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In a quiet moment at the B Division headquarters of the Oxfordshire Fire Service in Rewley Road, Oxford, the Revd 
Bob Penman chats to Station Officer Mick Pilcher (right) and Fire fighter Ian McFadyen. Bob is co-ordinator of the 
new Oxfordshire Fire Brigade Chaplaincy. Chaplains have been recruited for Oxford, Banbury and Kidlington fire sta- 
tions and are being sought for Didcot and Abingdon. Bob is also priest-in-charge of Besselsleigh and a former chap- 
lain to the Parachute Regiment in which Ian McFadyen also served. DOES CHRISTIANITY WORK? SEE PAGE 10 


More freedom or a banal 
attempt to modernise - 
preparing for the big change 


The Diocese of Oxford is 
preparing for the biggest 
shake-up in its worship since 
the arrival of the Alternative 
Service Book (ASB) in 1980. 

Common Worship, the col- 
lected name for a range of 
new services including Holy 
Communion, Baptism and 
Confirmation, will become 
the norm from 1 January 
2001. For most churches it 
will mean the end of cumber- 
some service books. Eighty 
per cent of churches are 
expected to use the new core 
material to put together their 
own service booklets. 

The new services bring 
together the familiar and the 
new. The Communion service 
remains much the same. 
Order One retains the shape 
of ASB Rite A and Order Two 
that of the Prayer Book ver- 
sion but each has a modern or 
traditional language option. 

However, the new liturgy 
allows for more flexibility. 
Common Worship recognises 
that, whilst we are one 
Church, local needs and situa- 
tions differ, says the Bishop of 
Reading, chairman of the 
Diocesan Liturgical Commit- 
tee. It is this flexibility which 


most appeals to John Salter, 
Vicar of Wantage, one of 14 
parishes in the Diocese who 
have been piloting Common 
Worship: ‘It provides a simple 
outline with a definite pattern 
into which we can slot differ- 
ent things.This is very both 
liberating and creative.’ 

It is the language of 
Common Worship which 
receives most criticism. Ross 
Collins, Priest-in-charge of 
North Leigh, another pilot 
parish, said some people 
found the language ‘quite 
banal’. ‘ASB lacked the mem- 
orableness of The Book of 
Common Prayer and there 
was a hope that the new mate- 
rial would be more resonant 
with richness of language. I 
would say it has failed in that,’ 
he said. 

‘The change does make for 
stress and you wonder if it 
will make any difference to 
people coming to church,’ 
said one priest. The Bishop of 
Reading is convinced that it 
will: ‘Common Worship pro- 
vides an opportunity to enrich 
our worship and to meet the 
changing needs of the Church 
in the third millennium.’ 

What shall we do with our ASB’s p 7 


As tough as coconuts... 

As good-looking as its origins... 


one village coir 


from vtoavers cooperative, 
Kfrafe . . 


OLDEN COIR, Jhe natural fibre 
entirely from coconut husks, woven 
into matting, makes one 
of the most hardwearing and 
versatile floor coverings. For all 
floors; naturally damp-resistant. 


1.5x 2x 
1M 1.3M 
£20 £35 


3x2M 

£80 


2.5x 

0.75 

M 

£25 


Our mots are made to sire on the loom. This means 

that they are properly finished alt round and don't 

need the tape edge bindings you may have seen elsewhere. Our 

coir is also extra fight weave to improve strength and durability. 

Add £3.50'per order carriage & 

phone 01606 811811 with card details. Or collect today at even lower 
prices from our Outlet shop on the A44 in Woodstock. 


1 X 

0.65M 

£9 
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Opinion 



in brief 


Getting Britain Giving 

David Haylett, Diocesan Stewardship Adviser, explains the new Government 
arrangements for giving to charity 


Archbishop’s review 


The Chancellor of the 
Exchequer announced in 
November 1999 that in his 
Budget in Spring 2000 he 
was proposing to announce 
a scheme to encourage those 
who do, or who might, give 
to charity. During January, 
February and culminating on 
26 March with his Budget 
speech, details of the new 
scheme were announced 
under the title Getting 
Britain Giving. 

Put as simply as possible, 
the new arrangements are an 
extension of the Gift Aid 
scheme introduced in 1993 
and a phasing out of Deeds 
of Covenant as a means of 
giving tax-efficiently. After 6 
April 2000 any money given 
to the Church or any other 
charity can be given tax-effi- 
ciently, provided that the 
donor is a taxpayer. All that 
is needed is a simple declara- 
tion to the effect that you 
pay Income or Capital Gains 


Tax and that you wish the 
charity named to reclaim the 
tax that you have paid on 
your donation. You no 
longer have to give over a 
four-year period and you no 
longer need a witness to the 
document. You may give reg- 
ularly (weekly, monthly or 
annually), you may include 
‘one-off’ donations, no mat- 
ter how large or small. In 
this way the charity named 
can reclaim the tax paid; it is 
repaid to the charity by the 
Inland Revenue at the basic 
rate, 22p in the pound, as 
from 6 April 2000. This 
means that after tax you 
have 78p from each taxable 
pound; if you give this 78p 
to a charity they can reclaim 
the 22p tax you have paid. 
This works out at approxi- 
mately 28p in the pound. As 
previously, if you are a high- 
er rate taxpayer, the charity 
only receives the basic rate 
relief, the donor may reclaim 


the higher rate relief them- 
selves. 

It is reckoned that, if half 
the money currently given as 
loose cash donations to the 
church were given in this 
way, the parishes would ben- 
efit by £22,000,000 a year. 
Are you playing your part? 
This is something the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 
wishes to encourage, you are 
not cheating the Government 
of its tax! 

To assist Treasurers and 
those who run what in the 
past have been called 
Covenant Schemes, I have 
circulated documents to 
every parish. I am also set- 
ting up Deanery Meetings 
for Treasurers and 
‘Covenant Secretaries* (now 
I imagine to be called 
‘Planned Giving Secretaries’, 
‘Gift Aid Officers’ or some- 
thing like that) to explain the 
new arrangements. 

The meetings are listed 


below. If your Deanery does 
not appear, you may attend a 
neighbouring Deanery’s 
meeting, but please check 
"with the Areal/ Rural Dean 
and/or Synod Lay Chair for 
time, venue and availability 
of space. Alternatively there 
is a little space left in the 
diary for more meetings (but 
not in May - it’s full). 

De an ery Mee ti ngs 

5 May Bicester and Islip 
11 May Sonning 

15 May Chipping Norton, 
Deddington, Witney and 
Woodstock 

16 May Vale of White Horse, 
Wallingford and Wantage 

17 May Bradfield and 
Newbury 

7 June Milton Keynes and 
Newport 

8 June Bracknell 

13 June Cowley and Oxford 

14 June Wycombe 

20 June Buckingham 


Lord Hurd, former 
Conservative Cabinet Min- 
ister who lives in the 
Diocese, has been asked by 
the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury to head a review of the 
Archbishop's role in the light 
of the increasing responsibil- 


How can your church make 
the most of Alpha? The 
Revds Nicky Gumbel, devel- 
oper of the Alpha courses, 
and Sandy Millar, both from 
Holy Trinity Brompton, will 
answer the question at a day 


Churches have organised 
exhibitions on Christianity 
in their regions. ‘Abingdon’s 
Christian Story’ is open at 
Abingdon Museum daily 
11am - 5pm until 3 June. It 
includes Quaker dress, the 
Abbey’s stained glass and a 
model of the Abbey in the 


ities involved in the job, 
including visits abroad as 
head of the world-wide 
Anglican Communion, and 
growing demands from the 
media. A similar review was 
carried out in the 1970s by 
Lord Coggan. 


conference in Oxford on 25 
May. They will discuss the 
principles behind the course, 
used in over 7,000 UK 
churches, and practical ways 
of running it. For booking 
details, see the DoorPost. 


exhibitions 

11th century. Wokingham’s 
‘Jesus - Past, Present and 
Future’ opens on 28 May 
with celebration worship in 
the market place at 1pm. It 
is in the Indoor Market, 
Wokingham Town Hall, 29- 
30 May, 4-6 June 10.30- 
5.30pm, (4 June 2-5. 30pm). 


Thank You! - Clergy 


Making the most of Alpha 


Churches’ 


Competition to write 
Bible reading notes 


Unpublished authors are 
being invited to enter for the 
Shelagh Brown Memorial 
Prize, sponsored by the 
Oxford-based Bible Reading 
Fellowship. Competitors 
should write daily Bible 
readings for 14 days on a 
Bible character of their 
choice, aimed at ordinary 
Christians who want to 
study the Bible regularly to 
build their faith and draw 
closer to God. Entries must 
be typed double-spaced and 
follow the BRF’s New 
Daylight format (Bible pas- 
sage in full, plus comment 
and meditation or prayer, to 
a maximum of 400 words 


for each day). The judges are 
Adrian Plass, Mary Reid and 
Naomi Starkey and prizes of 
£250, £150 and £100 are on 
offer. The BRF will retain 
first option of publishing the 
winning entry; runner-up 
entries may also be pub- 
lished if the standard is high 
enough. 

The closing date is 1 
September. More informa- 
tion and entry forms are 
available from Emma 
Garrow, BRF, Peter’s Way, 
Sandy Lane West, Oxford 
OX4 5HG, tel. 01865 
748227; fax 01865 773150; 
emaihemma.ga rrow@brf.org.uk 



Over 200 parents, staff, children, clergy, governors and HM 
inspectors gathered at Holy Trinity, Theale on 4 April for a cele- 
bration of the work of Church schools in West Berkshire and 
Reading. Music, prayers and readings were contributed by prima- 
ry school children from Bradfield, Shefford, Theale, St Mark’s, 
Cold Ash, and St Mary and All Saints, Reading. The address was 
given by Danny Sullivan (above), who will become Diocesan 
Director of Education on Canon Tony Williamson’s retirement. 
The Bishop of Reading led a simple act of dedication and com- 
mitment to the support of Church schools in education. ‘It was 
very much a family occasion,’ says the Revd Jonathan Sibley. 
‘Thank you to all who organised and took part in this inspira- 
tional act of worship.’ Photograph: Peter Bloodworth 


Three out of four clergy will 
suffer a stress-related crisis 
at least once in their min- 
istry. To help churches show 
united appreciation to their 
clergy and their families for 
the dedication that often 
goes unrecognised, Care for 
the Family is sponsoring 


Rural stress 

A conference for those pas- 
torally or professionally 
involved with the issues of 
stress in rural, and particu- 
larly agricutural, communi- 
ties will take place on 9 May 
at 10.30am in the Williams 


‘Thank You!-Clergy’, a 
Clergy Appreciation Week, 
18-25 June, a sort of 
‘Mother's Day for vicars’. A 
resource pack is available, 
(£8 + £1.50 post and pack- 
ing): Care for the Family, 

PO Box 488, Cardiff CF10 
IRE, tel. 029 2081 0800. 


conference 

Room, Badenoch Building, 
Oxfordshire Health Auth- 
ority, Headington. Details 
from the Revd Glyn Evans, 
tel. 01608 674313; e-mail: 
glynevans@goldserve.net 


Correction. We are sorry that the telephone number of the Revd 
Randell Moll, Chaplain of Campsfield House, was given incorrectly 
in the last issue. It should be 01865 845725. 

Sight impaired people can now get a free audio version of The 
DOOR by contacting Graham Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 



Chalfont Classic Cuisine 

Experienced 5 star chef 

offers 

First class food with personal & 
friendly service for all occasions. 
Large or small 



SUTTON 

COURTENAY 


Tyre Sales 


Dinner parties, lunches , weddings, funerals, 
christenings, celebration cakes, corporate 
functions or just ' home delivery'. 



Full event organisation 
Bar. Music. Marquee, Furniture, 
Crockery hire. Rowers, 
Stationery etc. 

Robert Burdett 
01494 872055 
(South Bucks) 
Refrigerated vehicle 
Will travel up to 50 miles 




Best prices. 
Best service. 


144 High Street, 
Sutton Courtenay, 
Oxfordshire. 

Telephone 

01235 848240 




The Covenant is dead ■ long live Gilt Aid 


Major changes to Gift Aid and 
Convenant law announced in the 
budget 

Find out what the changes are 
and how they affect your church 

Gift Aid Changes is a CD-ROM audio 
and visual presentation that details the 
changes and explores ways of imple- 
menting them within the church. 

In addition it contains support docu- 
ments, web pages, images, free IR 
publications and viewers. 

It provides a valuable resource for use 
within your church. 

£10 inc VAT + £3 p+p 

To order phone Data Developments on 

01902 824044 

Data Developments 
Wolverhampton Science Park 
Stafford Road, Wolverhampton WV10 9RU 


MODERN MUSIC 

READING 

The principle dealer for the entire Oxford Diocese for 

JOHANNUS ORGANS 

Instruments for Church and Home 
The most advanced digital organs incorporating English 
samples. The range beings with:- 


Opus 1 

Single manual instrument 
with 20 Digital Sampled 
Voices 

7 Factory Presets 
7 User Presets 
Melodic Bass and Single 
Finger Chords 
Powerful built-in 
Amplifiers and Speakers 
with Reverb 

£1,745 inc. VAT 


Opus 5 

Twin manual instrument 
with 32 note pedal board 
19 Digital Sampled Voices 
7 Factory Presets 
7 User Presets 
Powerful built in 
Amplifiers and Speakers 
with Reverb and line-out 
for optional external 
speakers 

£3,495 inc. VAT 


For free advisory service, brochures and free sample 
CDs contact: 

MODERN MUSIC CENTRE. 

120-122 Broad Street Mall, Reading. RG1 7QA. 
Tel: 0118 958 1320. Fax: 0118 959 7942. 
E-mail: Sales<®modmusic. demon. co.uk 
http://www.modern-music.co.uk 

Also branches at: 

Abingdon Basingstoke 

01235 524316 01256 464663 
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News 


Pentecost 2000 brings 
together 300 churches 


Three hundred churches in 
Bucks and Milton Keynes are 
taking part in Pentecost 2000, 
one of the biggest Christian 
festivals in the country. Two 
years ago they stepped out in 
faith and sent £1 for each 
church member towards the 
initial funding. 

Now 20,000 people are 
expected at Weedon Park, 
near Aylesbury, site of the 
Bucks County Show for 
Pentecost 2000. The weekend 
starts on Saturday 10 June 
with Veneration X, a youth 
event featuring a nocturnal 
festival of Christian music and 
guest speaker, Roy Crown of 
Youth for Christ. On Sunday 
at noon the weekend will be 
officially opened by Kathy 
Staff, the Christian actress 
who plays Norah Batty in 
Last of the Summer Wine, fol- 
lowed by a parachute descent. 

Pentecost 2000 will bring 
Christians together to cele- 
brate the Church’s birthday 
and enable members of the 
public to find out about the 
Christian faith and explore 
current issues such as debt 
relief. Among the keynote 


speakers are Fiona Castle, 
Elaine Storkey, Ann Pettifog 
Director of the Jubilee 2000 
Coalition and the Bishop of 
Oxford. An Act of Worship 
will bring together speakers 
from all the main denomina- 
tions while popular hymn 
writer Graham Kendrick will 
lead Pentecost Praise. 

Other Pentecost events 

One thousand Christians in 
the Earley and East Reading 
area are expected at the 
Loddon Valley Leisure Centre 
on 11 June for Together with 
God’, a day of celebration and 
witness. Churches Together 
in Bracknell and Ascot are cel- 
ebrating at Ascot Racecourse 
with picnics, entertainment, 
and worship led by the Bishop 
of Reading. Up to 2000 .peo- 
ple will gather at Blenheim 
Palace for ‘Praise in the Park’ 
organised by Churches 
Together in Woodstock and 
Bladon and led by Christian 
celebrity, Cindy Kent. 

Pentecost in The DOOR 

We hope to include details of. 1 
major Pentecost events in June. * 
Please send your details by 8 May. 


Needs of urban ministry 


The Oxford Diocese has 
seven parishes classified as 
Urban Priority Area (UPAs) 
and others with a significant 
area of deprivation. The 
new Urban Ministry 
Handbook produced by the 
voluntary Urban Priority 
Action Group, calls for 
churches to give more effec- 


tive support to urban min- 
istry, described as ‘one of the 
most demanding and isolat- 
ing jobs in the Church’. For 
a copy contact the Revd 
Peter Atkinson, Diocesan 
Urban Ministry Adviser 
(01296 424276) or Jo 

Saunders (01865 208213). 


Dream or nightmare? 


‘Dream or nightmare - how 
do you respond to ordina- 
tion?’ was a question posed 
at a recent Oxford Diocese 
Vocations Network Confer- 
ence, aimed to encourage 
those considering ministry in 
the Church. Another is 


planned for the autumn. 
One of the 35 participants 
remarked: ‘The press make 
ordination seem as reckless 
as joining a sinking ship. 
With Christ at the helm, the 
only way for the Church is 
forward full steam ahead!’ 



Vicars to 
get pay rise 

The Diocese of Oxford has 
raised the minimum stipend 
(salary) for vicars or rectors 
and those of similar status to 
£16,632 a year, an increase 
of 5%. ‘It is important that 
clergy should be free of 
financial anxiety,’ comments 
the Bishop of Oxford. 
Other clergy and licensed lay 
workers are to receive 
increases of 4.2%. Stipendi- 
ary clergy receive housing in 
addition to their stipend, but 
have to find most of the cost 
of heating, lighting and 
internal decorations them- 
selves. 


MU ‘new 
life’ service 

Mothers’ Union Members 
from all over the Diocese con- 
verged upon Christ Church 
Cathedral on 25 March (Lady 
Day) for a special service enti- 
tled ‘New Life Within Us*, led 
by Bishop Richard who was 
also the preacher. ‘New Life 
Within Us’, prepared by the 
central MU, was held in 
Dioceses all over the country. 
Men, women and children 
took part; prayers were said 
for the world-wide Mothers’ 
Union and for the work in 
this Diocese, particularly for 
Prayers and Bears at 
Broughton Castle on 23 May. 


JC2000 success for smallest school 

The smallest school in Buckinghamshire has been selected 
from over 18,000 schools to take part in the National Festival 
of JC2000 in the Millennium Arts Festival for schools at the 
Royal Albert Hall in June. Westcott C of E School, which has 
only 20 pupils aged 4 -7, submitted a banner and a photographic 
exhibition.The banner, featuring the cross and Jesus’ parable of 
the sower, was dedicated in St Mary’s Church, Westcott by the 
Revd Colin Hutchings (pictured) and will hang in school as a 
focus for prayer. The Arts Festival, one of only two millennium 
projects endorsed by the Department for Education and 
Employment, aims to link Jesus’ life to issues of today. 

Photograph: Bucks Herald 
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PROVINCIAL EPISCOPAL VISITOR 

Vacancy due to the death of the Right Revd Michael Houghton 


Will Didcot area get a new 
Church secondary school? 


Oxfordshire is consulting 
schools and councils in the 
Didcot area about the possi- 
bility of the new secondary 
school in Didcot being a 
Church of England school. A 
third school is needed 
because the present Didcot 
Girls* School and St Birinus 
Boys’ School do not have 
sufficient space to expand to 
take the increasing popula- 
tion of the town and its adja- 
cent area. 

Two thirds of the primary 
schools in the Didcot area 
are Church of England 
schools, including the large 
aided schools of North- 
bourne and All Saints. 
Although half the primary 
schools in Oxfordshire are 


Church of England, the only 
Church secondary schools 
are Marlborough School, 
Woodstock, St Augustine’s, 
Oxford (joint with the 
Roman Catholics) and three 
middle schools (Frideswide, 
Isis and Lawn Upton) which 
are proposed for closure in 
Oxford’s reorganisation. 
Views on this proposal have 
been requested by 15 May 
and should be sent to the 
Chief Education Officer. The 
consultation also covers the 
issue of Sixth Form educa- 
tion in Didcot. Two new 
Church of England primary 
schools are planned in 
Oxfordshire at Carterton 
and Upper Hey ford. 


Better deal for older people 


‘Older people should be par- 
ticipants, not recipients, in 
all areas of life’: this is the 
belief of Better Government 
for Older People, a two-year 
scheme initiated by the 
Cabinet Office to consider 
ways of improving the life of 
older people. ‘Older people’ 
are defined as those over 50, 
who now make up one fifth 
of the population. 

The Oxford Diocese, along 
with 28 local authorities 
including Oxfordshire, is 
taking part in the scheme. 
Questionnaires sent to all 
churchwardens showed the 
large number of thoughtful 
and effective things that are 
happening in our parishes. 
In Horton-cum-Studley vol- 
unteers are trained for a 
pastoral committee and care 
scheme. In Witney Anglican, 
Methodist and Congreg- 
ational churches are devel- 


oping a family centre. 
Several churches have set up 
a link with Age Concern. 

An exploratory diocesan 
conference was held in April 
1999 and a follow-up one in 
March 2000. The report of 
that conference, Better 
Government for Older 
People and the Church of 
England in Oxfordshire , 
looks at what has been done 
by the Church and local 
authority, and suggests that 
parishes appoint a small 
group to study the spiritual 
and physical needs of older 
people in their community. 

For a copy of the report, or 
for guidance on how to put 
the issue on the agenda in 
ypur church, contact Canon 
Barbara Doubtfire or Revd 
Glyn Evans at Church 
House. They would also be 
interested to know of your 
own parish’s initiatives. 


Farewell for the Bishop of Dorchester 

There will be a farewell service for Bishop Anthony on 14 July at 
Dorchester Abbey at 7.30pm. All are welcome. If you would like to con- 
tribute to his leaving gift, please send cheques made payable to '0DBF ' 
Administered Fund' (write 'Bishop Anthony' on back of cheque) to Mrs 
Edith Sanchez, Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford 0X2 0NB. 




The Web 


XDirectory 

The National Web Site of Christian Business 



•The 1st Dedicated National Christian Web Site to serve 
Christian Business 

• Following seven successful years in magazine format The 
Christian Business XDirectory is now going live on line. 

•The Internet is now established as the fastest growing medium 
in the world. In fact, it is the fastest growing business in 
history, so don't miss out on this limited offer. 

• To have your business advertised free of charge on the 
Christian Web XDirectory call fra today on 0800 1693147. 

• Christian Resources Ltd is dedicated to financially supporting 
Christian work and mission Internationally. 

0800 1693147 

or 01 202 432700 

Web Site www.christian-resourcc.com 
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People & places 



This diorama of Christ carrying his cross is one of a set of 12 
made by villagers in Great Horwood to celebrate the millenni- 
um. The dioramas which measure 3 feet by 2 feet and depict 
episodes from the Gospels are on display in St James’ Church. 
The best part was that the children made major contribution to 
at least four of them’ said a representative of the church. 


Preparing to care 


SNIPPETS 


The Holy Spirit calls us to 
to be a missionary church 

Chris Neal, the Diocese’s Evangelisation Officer, 
suggests we use the time from Easter to 
Pentecost to rediscover the Spirit’s call 


Much of the prayer ministry 
and pastoral care within our 
churches is carried out by 
those with a real heart to 
serve. However we need to 
consider whether we have the 
skills and knowledge to match 
our commitment. 

Last September a group of 
around 15 Christians enrolled 
in a course at Aylesbury 
College entitled ‘An 
Introduction to Counselling, 
Pastoral Counselling and 
Spiritual Direction’. Although 
many of us had been away 
from formal education for 
many years, Lynette 
Harborne, the lecturer, eased 
us back into the learning 
process with her friendly 
relaxed approach. 

The sessions were scheduled 
for every other Monday 
evening giving us time to con- 
sider the teaching material 
and write up a personal jour- 
nal. Initially Lynette Harborne 
gave us hypothetical situa- 
tions to deal with in a coun- 
selling context, but as we 
became more confident and 
trusting with each other, she 
encouraged us to share some- 
thing of our own lives. This 
culminated in an all-day 
Saturday session where we 
were able to look at our per- 


sonal ‘time lines’ and identify 
the people who had been sig- 
nificant in our walk of faith. 
By this point in the course, we 
were able to share on a deep- 
er level and this unearthed 
many hidden emotions. There 
was also an opportunity to 
look at scripture which could 
be helpful in making life- 
changing decisions. 

This introductory course 
covers such important sub- 
jects as confidentiality, refer- 
ral, listening skills, the princi- 
ples of counselling, loss, and 
the history and practice of 
spiritual direction. Lynette is 
herself a professional counsel- 
lor and there was an integrity 
about the course I personally 
felt gave a taster for anyone 
involved in pastoral care and 
prayer ministry. The feedback 
from students confirmed their 
belief that they were called to 
this type of work. 

Angela Wilson 

Angela is a member of St Mary's, 
Thame. If a group from your 
church would like to take part in 
this course you can contact Lynette 
Harborne at Aylesbury College on 
01296 588588 and she will send 
you an outline of the course. There 
is a course fee but there are con- 
cessions and your church may be 
willing to contribute your costs. 


Congratulations to the Revd 
Maurice Clarke aged 88, the 
oldest British runner to take 
part in the twenty six and a 
half mile London Marathon 
on 16 April. Mr Clarke, 
who lives with his wife at 
Ellesborough Manor, the 
Church of England Pensions 
Board retirement home near 
Wendover, completed his 
third London Marathon in 
just over six hours and has 
so far raised £2000 in spon- 
sorship for Help the Aged. 
He ran his first Marathon at 
the age of 81. Amazing! 


Burford Parish Church, the 

only ‘five star’ church in 
Oxfordshire, according to 
Simon Jenkins in England’s 
Thousand Best Churches , will 
be home for a millennium 
performance of Benjamin 
Britten’s Noye’s Fludde on 1,2 
and 3 June. The various tal- 
ents of over 200 people repre- 
senting ten per cent of the 
Benefice of Burford, 
Fulbrook, Taynton, Asthall, 
Swinbrook and Widford are 
being drawn on for the pro- 
duction. ‘The project has cre- 
ated a great sense of excite- 
ment locally’ says the Vicar, 
the Revd Richard Coombs. 
Tickets are available on 
01993 822305. 


Congregations at Sunday 
evensong have doubled at St 
Michael’s, Tilehurst thanks to 
the inclusion of speakers from 
the charities which the church 
supports including PACT 
(Parents and Children 
Together) and CMS. A series 
of talks at the Wednesday 
Eucharist on miracles, has 
had the same effect. 


The Revd Liz Johnson has 

been appointed Assistant 
Chaplain at the Warneford 
and Littlemore Hospitals. 
She will combine it with her 
work as an NSM in 
Woodstock and Bladon. Liz 
is currently Ordained Local 
Ministry Officer for the 
Dorchester Area. 


May is the time when we 
remember the Virgin Mary. It 
is also the month when St 
Mary’s, Stratfield Mortimer 
celebrate their patronal festi- 
val. The extended festival 
from 14 to 23 May includes a 
confirmation service with the 
Bishop of Reading and a new 
mystery play by a local 
writer. At 5.45pm on 21 May 
villagers will also process 
from St John’s Mortimer 
Common to St Mary’s for the 
‘Mortimer Maying’ service to 
honour Mary and celebrate 
their community. 



Mrs Lucy Smith has worked in 
the Chapter House shop at 
Christ Church Cathedral for 14 
years. She is not the shop’s 
longest serving member of staff 
but she is the most senior by 
age. Mrs Smith is seen being 
congratulated on her 85th 
birthday by Edward Evans, the 
Dean’s Verger. If you could help 
in the shop on a regular basis 
ring Edward on 01865 201971 


Beards have been growing on 
a Biblical scale in Appleton, 
Eaton and Besslesleigh for 
three performances of a new 
passion play called This is the 
Man on 15,16 and 17 June. 
The play’s writer and director. 
Mo Alner has cast 100 people 
from the three Oxfordshire 
villages including 50 men 
willing to grow beards. 


A three-day retreat for 

Magdalen College, Oxford 
students turned into a cast- 
away experience when rough 
seas marooned them on 
Caldey island for three days. 
They spent the time sending 
cards stamped ‘delayed 
because of bad weather’. 


Easter evening saw the small 
band of Jesus’ followers con- 
fused and frightened, but with 
the daring possibility that 
death had not held him, and 
that he had 
indeed been 
raised from the 
tomb. The next 
40 days were 
going to see that 
expectation and 
hope deepen and 
strengthen; they 
could indeed say 
to each other: ‘He is risen!’ 
However, resurrection made 
little difference. Inside they 
were still confused and fright- 
ened. Any sense of mission 
and engagement with the 
world was far from their 
agenda and indeed Peter 
wanted to return to his old life 
of fishing. 

It was against this back- 
ground of uncertainty that 
Jesus told the disciples to wait 
in Jerusalem until they 
received the gift of God’s Holy 
Spirit, and it was on the day of 
Pentecost that resurrection 
became a reality in their lives, 
and they discovered them- 
selves literally blown into the 
market place and out across 
the known world. 

If we are going to engage in 
any meaningful way with the 
culture and world in our gen- 
eration, we need constantly to 
rediscover the Person and 
work of God in the Holy 
Spirit. The Spirit who fills our 
lives with resurrection powei; 
sends us to engage in mission 
and equips us for ministry. 

It was only as the early 
Church engaged with God’s 
Spirit that they discovered 
power and direction for mis- 
sion and evangelisation. Not 
only did he equip them with 


power, but also through him 
they discovered they were 
called to cross every barrier, 
racial, religious, social and 
cultural, and to live the 
Gospel in every situa- 
tion in which they 
found themselves. 

If we are to move 
from the inherited 
practices and ways of 
life in the Church, we 
need to allow God’s 
Spirit not only to 
recapture our imagi- 
nation, but also to refocus our 
motivation. It has been said 
that the Church exists by mis- 
sion as a fire exists by burning 
and we need to allow the 
Spirit to rekindle that calling. 

If the early Church found 
itself caught up in the mission 
of God, it also found itself 
equipped with the gifts and 
ministries which the Spirit 
gave. As the New Testament 
writers reflected on those gifts 
of the Spirit, they came to 
realise that as each member 
exercised his or her gift, so it 
was as though the body of 
Christ was being formed 
amongst them. The presence 
of God made visible in human 
form during the earthly min- 
istry of Jesus was being made 
visible and known again 
through Christian communi- 
ty, the Church - the Body of 
Christ. 

For the first disciples the peri- 
od between Easter and 
Pentecost was a time of wait- 
ing and reflection. As we con- 
tinue to prepare to respond to 
God’s call to the task of evan- 
gelisation, it would be good if 
we could also use this period 
in a similar way - to know 
again the Spirit’s call to mis- 
sion and his equipping for 
ministry. 


Prayer Conference • 3 June 

There is a morning or worship, teaching and prayer at St 
Mary’s, Thame on Saturday 3 June, 9.30am to 12.30pm. 

To book ring Katrina on 01844 216097 
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BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 
CONTINUING EDUCATION SERVICE 


ilfiUOATION 


SOUTH BUCKS & WYCOMBE 
CONSORTIA 


Part-time learning opportunities 


For Adults 

A wide variety of courses available at over 70 locations 
in South Bucks & Wycombe covering most topics. 

Our new prospectus for September 2000 and beyond 
will be available from Adult Learners Week 
at the end of May. 

We now also have ‘on-line’ learning opportunities. 
For full details of these please contact: 


, 

(f. 


South Bucks District - 01753 650035 
Wycombe District - 01494 473795 
Or visit our Website at 


........ www.aduitedbucks.orq.uk 


o 

INVESTORS IN PEOPLE 


★ ★★★ 


Get the best out 
of your camera . . 


Inituitive, intensive, intelligible, 
bespoke photography courses, 
one-to-one/two, 
your choice of venue 

Tel: 01392 873862 

nigelch@chffers.co.uk 


MATHS, 

ENGLISH, 

SCIENCE 

Help locally available 

ALL LEVELS 

Tel: 

(01908) 677740 

(Tutors welcome!) 


NEW ON LINE 
Christian Book 
Exchange 

lake die strain exit of buying and 
selling Christian books, btbies and 
music llxxh on CD and cassette) 

www.cbvl.cv.uk 

We will also consider buying 
suitable used books in good 
condition - and welcome 
hearing from publishers of new 
or end of line Christian bodies. 
www. c be 1 .co.uk 
or phone us on 
(01530) 270389 
e-mail: cbe@cbel.co.uk 


PARENT PATNERSHIP SERVICE 

Providing advice, support and information for parents of children 
with special educational needs 


The Parent Partnership Service helps parents of 
children with special educational needs by: 

• listening to them 

• supportirlg them in meetings with the school or other 
professionals 

• explaining anything they find difficult ' 

• helping them to find the right information 

• helping them fill in necessary forms and keeping 
useful records 



TELEPHONE HELPLINE 01635 519792 


The Parent Partnership Service is supported and 
jnanaged by West Berkshire Council 


Would you be willing to become one of our 
volunteers? Are you interested in education and 
have good communication skills? No experience 
is necessary as full training will be provided. The 
training programme will cover the essential skills 
and knowledge that you will need to be an 
effective Independent Parental Supporter. 

Call the Helpljne - 0|635 519792 


CHURCH 

FURNITURE 


BAPTISM POOLS 

for full immersion. Easy 
assembly. Heating and 
filtration. Weekly hire, 
delivered anywhere. 
Baptistry Heaters 
for sate. 
Birthworks 
01707 880333 

ARE 
YOU A 
CHRISTIAN? 

www.churchsearch.co.uk 

CCJ's/ 

DEFAULTS 

We can help you Non 
status. Mortgages 
and Loans 
Residential and 
Commercial 
Cars, Vans, Mini- 
Buses 

Tel: 01923 234500 

24 hrs 7 days 
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Interview, 





Fork-lift driver, Labour councillor, Lord Mayor of Oxford, worker 
priest; trade union leader: throughout his career Tony Williamson, 

who is about to retire as Diocesan Director of 
Education (Schools), has seen his work as an 
expression of his Christian faith 


Tony Williamson 


Fork-lift driver for 30 years, 
priest for 28 years, Labour 
City Councillor for 24 years, 
County Councillor for 15 
years, Transport and General 
Workers Union Chairman at 
Pressed Steel, Cowley (now 
Rover) for 17 years: I was an 
unlikely candidate for the 
post of Diocesan Director of 
Education. However I was 
Labour’s County Council 
education spokesperson. 

My father was a Cockney, 
brought up in poverty in East 
London; his ordination 
shocked the establishment. 
He was a parish priest in 
South Africa, Suffolk and 
Norfolk. He returned to 
Stepney in 1952, battled 
about housing conditions 
and set up hostels to help 
women leave prostitution. 

At university I looked 
briefly at industry, thought 
about teaching but went on 
to train for the priesthood. 
Vacation work as a labourer 
in the Midlands convinced 
me that my priestly role 
should be among manual 
workers. Cuddesdon and 
Bishop Harry Carpenter 
agreed for me to work for a 
year as a manual worker at 
Cowley before ordination. 
Starting after Easter 1958 I 
was soon in close touch with 
a small group of Anglican 
worker priests and laity. So I 
stayed to share the life of 
manual workers and use my 
abilities there. I continued to 
earn my living as fork-lift 
driver until 1987, was an 


honorary member of the 
Cowley team ministry and 
celebrated the eucharist every 
Wednesday at 6.30am before 
going into the factory. 

The publicity when I was 
ordained explained that as a 
Christian I was sharing my 
life with manual workers. 
Workers came to expect that 
I would keep confidences, 
did not swear, was knowl- 
edgeable on housing and was 
able to tackle many issues. It 
was a practical world, very 
different from college discus- 
sions. Many thought deeply 
and spiritually but limited 
education made expression . 
difficult - as one said, ‘I 
know what I want to say but 
it stays in my throat.’ 

Integrity became increasing- 
ly important to me in trade 
unions and politics. Respect 
for people made in the image 
of God was not consistent 
with manipulating them as 
part of hidden strategies for 
whatever means. As an elect- 
ed representative ‘loving 
one’s neighbour as oneself’ 
required putting cases hon- 
estly and reporting back 
fully. This brought me to a 
passionate belief in the need 
to make all possible informa- 
tion openly available and to 
provide reasons for policies, 
proposals and decisions. This 
has led me into conflict with 
those who see hidden infor- 
mation as a source of power 
in Church and education, as 
well as politics and industry. 

As a Christian I see social 


relationships as indivisible 
from personal faith. Political, 
organisational and 
financial decisions affecting 
communities are as impor- 
tant as personal relation- 
ships. 

Two examples: In the late 
1970s Oxford’s Blackbird 


servative County Council. In 
the 1980s the suggested 
1,000 extra houses was dis- 
cussed openly in meetings 
with residents, who agreed 
on homes for families in 
return for new facilities to 
meet the shortcomings of the 
estate. 

When I became Director of 
Education in January 1989 
the 87 aided schools were 
well supported by the 
Diocese but there was virtu- 
ally no contact with 190 con- 



Photographs: Frank Blackwell 

Leys faced falling pupil num- 
bers. We talked with gover- 
nors, teachers and parents 
before agreeing to support 
the closure of five schools 
and creation of two new ones 
as the best local provision; 
this was better than having a 
political dispute with the 
then overwhelmingly Con- 


trolled schools. Two advisers 
could not get to know and 
support 280 schools. The 
Diocese, facing cuts, could 
not afford any extra money. 
Our way forward was to 
combine money from the 
Diocese with trust money 
from closed schools and 
joint-funding money from 
church schools (between 50p 
and £2.50 per pupil per 
year). With this two extra 


County and Church schools, 
aided school admission 
appeals, and building work. 
ODES is now a real asset to 
the Diocese. 

The Church schools enable 
47,000 pupils to have an 
experience of Anglican 
Christianity, which respects 
parents’ and pupils’ own 
faith position, or lack of it. 
We aim for all Church 
schools to have an appropri- 



advisers have been employed 
and a strong pastoral/profes- 
sional link made with all 
Church schools. 

Oxford Diocesan 

Educational Services Limited 
(ODES) was formed in 1993 
to enable this ‘joint-funding’ 
to start. ODES now employs 
seven of the ten members of 
the education team, (three 
being part-timers), provides 
high-quality Religious 

Education training under 
contract for teachers in both 


ate distinctiveness to influ- 
ence without either pressure 
or indoctrination. 

We moved to Watlington in 
1989 where there is a wel- 
coming church and commu- 
nity. I am now Chairman of 
the Parish Council and 
Primary School Governing 
Body. 

So to retirement in 
September at the age of 67. I 
am sure I will continue to be 
involved in Blackbird Leys 
and in the church and com- 
munity in Watlington. 
Possibly . I will undertake 
some consultancy and writ- 
ing. Beyond that I wait to 
see. 

Tony Williamson, pictured 
left with pupils from St 
Ebbe's School, Oxford, was 
born in 1933 and educated 
at the Dragon School, 
Marlborough College, Trinity 
College, Oxford and 
Cuddesdon Theological 
College. He was married to 
Barbara in 1959 and has 
four children and five grand- 
children. He was ordained 
deacon in 1960 and priest in 
1961. He was awarded an 
0BE in 1977 and became 
Deputy Lord Lieutenant of 
Oxfordshire in 1999. He was 
Chairman of the Oxford 
Housing Committee for three 
periods 1963-83, Leader of 
the Oxford City Council 1980 
-82, Lord Mayor 1982- 83, 
County Labour Group 
Leader 1983-87, Labour 
County Education Spokes- 
person 1987-88, Chairman 
of the BBC Radio Oxford 
Advisory Committee 1970 
-74, on the Board of 
Visitors of Oxford Prison 
1975-86. 


ALL SEASONS 

Landscape Gardening including 
patios, ponds, turfing 

ALL TYPES OF TREES 
PRUNED & FELLED 

Tel: 01865 736547 
or Mobile: 0790 158 0739 

f DO YOU EXPECT A HIGH N 
STANDARD? 

FOR A COMPLETE SOLUTION Contact 


GREENWOOD Garden Services 


• Footings • Driveways 

• Pathways • Block Paving 

• Concreting • Tarmacadam 

• Shingle • Fencing 

• Private & Commercial 

• Grass Cutting 

• Tree Surgery 

• Patios • Landscapes 

• Design 

FREE 

estimates & advice 
SPECIAL DISCOUNTS 
FOROAPs 

Ring now for more details 


Tel: 01865 876969 Mob: 07788 431832 

. 31 Moorland Close, Wheatley, Oxford (Quote Dept DO) 



Fully Insured 


Work from 
Home 

FOR MORE DETAILS 
SEND S.A.E to: 
E.M. Mailing 
15 St Catherines Road 
Bournemouth BH6 4AE 


J1 


Beautiful 
Harp 
Music 

Luisa-Maria Ovett 

Perfect for weddings, 
funerals & all celebrations 
Please call:- 

0498 564053 
01844 217967 


LOVE PLACING 
THE ORGAN > 

AVAILABLE ON AN 
OCCASIONAL BASIS 

Ring me 

Rev. Carol Edwards 

St Marys & 

St John Parish of California 

To discuss how you 
might help out at our 
Sunday services 

TEL. 0118 973 0030 


EXETER HALL 

• Modern well equipped 
halls for max 250 guests 

• Fully licensed bar with 
full catering facilities 

• Just off Oxford ring 
road/5 mins to M40 
• Car Parking 

Exeter Hall 

Oxford Road, Kidlington, 
Oxon OX5 1AB 

Tel. 01865 373691 


r 

WOULD YOU LIKE 
TO CUT YOUR 
TELEPHONE BILL? 
TELCO can help you! 
Residential and small 
businesses a speciality. 
Keep your existing phone 
line. NO subscription 
fees. 

INTERESTED? 

Also, new agents needed. 

Contact NOW your 
independent representative 
R. M. Taylor on 
01743 358756 
for further information. 
Telco is a member ot the UK 
Direct Selling Association 



ALL REDUNDANT 
CHURCH 
FURNISHINGS 

Purchased nationwide. 
Also fixtures and fittings. 
Old chairs urgently 
required 

CHANCELLORS 
172 Earlsfield Road 
London SW18 3DD 
Tel: 01932 252 736 


INCH’S * 
BOOKS 


are specialists in rare 
and out of print books 
on architecture, 
including church 
architecture, city 
planning and design. 
Catalogues are sent 
worldwide and we are 
always interested in 
purchasing collections or 
single items. 

Inch’s Books 
6 Westgate Pickering 
North Yorkshire 
Y018 8AB 

Tel: +44 (0) 1751 474928 
Fax: +44 (0) 1751 475939 
Email: 

inchs.books@dial.pipex.com 


COT A 

COMPUTER? 


PUT IT TO WORK 

Earn £500 -£1500 
PART TIME 
EARN £2000 - £5000 
FULLTIME 

www.4freeinfo.com/4238 


TEL: 020 86211049 


OFFA HOUSE 

Coventry Diocesan Retreat & Conference Centre 
A place of Renewal and Peace in Beautiful Countryside 
We welcome enquiries from Groups and/or Individuals. 

SPRING & SUMNER PROGRAMME INCLUDING 

26-28 May ‘Overwhelmed by Love ’ - A Julian Retreat 

A weekend to focus on the extent of God’s love 

with Rev’d David Pettifor 

‘Healing the Land’ 

Raising the Profile of Healing 
For those with an interested in the healing ministry 

with Rev’d Russ Parker 

Director of Acorn Christian Healing Trust 

7-9 August ‘Open our Eyes Lord ’ - A Summer Retreat 

using visual images in prayer 

with Canon Barbara Baisley 

24-29 August INDIVIDUALLY GUIDED RETREAT 

Retreat for 2 or 3 o all 5 nights 
with Jessie Spreadbury, Rev’d Paul Hunt 
and Rev’d Andrew De Smet 

4-6 Sept ‘Feasting’ - A Way into Poetry Through Prayer 

Tutor: Brenda Lealman, Chaplain: Paul Hunt 

Full details and our programme for 2000: 

The Warden, Offa House, Offchurch, 
Leamington Spa CV33 9AS 
Tel: 01926 423309 


16-18 June 
Weekend 


TAX RETURNS 

Completed by 
Christian firm. 
Reasonable rates. 

Trevor Dowson, 
Falcon House, 
City Road, 
Norwich NR1 2HD 

Tel: 01603 693509 


Absolutely 

Websites 

+ hosting for churches 

The Auriole Group: 

020 7806 0313 
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Advertising 


TO ADVERTISE RING: 01865 254506 


Your May Holiday Guide 




FAIRHAVEN HOLIDAY COTTAGES 

Ottering an extensive 
selection of personally 
inspected properties of all 
shapes and sizes situated 
throughout Southern Britain - 
Coast, Countryside and Town. 
2000 brochure now available 
“Derby House", 123 Watting 
Street, Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY 
Tel: Medway (01634) 570157 
(24 hrs) 


vegetarian Visitor 

The new 2000 edition lists 
over 120 guest houses, hotels 
and private homes plus nearly 
200 cafes, restaurant and 
pubs. Illustrated £2.50 pbk. 
From bookshops, or post free 
by phone from Jon Carpenter 
Publishing on 01689 870437 

The only annual guide 


RftC WARWICK wtb 
★ HOTEL hotel 
LLANDUDNO 

Lovely hotel in an ideal spot. 
All en-suite 5 mins walk to 
beach & town centre. 
Children & pets welcome. 
Groups catered for separately. 

2 Day Breaks from £60 DBB PP 
Weekly Rate from £190 DBB PP 
Ring Nerys or Glenn for brochure 

01492 876823 


CUMBRIA 

Keswick under S kiddaw 

Beautiful views from all rooms. 

2 comfortable s/contained 
COTTAGES, both with 2 doubles 
& 1 single bedroom. TV, linen, 
towels & all basic essentials 
provided. Also restful B&B in 
CIS Farmhouse from £17p.p. 

Tel: 01768 772851 


3 nights in Guernsey 
for only £199 


1 3 nights half-board at Le Friquet Country Hotel (4 crown) 

• Return flights direct\m Southampton and Gatwick 

• FREE parking at Southampton Airport 

• FREE airport transfers in Guernsey 


• FREE hire car in Guernsey KUSam 
plus • FREE seafood platter! “*,’S S 

Otter is valid until 30-4 (EXC Xmas. N.Y., Easter) 

www hbqroup com/le tnquet 


only £199 

per person 

Based on 2 people sharing a 
twin or double room 



MORNING/IDE HOTEL 
TORQUAY 

BABBACOMBE DOWN/ 


Family run sea front hotel. 
All rooms en-suite. Large 
private car park. All amenities 
within flat walking djstance. 


STUDLAND B A.Y 
DORSET 


Fairfields Hotel 

situated in picturesque 
National Trust Village 
overlooking the Bay. 

ETB Highly Commended 

Corps d'elite Wine Award 
All rooms ensuite. Large Garden. 

Log Fires, Child Friendly 
SPRING BREAKS AVAILABLE 


Tel 01803 327025 ■ For brochure phone/ fax 01929 450224 



MILLENNIUM 

JOURNEYS 

'JjMjjvuduwut! " 

Price | Destination Departs 


£729 

£289 

£649 

£960 

£689 

£689 

£689 

£799 


A malfi -Italy 
Paris-France b*b 
Paphos-Cyprus 
Syrian Dreams 
Holyland 
Holyland 
Holyland 
Oberammergau 


9 20/05/00 

3 26/05/00 

7 20/05/00 

8 29/05/00 

5 8 /7/00 

5 15/7/00 

5 22/7/00 

5 2/7/00 


£1495 Oberammergau v»/ 5/5 29/5/00 

£1595 Tl Toly land 5/5 19/6/00 


-(special Millennium combined tour) “ 


Autumn Escapes to be released. Watch this space every month. 


Portugal, Spain, Egypt, India and Turkey 


excursions, sociable scheduled flight times, 
half board in great hotels.Escorted 

ww.highwaytrnst.org / 01256 895966 


IN THE HEART OF MEDIEVAL SPAIN 


Visit places connected with St. Teresa 
and St. Ignatius during a journey from 

AVILA to LOYOLA 

Via Salamanca, Segovia, Pamplona, 
San Sebastian, Burgos and 
The Basque Country 

9 Days by AIR 
25th Sept - 02 Oct 2000 
with 

REV’D CHRIS VALLINS 
REV’D DIANA MATHEWS 


Contact 
Nick Oliver 
at 


Iabta 

II V6754 


I/ongwooa 

H O L^ 9 JP A Y :» 


3 BOURNE COURT, 
WOODFORD GREEN, 
ESSEX 1G8 8PD 

TEL: 0181 551 9988 


HOLSWORTHY 
3 Cottages 

TROUT FISHING 

Peaceful country setting. Pets 
welcome, extensive grounds with 
river and lake fishing. Sleeps 6. 

Phone: (01409) 261426 
E-mail: 

cottages@mill-leat.fsnet.co.uk 


NERJA, 

BURRIANA 

Large villas. 
Website: 

www.nerjama 9 ie.com 

Tel. 01883 341598 


SOMERSET 

Accommodation in cosy 
Country Inn serving 
imaginative French 
influenced food 

Tel: 01749 813213 

|AA ♦♦♦"♦) 


EDGE OF EXMOOR 

Barn Conversions 

English Tourist Board 4 keys 
highly commended. 
Courtyard setting. Working farm. 
Pets welcome by arrangement. 

Phone: (01598) 740248/740675 
or Fax: (01598) 740248 


WALES 

Brecon Beacons 
National Park 

Holiday cottage* and houses on the 
Cnewr Estate, sleeping From six to 
twelve, ore available throughout the 
year 

Telephone 01874 636207 
Fax: 01874 638833 

email: coWaqe . e a iewT. F ree e erv.co.uk 


EASTBOURNE 


A beautiful elegant resort. 

Quiet attractive area. 
Easy parking • En-suites 
Lovely home cooking 
SHORT BREAKS 
Come as guests - leave as friends 

0AKW00D HOTEL 


Tel: (01323) 721 9Q0 


GV 


HOLY LAND 
PILGRIMAGES 


REFUNDABLE 
FAMILIARIZATION TOURS 
AVAILABLE WITH 
6 The Company 
That Cares 
FREEPHONE 
•800 0181 839 
Israel Travel Service 


6 Th< 

te 


www.itstravel.co.uk 

ABTA : ATOL : IATA 

EC7J/AC7HJT 


SOUTHERN 

SNOWDONIA 

Traditional Welsh Farm 
Cottage sleeps five. 
Excellent walking. 

Cadir Idris. Mawddach 
Estuary, Cregennen Lakes. 
Logs, linen, electric provided. 
Open all year. Short breaks. 

01341 250892 


MELROSE 
SANDPIPER HOTEL 
LYTHAMSTANNES 

Situated on the promenade 
overlooking the gardens 
& sea. Excellent 
accommodation. 

All rooms en-suite. 

Membership of leisure 
complex. Spring breaks 4 
days B&B £85. 
DB&B £125 or 
weekaway £225 

Tel. 01253 725117 

for brochure and reservations 


CROMER 

NORFOLK 

Enjoy relaxing in the 
homelv environment 
of the Tudor Christian 
Guest House. This 
house of character is 
situated in a quiet 
location near to the sea 
and other amenities. 

Spring breaks at 
reduced prices. 

Shirley & Ivor 
Charsley 01263 512337. 


immm 



BEADNELL 

Northumberland 

Recently renovated character 
cottages, 250 yards beautiful sandy 
beach. ETB 4 keys, up to Highly 
Commended. 


Close to Holy Island - separate bunk 
house accommodation, sleeping 12. 

Tel: 01665 720387 


f O vercombe Hotel* 

mm 

Gateway to Dartmoor 

Horrabridge, Yelverton, 
Devon PL20 7RA 

Situated between Plymouth/ 
Tavistock, with views 
overlooking the Walkham 
Valley and Dartmoor, ideal for 
walking and touring holidays. 
Fax/Tel: John or Gillian 
for brochure/tariff on 
01822 853501 
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Family owned Holiday Village 
exclusively for the over SO'* 

4 fULLBOARD/WAITEFI/ESS SEFIVICE * 
* FULL ENTERTAINMENT PROGRAMME ★ 
* All accommodation heated with 
TV and tea-making facilities ★ 

★ SWIMMING POOL 
ALL WEATHER BOWLS ★ 

★ Disabled friendly accommodation available ★ 

COACH PICK-UPS FROM 

SHEFFIELD, CHESTERFIELD, BARNSLEY, 
DONCASTER, ROTHERHAM 
DATES AVAILABLE MONDAY-FRIDAY 
26th JUNE, 21st AUG, 18th SEPT 
For full details telephone our 

BOOKINGS HOTLINE 

01493 733610 


GOING ON 

HOLIDAY? 

* 

www.churchsearch.co.uk 


The greatest story ever told I 
in one of the world's most 
beautiful natural settings 1 

Oberammergau 


BRYN-Y-MOR HOTEL, 
LLANDUDNO 

Relax in a warm and friendly 
Christian run seafront non-smoking, 
3 star hotel. Breathtaking views of 
Bay and Mountains. All bedrooms 
en-suite. Excellent food, vegetarian 
and special diets catered for. 
Groups welcome. 

Please telephone for details and 
brochure 01492 876790. 


FOR SALE 
CYPRUS - PAPHOS 

Prices: £27,000 to £72,000 

We are proud to have been selected to 
offer properties in the magical ’sun 
blest’ Island of Cyprus ... Mountainous 
villages, crystal clear waters, sandy 
beaches and given valleys, genuine 
hospitality of the local people. 

English is widely spoken. 




Cfxdeocll fKoude $Cotef 

Main Street. Chideock, Dorset DT6 6JN 

Built in 1465. part thatched Tudor house, 
converted into a lintel some So years ago. 
Boasting 9 bedrooms, hourly atmosphere, 
good food, delightful staff - when cabled 
into working and only V4 tntle fmm (he sea. 
X here heller to have a familv reunion 
pnyate party nr a king weekend away 
Chidrock House Hotel Restaurant: 

01297 489242 

www.chkfcocklMtiisctiotrl.com 


North Wales Coast 

Chlteens 

Guest House 

Non-smoking : En-Suite rooms : Car Parking 
Proprietors : Roger and Merril Pitblado 
19, Deganwy Avenue, Llandudno. LL30 2YB 
Telephone/Fax : 01492 875457 




Our thatched farmhouse is older than Shakespeare! Sampsons farm 
provides the perfect retreat in which to relax and unwind 
Try our Hen’s Free Range Eggs at Breakfast 
Lovely ground floor en suites 
Ideal for the elderly or less able 
Preston, Newton Abbot 
South Devon TQ12 3PP 
Tel/Fax: 01626 354913 

E-mail: info^rsampsonsfarm.com 
Web Page Address: www.sampsonsfarm.com 


A WESTON, SIDMOUTH, 

DEVON EX10 OPJ 

7 Family Holidays By The Saa at 
Stonaleigh Holiday 8 Leisure 
Village, Hovon. 

One, two and three bedroom cottages set in an area of 
outstanding natural beauty on heritage coastline, with 
picnic tables and sea views. 

Indoor Heated Pool, Children's Playpark, Pets Corner, Tennis 
Court, Family Bar and Bar Meals. Evening Entertainment 
includes 'George the Magician', Live Music, Line Dance Tuition, 
Karaoke, Disco and Prize Bingo. 
**** EASTER BREAK PROGRAMMES 

Excellent Tourist FOR A FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 

Board Rating CALL 01395 513619 



Elegant surroundings and thoughtful hospitality has brought 
holidaymakers with mobility problems back to Merton 
House Hotel year after year for over 30 years. 

Many of Merton House Hotel's rooms are suitable for 
wheelchair use. All have private toilet and washing 
facilities. In addition, there are special easy-access bathing, 
shower and toilet facilities throughout the hotel. Ground 
floor rooms are twin-bedded. Upper floor twin bedded 
rooms are reached by a wheelchair-friendly lift and are 
entirely en-suite. 

The hotel, cosily centrally heated throughout, offers a 
licensed bar two T.V. lounges as well as its spacious sun 
lounge, popular for afternoon tea. Ample opportunities exist 
for guests to enjoy each other’s company, if they wish. 
Merton House Hotel operates its own day excursions in its 
own minibus equipped with wheelchair lift. One outing 
included in the weekly holiday package price, ranging from 
£205 to £240 p.p. (depending on time of year and room 
type) for full board. 

Merton House Hotel may even be able to arrange transport 
for guests unable to reach the hotel under their own or 
carers' steam. Although the hotel does not offer any form of 
Nursing or care service anyone needing assistance can be 
put in contacl with local care agencies. 

F.ARI.Y SEASON BARGAINS 


1st to 8th April £180.00 per person. 

8th to 15th April Single rooms extra. 

15th to 22nd April 

For further details write or phone: 

MERTON HOUSE HOLIDAY HOTEL LTD., 
EDDE CROSS STREET, ROSS-ON-WYE, 
HEREFORDSHIRE HR9 7BZ 
Tel No. 01989 563252 


Cotswolds 

Faringdon 

17th Century, Portwell Hotel in 
centre of ancient market town. 
Ideal touring. ETB 3 crowns. 
Short Breaks available. 
D.B&B from £40 per person. 
Under new management 
A warm Christian welcome awaits you. 

01367 240197 


WHERE ENGLAND 
MEETS WALES 

Monmouthshire Farm 
Holidays. Family-nui B&B 
and self-catering offer a 
true Welsh welcome. 
Colour brochure. 

Tel 01873 830819/880382 

www.downourianc.en.uk 


Fully inclusive 11 Day Quality 

Holyland Tour 

from only £641 including 
hb at excellent hotels. 

Original printed price error 
graciously honoured by 
reputable travel company. 
Jerusalem/Tiberias. All holy 
sites/coaches/guides/entrance 
fees. 

Flights from Manchester. 

No hidden extras. 12-23rd Nov. 
Closing date for bookings 
30/04/00 

Telephone leaders for 
details/brochure 

07931 437218 or 
07931 802289 


ST IVES BAY, 
CORNWALL 

Magnificent sea views, only 5 
mins, walk to 3 miles of golden 
sands. Luxury holiday bungalow 
’em idyllic sand dune locution, 
sleeps 2/8 people, fully equipped 
to high standard, microwave, 
washing machine, shower, colour 
TV, parking booking taken for 
2000 season from £l20-£450. 

Call 01453 545367 

www.ted-carol.freeserve.co.uk 


LIMASSOL 

CYPRUS 

SC 3 bed house, sleeps 6. 20 
mins seafront, large sundeck 
area. Prices from £60pppw 

0181 699 3663/ 
0181 699 1879 


CUMBRIA 

The Hayloft 
Tallentire 
nr. 

Cockermouth 

Character self 
catering Flat 
Log fires, walled 
garden. 

Sleeps 2-7 plus cot. 
Explore Lakes and 
S. Scotland. 
Brochure 

0118 9264149 


THK FAMOUS LIMESTONE LOCHS OF Dl'RNESS 
ARE AVAILABLE ONLY TO THE GUESTS OF 


DURNESS TELEPHONE 01971 511212 

, J 7/te ( 7afte °MuiUt ."Hofei enjoyy an envied aefalaliem 
fo* fine feed, an cx/etuine trine (id, exccMeeU 
accotnencdalum and a tea un wcleotne f all iW* gtted* 
HOLDERS 0FTW0LES ROUTIERS AWARDS & THE CORPS D'ELITE FOR AN OUTSTANDING 
WELL BALANCED WINE LIST REPRESENTING EXCELLENT VALLE & HOLDERS OF THE 
CASSEROLE AWARD FOR GOOD FOOD. A WARM WELCOME AND SUPERB VALUE FOR MONEY 


DOVERHAY PUCE 

Minehead Road, 
Porlock TA24 8EX 

Country house in 4 acres of 
formal Edwardian gardens on 
the edge of Exmoor, 
overlooking Porlock Bay. 
Weekly terms, short breaks, 
weekends. En-suite rooms, 
single rooms available, no 
supplement. Dogs by 
arrangement. All meals 
prepared by our own Chef 
with fresh produce. Licensed. 
Group enquiries welcome. 
For Brochure: 
TEL/FAX 01643 862996 


PREAM 

COTTAGES 

- SIMPLY THE BEST 
SELF CATERING FOR 
ALL SEASONS SEA 
AND COUNTRY 
LOCAnONS IN 
PICTURESQUE DORSET 


AND THE RORDERING 
COUNTIES 

Tel: 01305 761347 

www.drMm-eotta 9 ts.co.uk 


Priestway Holiday Park, Swanage "Arrive as a guest - Leave as a friend" 

Seaviews, shop, launderette, 4/8 berth, full mains caravans, 
fridge, colour T.V. Play area Pets welcome 
Camping available - Special concessions Swanage Steam Railway 

Special breaks on offer 

Tel: 01929 422747 or 01929 424154 


NORMANDY 


Normonde. One hour from Caen ferry. 

3 double bedrooms, sitting room, farmhouse style 
kitchen, two bathrooms. 

Most dates £150 -£350 pw. 

Tel: (01494) 782277 


Retreats 


Stress and Stillness 

Doorways to God 

2nd-6th October 2000 
A retreat led by 
Wanda Nash at 
The College, Millport, 
Isle of Cumbrae, 
Scotland 

(easily accessible by 
public transport) 

For further details phone 
01475 530353 or email 

1ccumbraedargyll.anglican.org 

Chanty No. SC023281 


litc^ 


Whitcnester 

Christian Guest House and 
Country Retreat 

Borthaugh, Hawick, 

Scottish Borders TD9 7LN 
*A safe plate’ 

for holidays, rest, counselling, 
prayer, ministry, retreats 

Warm, welcoming Victorian country 
house 

Good food Extensive gardens 
Beautiful hill views 

Call for details of this month's 
special offers! 

For details tel/fax: 01450 377477 
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Feature 


What shall we do with our ASB? 


The Bishop of 
Reading 

continues his 
series on the new 

Common Worship 

liturgy 

One parish is 
using their 
old ASB books 
for a parish 
bonfire with baked 
potatoes on 
31 December. They 
will use the 
admission charge 
to raise money for 
their Common 
Worship booklets. 


I AM told that Adam said to 
Eve, ‘My dear, we live in a 
time of change’. Many of us 
don’t welcome change. We 
have become familiar with the 
ASB during the past 20 years 
and now we are having to 
think about new services. For 
the most part, the new services 
from Common Worship 
which will be used on Sundays 
are similar to the Prayer Book 
and the ASB but with a 
greater variety of material. 

Some people have asked me 
if it’s true that the 
Archdeacons are training snif- 
fer dogs to search for ASB 
books kept in churches after 
31 December! Probably not, 
but parishes will certainly 
have to think carefully about 
how to dispose of their copies 
especially as some may have 
been given in memory of 
loved ones. The environmen- 
tally friendly may want to 
contact a local paper mer- 
chant to see if they can be 
recycled, or parishes may wish 
to give them to members of 
the congregation as being of 
historical interest - I have the 
1549 and 1552 as well as 
1662 Books of Common 
Prayer. One parish has told 
me they are having a parish 
bonfire and baked potatoes on 
31 December with an admis- 
sion charge to raise money for 
their Common Worship 
booklets. 


Theology 

Behind the new Common 
Worship services is a new the- 
ological emphasis on God’s 
activity in Christ, the Church 
and worship. For example, it 
relates the Spirit more clear- 
ly to the work of creation and 
stresses the self-giving, suffer- 
ing love of God, thereby 
strengthening the link 
between the incarnation and 
the cross. The ASB uses 
images of the Church as the 
‘family of God’ and the ‘body 
of Christ’ whereas Common 
Worship also uses the image 
of the Church as a pilgrim 
people. It also provides for an 
inter-active Eucharistic Prayer 
in which the congregation join 
in, showing that it is priest 
and people who celebrate the 
Eucharist together. 

Liturgical principles 

Common Worship recognises 
that whilst we are one 
Church, local settings differ. 
The size of the congregation, 
the style of preaching, the 
musical resources, the use of 
silence, the shape of the build- 
ing, the pastoral needs of the 
congregation (such as fami- 
lies, children, newcomers, etc.) 
and the setting (church, nurs- 
ing home, prison, etc) are 
important considerations in 
planning liturgy. Complete 
uniformity is not expected but 
there will be a ‘family like- 


ness’, which binds us together 
with other liturgical churches. 

Liturgy needs to take place 
within the context of evangeli- 
sation; in other words, in wor- 
ship we should all find an 
experience of God and be 
challenged by a deeper under- 
standing of the gospel. 
Therefore each new service 
has a definite shape and recog- 
nisable structure and texts to 
enable it to flow. This pro- 
vides both a common likeness 
but also flexibility and it will 
be possible to mix both mod- 
ern and traditional texts. 

For some services, such as 
the Initiation Service and 
funerals, there is a wide choice 
of material to help meet local 
pastoral needs, but it will be 
important to choose carefully! 
We are already finding that 
some churches are wanting to 
use all the options and confir- 
mation services can last two 
hours! 

A long process 

The Common Worship mater- 
ial represents years of scholar- 
ship, experiment and debate 
to produce worship that seeks 
to be worthy of God and 
addresses the mission and pas- 
toral needs of churches in the 
third Millennium. As the 
Bishop of St Albans said in 
General Synod, ‘ Here in these 
liturgies we stand on holy 
ground’. 


Christian Aid Week (14 -20 May) brings hope for Florence 


‘Children Make our Future’ is 
the theme of Christian Aid 
Week this year. But children 
also have to live with the past. 
In the dusty streets of Kigali, 
capital of Rwanda, I met 
Florence Mujawamaria aged 
21 who sells shoes from a stall 
leaning against a shanty town 
bar. Florence (pictured) is the 
head of her family caring for a 
younger brother and sister. 
She is one of 300,000 children 
in Rwanda in families with- 
out parents or adults as a 
result of the genocide of 1994. 
Christian Aid funds an organ- 
isation called Barakabaho 
(‘Let them Live!’) which gives 


a loan to Florence and hun- 
dreds of other young people to 
enable them to set up a small 
business. Life is hard trying to 
sell shoes in a poor communi- 
ty but there is determination 
in Florence’s eyes; with the 
support of Christian Aid she is 
building a future. During 
Christian Aid Week thousands 
of collectors will be on the 
streets around the Diocese, 
going door to door through 
our local communities asking 
people to support a message 
of hope for young people like 
Florence and the millions she 
represents in the 60 poorest 
countries of the world. This 



year they will be distributing 
and collecting larger envelopes 
which invite us to make use of 
the new tax rules introduced 


in the budget. In special ser- 
vices there will be the oppor- 
tunity to focus on the lives of 
children in Rwanda, India and 
Nicaragua. We will be encour- 
aged to give generously, to act 
to tackle the causes of poverty 
and to open our hearts to pray 
with and for young people like 
Florence who are at the heart 
of God’s Kingdom. 

David Pain, Area Co-ordinator 
Oxon and Berks 

For more details of how you can 
support Christian Aid contact: 
David Pain for Oxon and Berks 
01865 717070 Sue James for 
Bucks 01 908 261 352 
www.christian-aid.org. uk 


Gospel performance 


What makes a retired vicar learn the whole of 
St Mark’s Gospel off by heart and then perform 
it in public? That is what Jim Spence did 
because he believes that Mark wrote a drama 
which needs to be heard in its entirety in order 
fully to be appreciated and understood. 


Behind the attempt to per- 
form his Gospel there lies the 
conviction that what Mark 
has written for us is a drama. 
It tells a story with a develop- 
ing theme and building up to 
an agonising climax. In other 
words it is something that 
can be per- 
formed. We 
can no more 
take in fully 
what his 
Gospel is 
about with- 
out hearing 
the whole of 
it, than we 
could hope to 
understand 
Hamlet after 
only seeing 
one scene. If 
we can lift the story off the 
printed page and bring it 
alive, we will find the work- 
ing out of its details is almost 
unbearably exciting. 

The biggest problem the 
performer faces is unbelief. 
To do his job properly he 
must act out the story on his 
own, speaking the entire 
Gospel without looking at 
the book or any other sort of 
prompter. People cannot 
believe this is possible so 
they either stay away or are 
so astonished by the feat of 
memory, that they fail to take 
in the full drama of the story. 

Ironically this is an advan- 
tage, for something very like 
this is one of the themes of 
Mark. Nothing that anyone 
had ever been able to visu- 
alise quite matched the reali- 
ty when the Son of God 
entered human history. 
Therefore when they saw it, 
people either did not believe 
it was He, or else were so 
amazed that they failed to 
look below the surface and 
discern the deeper truth. 

Even though he is using only 
the text of the Gospel, the 
performer cannot avoid giv- 
ing an element of interpreta- 


tion. For instance there are 
many words of rebuke spo- 
ken by Christ to his critics 
and also to his disciples. 
What tone of voice is to be 
used for these? Are they to be 
spoken with sorrow or with 
anger? Is Christ stem, or gen- 
tle? Or could 
there even be 
a twinkle in 
his eye? 

A key ques- 
tion is where 
to end the 
performance. 
Although two 
alternative 
endings have 
been added, it 
appears that 
what Mark 
himself wrote 
ends rather abruptly at the 
end of verse 8 in the final 
chapter. No one can quite 
decide whether he intended 
to end there or whether his 
planned ending has been lost. 
But in a performance, Mark’s 
actual ending, however 
abrupt, has great power. The 
story is unfinished because it 
goes on today in our own 
lives and Churches. We leave 
with the words of the angel at 
the tomb ringing in our ears, 
words that take their place as 
a third divine voice in the 
Gospel, alongside those at 
the Baptism at its beginning 
and at the Transfiguration at 
its mid-point. 

‘You are looking for Jesus of 
Nazareth. He was crucified: 
he has been raised. He is not 
here: he is going ahead of 
you. You will see him: as he 
told you.’ 

Jim Spence has performed the 
Gospel according to Mark in 
Wallingford and Bright- 
well-cum-Sotwell. He will be 
repeating it at Berinsfield Church 
at 7.30 pm on Thursday II May and 
at Dorchester Abbey at 7 pm on 
Sunday 14 May. The dates come at 
the beginning of a period when the 
lectionary readings work steadily 
through Mark. 



Autogenic Therapy for Effective 
Stress Management 

Highly effective self-help stress 
management technique. 

• Relief from the negative effects of stress. 

• Simple, easily learned mental exercises 
link mind and body together in association with 

deep relaxation. 

• Individual or small group format - supportive setting. 
Tom Goss MA, Dip.AP. 

UKCP Reg Psychotherapist 

Tel: 01865 351 765 


STOLES 


Embroidery for 
worship, ceremony 
and celebration 


and all embroidered 
vestments and 
furnishings including 

Altar Frontals. Lectern 
Falls and Banners 

made to commission. 
Embroidery repairs 
undertaken. 

Plain and embroidered 
altar linen. 


P lease contact 

Christine Donaldson 
OPUS 

75 Overn Avenue 
Buckingham 
MK18 1LU 
Tel. 01280 823132 



# CLIENT 
CENTRED 
COUNSELLING 

• Relationship issues • Loss 

• Bereavement • Low self-esteem 

• Depression • Anxiety 

• Racial discrimination 

• Mental health issues 

Sliding Scale of Charges 
Fiona ) Cockings 

Tel & Fax 01865 790694 



FILM & TV 
EXTRAS 

Required in and around the 
London area 

For immediate interview, 
contact: 

0171 793 4265 
0171 463 2203 

We comply with the Employment 
Agency Ad 1973 


ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 

We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising in the 
tranquilliser-free care of patients with Alzheimer’s 
disease. We have qualified and experienced staff, large 
gardens and grounds, and beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, or respite care, contact: 
GEORGE TUTHILL 
who will be pleased to show you around 

^XSDINGTON Near Banbury, 

“^OUSE 

NURSING HOME 


Oxon OX17 1SD 
Telephone: (01295) 750513 


J. M. MITCHELL 

Church Supplies 

3 Crownest Lane, 
Bingley BD16 4HN. 
Tel: 01274 786828 
Fax: 01274 409188 
www.jmchurchsupplies.com 
New 20CX) catalogue. 

Web site re-launch March 31st 
- special offers every month! 
Over 5,(XX) items now sold - 
furniture, communion 
equipment, brass & silver ware, 
collection bags/plates, 

PA equipment and accessories 
etc, etc. 

Please state items of interest. 


★ ★★★ 


TABLEWHERE? 


Matching service for new 
and discontinued 
Wedgwood, Doulton, 
Spode, Aynsley, Coalport, 
Minton, Royal Albert, 
Denby, Hornsea. 
Paragon, RC Derby, 
Poole, Johnsons, 
Midwinter etc. 

WE ALSO BUY! 

Call: 0181 381 61 liar 
Fax: 8181 381 4143 

TABLEWHERE? 

4 Queens Parade Close, 
Friem Barnet, London Nil 3 FT 
Email: 

tablewhere @ globalnet.co.uk 
www.tablewhere.co.uk 

X d 


Aromatherapy 

^ c STEAM CAPSULE^ ^ ^ 



The relaxing and healthy way to help relieve 
conditions such as: 

Headaches, Colds and Flu, 

Skin Problems, Back Ache, 

Insomnia, Rheumatism, 

Arthritis, Blood Pressure, 

Sinusitis, Sports Injuries, Respiratory 
Problems, Hay Fever. Stress 
and Many Others 


• Built-in CD/radio and 
speakers 

• Electronic display with both 
internal and external 
control panels 

• Self assembly in 10 

minutes 

• 13 amp power supply - no 
wiring or plumbing required 


119 Botley Road, Oxford 0X2 OHD telephone 01865 210441 facsimile 01865 250231 


The Aromatherapy 
Steam Capsule 
provides one of 
the most relaxing 
and healthy 
treatments for 
rejuvenating the 
body, revitalising 
the mind and thus 
helping to relieve 
many of the 
ailments brought 
about by today’s 
hectic lifestyles. 


) 
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Comment 


Rogation Sunday 


‘Whatever you 
ask the Father in 
my name’ 

Rogation 
Sunday is associ- 
ated with a pro- 
cession around 
the fields of the 
parish to pray 
for God’s blessing on the 
growing crops in fields and 
gardens. The procession 
also served another pur- 
pose, that of marking the 
parish boundaries, of great 
importance in the days 
before Ordinance Survey 
maps. 

In an age of high tech farm- 
ing, GM crops and cloned 
pigs, we need to be remind- 
ed of our fundamental 
dependence on the God 
who creates and who holds 
constantly in creation and 
of our responsibilities to 
use, but not to damage, 
that which we have been 
given. 

This year Rogation Sunday 
takes on an added signifi- 
cance as the churches 
respond to the deep crisis in 
the farming community. 
Recent announcements will 
certainly help, but farming 
is undergoing profound 
structural change, and 
there are, and will be, many 
casualties. The Rural 
Churches Group of 
Churches Together in 
England have asked urban 
and rural congregations to 
adopt Rogation Sunday (28 
May) as a day of prayer for 


the farming 
community. As 
a further 

expression of 
support it has 
been suggested 
that local 
churches 
encourage 
people to wear 
a green ribbon - an idea 
used to great effect by 
churches in the USA who 
have organised a similar 
day of prayer for their 
farmers. Orders of service 
and ribbons can be 
obtained from the Arthur 
Rank Centre (National 
Agricultural Centre, 

Stoneleigh Park, 

Warwickshire CV8 2LZ). 

But farmers are not alone in 
finding themselves the vic- 
tims of global and structur- 
al change which can, in a 
relatively short time, 
destroy the livelihoods of 
thousands of people. We 
hold in our prayers all 
those who are the victims 
of such dramatic changes, 
and pray for them and for 
their families. 

On that Sunday, I shall be 
leading prayers at the 
Oxfordshire County Fayre 
at Hopcrofts Holt, hosted 
this year by the Enstone 
Young Farmers’ Club; our 
prayers will be not just for 
our local farming commu- 
nity but for farming across 
the world, and for an end 
to starvation. 

+ Anthony Dorchester 



FROM THE 
BISHOP OF 
DORCHESTER 


Diocesan Appointments 


Blessed are the peacemakers 

For 35 years CHIPS, a Henley-based charity, has lived out a practical ministry of reconciliation in areas of tension around 
the world. Their director Roy Calvocoressi shows how their philosophy can be applied to other situations 


The Revd Hilary Benson, 
Chaplain St Edward’s School, 
Oxford to be Chaplain, Queen 
Anne’s School, Caversham; 
the Revd Giles Godber, Chaplain 
Heatherwood and Park Hospital 
(NHS Trust) to be Priest in 
Charge, Geddington w. Weekley 
and Diocesan Ecumenical 
Officer, Peterborough Diocese; 
the Revd Colin Hutchings, 

Rector of Waddeson w. Over 
Winchendon and Fleet Marston 


is retiring; the Revd Colin 
Mattock, Vicar of Linslade, to 
be Priest in Charge. Pebworth w. 
Honebourne and Dorsington, 
Gloucester Diocese; the Revd 
Ivan Mann, Chaplain 
Community of St Mary the 
Virgin, Wantage to be Assistant 
Chaplain, Royal Berks and 
Battle Hospitals, NHS Trust 
with special responsibility for 
Delwood and Duchess of Kent 
House. 


CHIPS (Christian Inter- 
national Peace Service) began 
in 1964 when I led a small 
group of volunteers to 
Cyprus. For the next eight 
years the team tended aban- 
doned citrus and olive groves 
in areas where the owners 
were afraid to go, and reset- 
tled abandoned villages. 

Since then CHIPS teams have 
worked in many parts of the 
world, including inner-city 
London. They work in areas 
of tension but not where there 
is outright war. The teams live 
simply at the level of the peo- 
ple around them and wherev- 
er possible include Christians 
from all sides of the conflict. 
They show that it is possible 
to co-exist peacefully, and 
serve the local communities in 
practical ways. But CHIPS’ 
main aim is Christian peace 
making, not just development 
work, nor negotiating treaties. 
Nor does CHIPS aim to evan- 
gelise by preaching. 

As I write, I am about to 
visit a CHIPS project in 
North East Uganda because 
serious troubles have broken 
out there. The Karamojong, 
whose men all carry guns, 
have been pillaging villages in 
the border area, and 20,000 
Iteso people have fled their 
homes. 

After nine years of steady 
progress in working for peace 
between the Iteso and the 
Karamojong tribes, we now 
face a serious setback. In real- 
ity this is more a time of test- 
ing than a setback. Ups and 
downs are the stock in trade 
of peacemaking. Times of 
quiet are interrupted by out- 
breaks of violence. During the 
latter, are we able to show in 
practice that Christ is our 
peace (Ephesians 2:14,16)? 
More specifically, can we 
demonstrate that through his 
followers and peacemakers he 
not only bears our sin in gen- 
eral (1 Peter 2: 24) but bears 
our enmity, hostility, hate and 
antagonism in particular 
(Ephesians 2:14) ? 

In October 1999, the elder 
of the local Karamojong came 
to the CHIPS base at 
Lomaratoiti to speak to us. 


Apa Iriama Abong said: 
‘Lomaratoiti before CHIPS 
came was a place frequented 
by hyenas and wild animals, a 
place notorious for a gang of 
thieves. Before CHIPS came, 
Lomaratoiti was the main 
place for tension for 50 kilo- 
metres to the North and 50 


kilometres to the West. Now, 
however, the news is travelling 
of the change that has taken 
place here, and there is an 
influx of people. Bitterness has 
been removed by the word of 
God being preached here at 
Lomaratoiti.’ And also, we 
hope, by the Word of God 
being lived. 

He said that the Karamojong 
planned to make a settlement 
there, supported by their guns. 
Iriama continued, ‘It failed. 
Now CHIPS has shown it has 
more power than guns.’ He 
concluded ‘I urge CHIPS to 
stand firm and independently.’ 
CHIPS came to Uganda in 
1991, and first established a 
base at Kapelebyong. The cur- 
rent base, at Lomaratoiti, is 
CHIPS’ fourth in this part of 
Uganda. A CHIPS team of 


eight Ugandans live there, 
working together to serve the 
local communities, with prac- 
tical matters such as digging 
wells, repairing dams, lending 
seed, oxen and ploughs to 
farmers. Of great importance 
also are the two team mem- 
bers who visit the eleven 


CHIPS ‘para-vets’ who move 
with the cattle over thousands 
of square kilometres. The 
whole team, which includes 
both Karamojong and Iteso 
members, and usually an 
Englishman, demonstrate that 
it i$ possible to live together 
peacefully. They also pray and 
worship together. Two thriv- 
ing churches have sprung up 
as a by-product of their work. 

Through Christ, who is our 
peace, CHIPS helps in the 
on-going process of peace- 
making, desiring that lasting 
peace which is so much more 
than the absence of war. One 
key idea can be found in 
Ephesians 2, verses 13 to 17. 
Christ Jesus, who ‘himself is 
our peace’, destroyed the 
dividing wall of hostility 
between Jew and Gentile, cre- 


ating ‘one new man out of the 
two, thus making peace, . . . 
and reconciling both of them 
to God’. 

Another important concept 
for CHIPS is that of absorbing 
the enmity from both sides 
and carrying it away to God. 
Peacemakers following in 
Christ’s footsteps can expect 
to suffer, even unjustly, and be 
hated and mistrusted by both 
sides. (See 1 Peter 2: 18-25.) 
Sometimes simply being a 
‘third party’ in the midst of 
tension does a lot to defuse the 
tension - grumbles and anger 
about the other side’s behav- 
iour can be quietly expressed 
to the CHIPS team rather than 
in direct confrontation. 

But CHIPS philosophy goes 
further. The enmity is 
absorbed and carried away, 
through Jesus Christ. Through 
him, and his death on the 
cross, people can be truly rec- 
onciled to one another and to 
God. He needs us to do this 
sort of thing now in this time 
of testing and setback. We are 
privileged to fill out that 
which is lacking in the suffer- 
ings of Christ (Colossians 
1:24) confident that Jesus has 
died once for all time and for 
all people and in all places 
(Hebrews 9:25-28). These 
principles can be applied 
equally well at the place of 
work, within the family and 
even between factions within 
a church. 

Please pray that the CHIPS 
team in Uganda can find ways 
to be effective peacemakers in 
this situation of disappoint- 
ment. It is such a contrast to 
last October, when there was 
such rejoicing because 2000 
people had settled peacefully 
around the CHIPS team in a 
area once too dangerous to 
live in. 


During the coming 12 months 
CHIPS will be running seminars 
and study weekends to share what 
we have learned since we began. 
Details are available from Peter 
Harvey, General Secretary, 
CHIPS, Bix Bottom Fargi, 
Henley-on-Thames, Oxon, RG9 
6BH. Telephone 01491 413616. 
E-mail CHIPSbix@aol.com. 



(Top I to r) Karamojong warrier with Charles Eborn, CHIPS 
Uganda team leader; Roy Calvocoressi with the Cross of Nails 
awarded to CHIPS by Coventry Cathedral, (bottom) Worship 
in Aleri Church which has grown out of CHIPS work. 


It Can Be Done: 

The Real Heroes of the Inner City 
Fred Catherwood 

The Evangelical Alliance president calls for more 
government commitment, in an account of social 
malaise and the churches’ work in dealing with it 
Based on research into church projects UK-wide 
including Bristol, Southampton, Chessington, Sheffield 
ISBN: 0 7188 3003 2, price £9.99, publication 27 March 

‘Good and Proper Men’: 

Lord Palmerston & the Bench of Bishops 
Nigel Scotland 

Changes and reform of the English Episcopate 
during the mid- Victoria Era, showing the move 
from aristocratic prelacy to accessible pastors. 
Nigel Scotland teaches religion & theology at 
Cheltenham & Gloucester College of Higher Education 
ISBN: 0 227 67946 6, price £40, publication 19 April 

order ro & M Please send me: 

copy/ies of It Can be Done @ £9.99 ea 

copy/ies of ‘ Good & Proper Men @ £40 ea 

(please add £1 .50 p&p and enclose cbeque/credit card details) 
Name Address 


send to: James Clarke & Co/The Lutterworth Press, 
PO Box 60, Cambridge , CB1 2NT phone 01223-350865 
Fax 01223 366951 taUseUtturworth.com www.lutterwortk.com 



£ a wages cheque £ a council cheque 
£ a DSS cheque £ a tax rebate 
£ any other cheque from a recognised company 
THEN WE CAN CASH IT WHILE YOU WATT! 

This includes cheques crossed 

“Account Payee Only” and/or “Not Negotiable" 

TOO LONG TILL PAY DAY? 

We can also cash your personal cheques supported by a 
guarantee card and NOT bank them for up to four weefcs. 
We will purchase your jewellery, TVs, VCRs and other 
electricals and most other household items of vSfae. 


We operate a modem service 
providing loans of £10 upwards 
against most items of value 


We provide a range of high quality 
new and nearly new goods for sale 
at bargain prices with warranty 


ALSO A BUY • SELL • LOAN • SERVICE 



SLIM WHILE YOU SLEEP 

100% NATURAL 

No need to change your eating habits. 
Simply take prior to sleep and watch the 
inches disappear! 

Tel. Linda 0800 056 1690 



Serious People looking to lose 


weight and feel great, in the next 
30 days. 

* Natural Products 
• 30 Day Money 
Back Guarantee 

Call Joan 

01865 811309 

Independent Herbalife Distributor 
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to the editor 


Iraq: rethinking sanctions 


Cancers 
proliferating, 
medicines have 
been consistent- 
ly denied, and 
education is 
being seriously 
diminished in 
Iraq since sanc- 
tions because 
of the country’s 
warmongering. 

The interna- 
tionally im- 
posed priva- 
tions have 
begun to bite deep into 
ordinary people’s lives, so 
now Iraqi religious leaders, 
Christian and Muslim, have 
started appealing to the 
West to bring an end to the 
suffering that is being 
inflicted on innocent people 
in the name of peace. 

The New Internationalist 
devoted its September 1999 
edition to exposing the real 
effects of the sanctions. 
Channel 4 screened a docu- 
mentary by John Pilger in 
March. UN Human Rights 
Observers are starting to 
express distress. Organisa- 
tions are beginning to 
emerge specifically to cam- 
paign against the inhuman- 
ity of the sanctions. 
Anglican Church leaders 
have made visits to learn 
about the effects. 
International Christian ag- 
encies are starting to speak 
on behalf of their partners 
who are appealing for 
change to the sanctions. 

Saddam Hussein has not 
altered his claims or his 
policies. He and his regime 
remain personally unaffect- 
ed by the sanctions. In fact 
sanctions busting on a 
grand scale keeps them 
comfortable. But while 
Saddam continues to build 
elaborate palaces and live 
in comfort, professional 
people who might want to 


oppose his 
regime are eff- 
ectively silenced 
because, like 
everyone else, 
they depend on 
government dis- 
tribution of aid. 
While older 
Iraqis with a 
British educa- 
tion often have 
a benevolent 
respect for 
Britain, there is 
a generation 
developing with a growing 
resentment for the West as 
their human rights, includ- 
ing decent education, are 
being abused. 

What should we do? The 
UN sanctions were put in 
place to curtail Saddam’s 
deadly activities. They were 
a public display led by the 
West to show that we will 
not tolerate aggression. But 
the very measures that were 
meant to protect against 
aggression and bring peace 
are now themselves shown 
to be causing human harm. 
This is the controversial 
issue that people of com- 
passion are wrestling with. 

CCOW (Christian 
Concern for One World) is 
hosting an evening on 22 
June to look at the issues.* 
Informed guests, including 
representatives from New 
Internationalist , Centre of 
Reconciliation, Board for 
Social Responsibility and 
Oxford Centre for Islamic 
Studies, are being invited to 
explore the options for 
action. Everyone interest- 
ed is encouraged to come 
along so that they can then 
decide what action might 
be appropriate for them 
and their churches. 

Thursday, 22 June, St Nicholas 
Church Hall, Elsfield Road, Old 
Marston, Oxford at 7.30pm 



Gill Poole 
Area Co-ordinator, 
Church Mission 
Society 


Taking God seriously, remarriage after divorce, new prayer book, help for the disabled 


I was very encouraged to 
read about the new initia- 
tive for the Church entitled 
‘A Strategy For Evangelis- 
ation’ (February). From 
what Chris Neal said in the 
interview I am delighted 
that the Church is now 
looking towards the need 
for a fresh start. 

Since reading the article I 
have also seen the Consul- 
tation Paper. I agree with 
much of what is contained 
in the document. However, I 
feel there is insufficient 
emphasis given to the need 
for the Church to take God 
seriously. This is reflected in 
much of the Church’s recent 
history. Allow me to give 
some examples: 

1 Jesus told His disciples to 
‘preach the Kingdom, heal 
the sick and raise the dead’. 
The Church has largely 
failed to obey either of the 
last two parts and has so 
distorted the Gospel that 
many people now have seri- 
ous doubts about the birth, 
death and resurrection of 
Jesus. Some even question 
whether He lived at all. We 
have elevated to the position 
of Bishop some who have 
perpetrated such views. 

2 God said that we should 
give a tenth of everything 
back to Him. We have said 
that a twentieth is quite suf- 
ficient. 

I don’t think there is any 
need for me to give any fur- 
ther examples. My main 
feeling is that before we can 
start thinking about how 
the Church should continue 
into the future, there is a 
need for us to repent and 
beg God’s forgiveness for 
the past. 

If we can do that, and if we 
seriously start to obey the 
commands that Jesus gave 
to His disciples; if we pro- 
claim the Gospel without 
fear and without distortion, 
substantiating it with ac- 
companied acts of healing, 
etc. then maybe we will see 
such a movement of the 
Holy Spirit in people’s lives 


that we will witness a 
growth in God’s Kingdom 
such as we have never seen 
before. 

Tony Winn 

Woo Istone, Milton Keynes 


How uncharitable Mr 
Tonkyn (Letters April 2000) 
is about the remarriage of 
divorcees. Would he really 
deny the consolation of a 
second marriage in Church 
to an innocent party in a 
break-up ? To a battered 
wife who finds a new 
chance of happiness; to a 
man whose first wife has 
denied him children ? If he 
would not refuse remarriage 
in those clear-cut cases, 
where would he draw the 
line ? 

He quotes Jesus’ teaching, 
but fails to note that divorce 
in the time of Christ was a 
different matter from today: 
divorce could have reduced 
women and children to des- 
titution, and if there was no 
family to help, there were 
no safety-nets. Mr Tonkyn 
might wonder why there are 
so many ‘disastrous alterna- 
tives to traditional mar- 
riage’: could it be that peo- 
ple who see so many tradi- 
tional marriages fail are rel- 
uctant to take the risk? If 
Mr Tonkyn would ban re- 
marriage in Church, would 
he also campaign against 
civil remarriage ? If not, 
would he ban remarried 
couples from the Church? 

To answer ‘yes’ to either 
would be unrealistic and 
unchristian. But if he is pre- 
pared for the Church to 
welcome couples who have 
been remarried elsewhere, 
he risks being accused of 
hypocrisy. 

Mr Tonkyn’s proposed ban 
might save the Church from 
having to make decisions in 
difficult cases, and might 
save the Church from being 
accused of hypocrisy, if it 
were to allow couples to 
make new vows. But this 
would be at a very steep 


price. People would view 
the Church as being more 
and more out of touch, old- 
fashioned, hardhearted, and, 
ultimately, irrelevant. The 
Church is already regarded 
by millions in this country 
as out of touch and irrele- 
vant - can it really afford 
not to develop charitable 
attitudes more attuned to 
our times ? 

Valerie Moyses 
Bloxham 


Richard Lawson’s reserva- 
tions about yet another 
Prayer Book (Letters April 
2000) deserve respect. He 
has at least used ASB and 
has recognised its strengths 
as well as its weaknesses. I 
think, however, it was 
always envisaged that 
another major revision must 
be underaken. The surprise 
and delight for many of us 
who grew up through this 
era of revision (Series 2, 3, 
ASB, etc.) has been the way 
ASB has proved worthy of 
its task, in some parts for 
up to 25 years.We will 
probably never agree on the 
reasons for decline in 
Church attendance; I can 
only say from personal 
experience that the excite- 
ment and hope of new ser- 
vices, hymns and readings 
had a profound effect on 
many of my age at our 
Church around 30 years 
ago. We gained the impres- 
sion that the Church was 
for us, too - not just the 
people whose names were 
carved all around the build- 
ing. The Church was ad- 
dressing her people in the 
language of the day and our 
personal experience of a 
God who could be respond- 
ed to likewise was strongly 
confirmed.Who could blame 
me for wishing the same 
delight and discovery for my 
children? How could we, 
who have been so inspired 
by a Church remaining true 
to her call to reform, teach 
children, newcomers and 


each other that the most fit- 
ting response to God in 
Christ was to ape the prosey 
language of 17th century 
Court life, or maintain the 
now-dated lyric of the 
1970s? We revise because 
we are still in the process of 
perfecting our praises. 

That’s not a fad, but a duty. 
Revd Leigh Spicer 
Bracknell, Berks 


I am a Christian father with 
three young children, one of 
whom is autistic. Following 
my experiences with taking 
that child to church and the 
difficulties experienced, I 
have been given a passion, 
to better the lot of disabled 
people and their families in 
churches through the UK. 

As my first step I have set 
up a web site (www.caring- 
uk.org.uk), where are some 
testimonies of autism in 
church, and two Internet 
e-mail based discussion 
groups, one for Christians 
with an interest in any dis- 
ability, the other for Christ- 
ians with an interest in 
autism. The aim is to pro- 
vide prayer and support and 
to set up a UK-wide net- 
work of Christians able to 
share experiences and ideas 
and actually improve the lot 
of disabled people in 
churches. 

I am writing (1) to invite 
anyone who has any interest 
in disability to join the 
groups, (2) to ask for your 
help in advertising the web 
site in any magazines you 
produce. I am a private indi- 
vidual with no backing. 

Your prayers and encour- 
agement will certainly help 
me press on! 

David Hodgson 


We have been having trouble 
with our e-mails and apologise 
to anyone who has been 
unable to get a message 
through to u$. Please note our 
temporary address: 
christine.zwartdfsmail.net 
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- ALARM SYSTEMS DESIGNED, 
MAINTAINED AND INSTALLED 

- ACCESS AND ENTRY CONTROL 
SYSTEMS 

■ ACCESS AND SECURITY 
LIGHTING 

- FIRE ALARMS 
' CCTV 

■ INSURANCE APPROVED 
INTRUDER ALARMS 

t 24 hour emergency 
call out - all 
areas 

01608 646467 
Mobile 
0802 540294 


special 
Offer with i 
this Advert 
Phone now: 
for more 
letails 


FOR AIL YOUR TU.MC NEEDS ... 

PROM START TO FINISH 

BICESTER TILE CENTRE 


Victoria Road, Bicoster (opposite -winners') 
TEL: 01869 247729 

fstaBUshrd onr IS years 


•How* Vou Over With 0 Urt > 

MEADHAMs 

^Garden Machinery Sales & Service 



MINSTER LOVELL 

Tel: 01993 778900 

68a Brize Norton road 
Minster Lovell, Oxon 



Producers of quality traditional soil 
improving Compost Topsoil 
& Mulch 
1(X)% Organic 

Worton products are totally sterilised 
through a natural process, they are 
all high in essential (humus) organic 
matter. Worton Mulch, Worton Blend Compost & 

Worton Supa-Soil available at low prices! 

Use our products in any gardening situation 

For more information call 

Tel. 01865 882644 

Fax. 01865 884498 /^T^\ 

E-mail: worton@oxford.totalserve.co.uk 
Worton Park, Cassington, Oxford 


(£) 


Garden Furniture of Distinction 

Stylish furniture for the garden , conservatory and 
home , built in solid aluminium - made for a lifetime 
in classical and contemporary designs. 

Plus an original range of hardwood furniture and 
hand carved basalt stone features. 

For a free brochure , ring 

Encompass Furniture Accessories 
on 02392 631859 or www.encompassco.com > 


Quality Re-upholstery 
Old & New 

FINE FURNITURE 
RESTORATION 

• LARGE SELECTION OF FABRICS 
• FREE ESTIMATES 
•ALL CONTRACT 
WORK UNDERTAKEN 

David Gibbons Tel: 01 869 278119 



Select 

Windows 



Give your home a beautiful new outlook . . . 
with a wide range of safe, secure windows , 
doors , patio doors and conserv atories 

Unit 15, TF Smith Buildings yKvS 
154 Newland, Witney 
Telephone: (01993) 773880 
Fax: (01993) 771881 



PUBLIC ADDRESS 

New systems: Updates: Inductive loops: 
Radio microphones: Portable PA 
(eg. Lecterns, Briefcases, Shoulder units): 
CCTV 

Consult the Specialists 

ROYSTONS 

P.O. Box 1, Fordingbridge, 

Hants. SP6 3PQ 
Telephone anytime: 

01725 518428 or 0589 247960 


'^READNEEDr^' 


house 


Embroideries 

The local specialist embroidery shop. 

Fabrics, threads, charts, always something new 
Speciality design and making up service. 

Gold threads, suitable for church embroidery 

9 Nuneham Courtenay, Oxford 01865 343407 


BJ. WARREN 

A SSOCIATES 

Chartered Architects 

73 Himley Green, Linslade, 

Leighton Buzzard, Beds., LU7 7PZ 

Tel/Fax: 01525 217468 

(Mobile 07939 130803) 
e-mail: 

bj warren.associates@themaiLco.uk 
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A fully serviced 
apartment at 
Aynhoe Park 

At Aynhoe Park we have apartments suited to 
retired professional people. The Apartments 
range in size from small studio rooms to three- 
roomed apartments. All have a private bathroom 
and utility area. All meals, cleaning, apartment 
maintenance and heating are provided and there 
is 24 hour cover. 

At the moment we have a selection of vacant 
apartments. A loan is payable for the apartment 
and a monthly charge covers the services provid- 
ed. 

If you would like to know more, or view 
the apartments, telephone Tony and Judy 
Bester on (01869) 810636. 


Ok 

rut 0 

Opportunities 

UK 


Opportunities UK Ltd supplies 
temporary 

staff to small residential homes 
■ for people 
with disabilities. 

Are you a caring person who 
could find such work rewarding? 

We are a newly formed company whose managers have 
considerable experience in the provision of healthcare. We 
have close contacts with many community care services in 
Berkshire and Oxfordshire. These have a number of 
. vacancies and we would welcome applications from suitably 

I committed individuals who can demonstrate a real interest in 
caring for people with disabilities. Previous experience is not 
essential. 

We pay competitive rates starting at £6 per hour with 
enhancements for night (£7), weekend (£7/£7.50) and bank 
holiday work (£12/£13). 

If you are interested, please phone either Emma Bach or 
Philip Sealey on Tel: 01543 250310 for further 
information and an application form. 

We are actively working towards equality 
of opportunity and welcome 
applications from any individual. 




ACE DENTURE 
CENTRES 


DEDICATED TO THE CARE OF 
DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 20 years 

• We make dentures look like 
real natural teeth at affordable 
prices on the premises 

• FREE CONSULTATION 

• Sunken features can be 
supported to return to your 
natural appearance 

• Economy dentures for senior 
citizens 

• Delicate chrome plates 

• Comfortable soft linings 

• Evening appointments 

• For the ultimate life-like dentures enquire 
about our IVOCLAR DENTURE SYSTEM 

• Quality Porcelain Teeth Available 

• Phone for a free information pack 
DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE YOU WAIT 

For appointments phone 
(24 hour) 




ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE 
QUALIFIED BY THE GEORGE 
BROWN COLLEGE OF DENTURISM, 
ONTARIO, CANADA 
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174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH 
WYCOMBE, 

PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 


• I t’lrlrW; 


37 CAMBRIDGE STREET, 
AYLESBURY 

Rear of Marks & Spencers 



God cares about our daily work, 
or lack of it. The nature of work is 
changing dramatically and so is the 
churches' engagement with it. We 
asked the Work and Economic Life 
Chaplains (they used to be called 
Industrial Chaplains) to tell us 
what is happening. 




All in a working week 

Barbara Hayes, Director, Oxford Industrial Chaplaincy 
talks to an accident victim and fails to meet a retailer 


God on 
Monday 

Hugh Lee, Diocesan Work and 

Economic Life Missioner high- 
lights the dramatic changes in 
industrial mission 

A generation ago most peo- 
ple worked for a large com- 
pany or publicly owned 
organisation. But the nature 
of our economy is changing 
radically so that the majority 
of paid work is now in small 
organisations. There are also 
many part-timers and self- 
employed people and people 
often carry on with voluntary 
work long after retirement. 

Ministering the Good News 
of Jesus with people in the 
daily work and economic 
relationships has always been 
part of the life and mission of 
the Church. Several years 
ago, the Oxford Diocese and 
the other denominations in 
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire 
and Oxfordshire recognised 
the dramatic change in the 
nature of work, by changing 
the name of ‘Industrial 
Mission’ to ‘Work and 
Economic Life Mission’. The 
ecumenical chaplains still 
spend some time visiting tra- 
ditional factories, but they 
also go to shops, high-tech 
offices, organisations for the 
unemployed and meetings 
where the development of the 
local economy is discussed. 

For the majority of people 
the chaplains are their only 
contact with the Church or 
Christianity. It is vital that 
the Church opens up the 
insights of Christianity in 
these situations and more 
help is needed. Each full-time 
chaplain has a small group of 
volunteers that give a few 
hours per month, usually vis- 
iting one specific company or 
organisation. If you would 
like to make a similar contri- 
bution, please contact me or 
one of the chaplains. 

See the list of chaplains on 
the page opposite. 


Oxford Industrial Chaplain- 
cy’s introductory leaflets 
begins ‘The church is con- 
cerned for the well being of 
both individuals and commu- 
nities and so seeks to engage 
with the economic life that 
affects both so deeply.’ The 
highlights of one week may 
give a flavour of what that 
means in practice. 

Monday - meet the unem- 
ployed young man I will be 
mentoring through six 
months on New Deal, - meet- 
ing with high street retailer 
about visiting chaplaincy 
postponed at the last minute. 
Tuesday - session with trans- 
port company employee fol- 
lowing a road accident. - 
Advisory Group including 
people from local government 


St Clements ‘Faith at Work’ 
Group was formed in 1996 to 
provide companionship for 
those grappling with the 
issues of the workplace and a 
chance to reflect on the ten- 
sions between our faith and 
our working lives. 

The group meets about once 
a month. Over the years we 
have studied a range of topics 
including ‘Bridging the Gap 
between Church and Work’, 
‘Job Security - living with 
uncertainty’ and ‘Women at 
Work.’ At first membership 
was confined to church mem- 
bers. However St Clements 
has now became the base for 
an East Oxford meeting and a 
wider membership. 

Several meetings were spent 
composing a leaflet called 
‘Seeking Guiding Principles’ 
which summarises what we 
saw as the key elements of 


and business, discussion of 
pay differentials in the city, 
possibility of developing a 
booklet to discuss the role of 
pay and to share peoples 
experience. 

Wednesday - attend 
Employment and Economic 
Development Committee of 
City Council with particular 
discussion of credit union 
development. - meeting with 
local company, arrange to 
submit proposal for work- 
place Chaplaincy. 

Thursday - attend conference 
on the MacPherson Report, 
useful working group on race 
equality in employment. 
Friday - produce OXIM 
(Oxford Industrial Mission) 
newsletter on the theme of 
‘Spirituality and work*. 


being a Christian in the secu- 
lar work environment. These 
were grouped under four 
headings: recognising essential 
values - the attitudes of Jesus; 
asking ourselves how the 
enterprise fits into God’s pur- 
poses; doing the job well - 
God entrusts our work to us; 
giving and seeking support - 
we do not stand alone. 

Group members have helped 
to lead courses on work 
issues, led services on the faith 
at work theme and briefed 
our PCC. Just as work is a 
vital part of our daily lives and 
faith, so we have tried to inte- 
grate faith at work issues into 
the life of our church. They 
are definitely higher on our 
church agenda now and many 
have been encouraged and 
supported along the way. 

Gordon Ewbank 
Convenor of the Group 


Photos (above) 

At the heart of 
Milton Keynes 

Keeping abreast of the changes 
taking place in Milton Keynes is 
a full-time job for David Moore 
City Centre Chaplain pictured in 
the course of a morning’s work 
by Frank Blackwell. This year 
sees the opening of Midsummer 
Place, a new shopping centre 
(top left) and Xscape, a leisure 
complex, which includes a ski 
slope with real snow (middle ) . 
The impact of these develop- 
ments, along with the a recently 
completed theatre and art 
gallery (bottom left), are chang- 
ing the ‘soul’ of Milton Keynes. 
‘Some people find it hard to 
interpret city centre manage- 
ment in spiritual terms, I do not,’ 
says David Moore. 


Friday dog collar 

Peter Steddon combines a 
full-time secular job with his 
ministry as a non-stipendiary 
assistant curate in the 
benefice of Goring with South 
Stoke. His paid work as a 
Personal Business Adviser 
with Business Link Thames 
Valley makes it difficult to 
attend weekday church activ- 
ities, But enables Peter to 
take his ministry into the 
workplace and vice versa. 

He has a low-key, but 
acknowledged, ministry at 
work, and wears a clerical 
collar to the office on Fridays. 
Colleagues have approached 
him in the canteen, but more 
often by internal telephone or 
e-mail, with questions about 
baptism, marriage, relation- 
ships, bereavement, or the 
meaning of Lent. Peter has 
also become associated with 
social responsibility issues. 
Since his ordination last year, 
he has been asked to repre- 
sent colleagues on the equal 
opportunities steering group. 


Where work and church overlap 

How a 'Faith and Work' group has brought work issues 
into the life of St Clement's Church, Oxford 
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Standing by the fire fighter 

Fire fighting is a stressful occupation says Bob Penman, 
Co-ordinator of the Chaplaincy with Oxfordshire Fire Brigade 


Struggling to keep afloat 
in a global economy 


The Oxfordshire Fire Service 
asked the Mission in Work 
and Economic Life (MWEL), 
if it would be possible to pro- 
vide a chaplain for each fire 
station in the county. 

Whatever your occupation, 
it can sometimes be a help to 
have someone to talk to, 
someone who is not your line 
manager, someone who is 
outside the formal rank 
structure. It is generally 
agreed that being a fire fight- 
er can be a very stressful 


The worlds of work and edu- 
cation have always been 
linked, but now there is a 
determined effort by govern- 
ment to strengthen the link. In 
Bracknell, I sit on the Lifelong 
Learning Partnership - a body 
made up of people from edu- 
cation, commerce and the 
community. Our task is to 
raise attainment at all levels of 
post- 16 education. To do that, 
we have to reach new people 
with adult learning and also to 
embrace workplace-based 
learning. 

Industrial Chaplaincy fits well 
with this task, as my ministry 


Every Thursday I leave my 
pleasant village parishes and 
travel 12 miles to the Didcot 
Power Station where I have 
been the industrial chaplain 
since 1992. Not many people 
in a power station are given 
such a free reign to walk 
where they like. Many people 
simply have a waving or nod- 
ding relationship with me - 
but they know I am there. 

At the Station, as through- 
out industry today, workers 
are coping with fears and 
uncertainties brought about 


occupation, and the Fire 
Brigade is held in very high 
regard in our society, so 
MWEL were pleased to be 
asked to participate in the 
work of the fire service. 
Chaplains have been recruit- 
ed for the main stations at 
Oxford, Banbury and 
Kidlington and we are seek- 
ing chaplains for Abingdon 
and Didcot. We hope to 
organise local support at the 
smaller stations in the 
County. 


takes me to the college of fur- 
ther education, businesses and 
community groups (not least 
of which being the Church!). 
An exciting and rewarding 
part of Mission to Work and 
Economic Life is building 
bridges. We are agents for 
‘joined up thinking* in many 
ways. The Churches’ input is 
both wanted and respected in 
the commercial world and in 
the public sector. We just need 
to make sure that we have an 
acknowledged presence in 
their worlds to enable us to 
offer that input. Nick Parish, 
Industrial Chaplain in Bracknell 


by factors such as redundancy, 
downsizing, and performance 
related pay. It can be a help to 
talk about these problems 
with someone who is an inde- 
pendent listener. 

My parishioners pay my 
expenses and look upon this 
as an opportunity for 
Christian outreach. I don’t see 
myself as a counsellor or a 
social worker - just a repre- 
sentative of the Christian 
Church who is willing to lend 
a sympathetic ear. 

Bob Penman 


In my experience the prevail- 
ing emotion and experience 
in the world of work is a 
sense of insecurity, complex- 
ity, and struggle. Maybe it’s 
just the way Slough is. I’ve 
lost count of the changes in 
the real and virtual industri- 
al and economic scenery, the 
people, the workplaces, the 
social and political environ- 
ment. 

I’m loitering with intent in 
manufacturing businesses 
that MWEL has ministered 
to for decades, in some 
places. I am making just one 
small contribution in the 
lives of managers, supervi- 
sors, skilled, semi-skilled, 
and unskilled people of every 
age, race and religion (or of 
none), struggling to keep 
afloat in the stormy seas of a 


Work and Economic Life 
Missioner The Revd Hugh Lee , 
12 Walton Street, Oxford, 0X1 
2HG. Tel/ Fax 01865 316245. 
Mobile 0958 521515. email 
hugh.lee@btintemet.com 
BERKSHIRE 

Bracknell The Revd Nicholas 
Parish , Deanery Industrial 
Chaplain, 1 Old Land’s Hill, 
Bracknell, RG12 2QX. Tel & 

Fax 01344 641498. Mobile 0410 
222165. email nparish@com- 
puserve.com 

Reading Miss Sue Pensott , ITEM 
Industrial Officer St Mary’s 
House, Chain Street, Reading, 
RG1 2HX. 0118 957 3568, Fax 
0118 958 7041. 

Slough The Revd John Nicholson , 
Missioner for Work & Economic 
Life, Burnham and Slough 
Deanery, Kingsway Connections, 
Kingsway URC, Church Street, 
Slough SL1 1SZ. 01753 770149. 
john@ivycres64.freeserve.co.uk 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 
High Wycombe (Vacancy), Town 
Chaplain, The Rectory, 
Bassetsbury Lane, High 
Wycombe, HP1 1 1RB. 01494 
526257. 

Milton Keynes Graham Skipsey, 


global economy. And, in that 
sea, the overwhelming sense 
is one of not knowing what 
the next hour will bring, let 
alone the next day, week, or 
longer. What will become of 
me? What will become of 
us? When will the worry 
end? And, by building a 
trusting, long-term relation- 
ship with some of the people 
in the factories, we some- 
times get to explore these 
questions. Something which 
even members of our church- 
es tell me they rarely (or 
never) get to do, even in 
church. 

John Nicholson 

If you* d like to be a volun- 
teer workplace chaplain in 
Slough , give me a call on 
01753 770149 ( office ) 

528131 (home) 


Sector Minister for Economic 
Development, Milton Keynes 
Christian Foundation, The 
Square, Aylesbury, Wolverton, 
Milton Keynes, MK12 SHX. 
01908 312843, Fax 01908 
313375. email 
GrahamSkipsey@aol.com 
The Revd David Moore , City 
Centre Chaplain, Church of 
Christ the Cornerstone, 300 
Saxon Gate West, Central 
Milton Keynes, MK9 2ES. 

01908 237777, Fax 01908 
200216. 

The Revd Ian Parker , 38 
Passmore, Tinkers Bridge, 
Milton Keynes, MK6 3DZ. 
01908 670332. email 
Ian@mkchaplain.freeserve.co.uk 
OXFORDSHIRE 
Didcot Power Station The Revd 
Bob Penman , The Rectory, 
Appleton, Abingdon, OX13 5JS. 
01865 862458. Email 
Bobpenman@aol.com (Anglican) 
Oxford Barbara Hayes, 

Director; Oxford Industrial 
Chaplaincy, New Road Baptist 
Church, Bonn Square, Oxford, 
OX1 1LQ. 01865 245349, Fax 
01865 512498. email 
barbara.hayes@talk21 .com 


Joining up work and education 


Journey to Didcot Power Station 


Work and Economic Life Mission 

Sponsored by Churches Together in Berks, Oxon and Bucks 


ARTIST IN STAINED GLASS 
David Wasley ma dip ad atc fmgp 

ARTIST, DESIGNER AND MAKER OF 
STAINED GLASS WINDOWS 
CONSERVATION SPECIALIST 
ADULT EDUCATION TUTOR 

New Somerset House, 57 West View, 
Hilltop Chesham, Buckinghamshire 
HP5 3BY Tel: & Fax 31494 773712 


Christian and Unattached? 

Then join 
The Network 

A national association catering for the needs of 
those who are divorced, widowed or single 

Weekends and Holidays 
Day Events, Personal Introductions 

Contact: David or Gill 
P.O. Box 20 (DR) 

Braunton, Devon, EX33 2YX 

( 01271 ) 817093 




Called to Christian Youth Work? 

Work with young people and get qualified 
at the same time] 

BA (Hons) in Youth & Community Work 
and A pp lied Theolog y - 

validated by Oxford Brookes University and JNC approved. 

Students work with a church or Christian agency and travel to a 
regional study centre in Oxford (also Bristol, Cambridge or the 
; Midlands). 

Contact Mrs Sam Richards at Oxford Youth Works 
01865 438390 for details. 

CENTRE FOR YOUTH MINISTRY - 6 leading Christian training 
organisations working together: Bristol Baptist College, Frontier 
Youth Trust, Oxford Youth Works, Ridley Hall Theological College, St 
John's Nottingham, Youth for Christ. 

Applications are particularly welcomed from mature students & 
people from minority cultures. 


JdFCA 

rhifnei Vatiry 

TAKE A NEW LOOK 
AT FOSTERING 

Thames Valley Foster Care Associates 
is expanding into your area. 

We are looking for: 

Experienced foster carers or child 
care workers. 

People prepared to give a full-time 
commitment, committed to high standards 
of child care. 

to help you we will provide: 

24 hour support, 365 days of the year. 

An allowance of over £300 per week. 

14 days paid respite per year. 

If you are interested in working with us 
please contact us on: 

Freephone 0800 783 3563 

THAMES VALLEY FOSTER CARE ASSOCIATES 
PART OF THE UKs LARGEST INDEPENDENT FOSTERING AGENCY 


Shades of Qlass ^ tyf* ‘Windows 
Studio 


Craftsmen built Lead Light and 
Stained Glass Windows, Specialists 
in Church Window refurbishment 
and replacement. 

Call us for Free quotation on: 

★ Lead lights 
I ★ Vandal damage 
I ★ Hand painted detail 
I ★ Stained glass and engraved detail. 

We also specialise in the supply and 
fitting if stainless steel and/or 
galvanised. 

Recognised by Ecclesiastical 
Insurance Group. 

All work undertaken in our own studio. 
References available. 

INTEREST FREE TERMS AVAILABLE 

Shades of Qiass Studio 

12 Fane Drive 

Berinsfield, Oxon 0X10 7NB 

Tel: OXFORD 01865 340831 
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Advertising 


TO ADVERTISE RING: 01865 254506 


Situations Vacant... Situations Vacant... 



St. Luke's Hospital 


Qualified Nurses 

We seek two qualified nurses to play a 
leading role in providing the highest 
possible standard of care for our elderly, 
young disabled and post-operative 
rehabilitation patients. 

There are two posts available, one for 
days, and one for nights. We offer 
attractive salaries, commensurate with 
skills and experience and every opportunity 
for professional development through our 
links with Oxford Brookes University. 

For an application pack please contact the 
Administration Manager on Oxford 228873. 

Latimer Road, Headington, 

Oxford OX3 7PF 

Tel. 01865 228892 Fax. 01865 228899 
e-mail lukeshosp@aol.com 



Little Chef 

Weston on the Green, Bicester 

Our Customers need you! 

Supervisors 

No experience necessary, just a bit of enthusiasm 
and effort 

Griddle Cooks 

No experience necessary, basic cooking skills are all 
that is required, full training is given. £5.00 per hour. 

Full and Part Time Team Members 

Fun and bubbly people are needed because without 
you we cannot operate! 

Part-time Season Staff 

'Excellent rates of pay. 

Trainee Managers 

Excellent salary. 

In return we offer: 

Flexible hours lo suit * Excellent rales of pay * Uniform and 
meals are provided * Full training with excellent scope for 
career progression * Immediate start is available, but would also 
sun people wanting to work for the forthcoming holidays. 

Call Jo NOW on 01869 350484 or 
Graham on 01869 351169 for a chat. 



Bardwell Road, Oxford OX2 6SS 
e-mail: jtw@dragonschool.org 

DRAGON SCHOOL, OXFORD 
Requires a 

CHEF 

The Dragon School is a preparatory day and boarding school based 
in North Oxford. We require a motivated and enthusiastic chef, to 
assist a brigade of six chefs with the food production. 

The applicant will require a sound knowledge of the catering 
industry and be qualified to City & Guilds 706/2 or NVQ 
equivalent and hold a Basic Food Hygiene Certificate. A 
qualification or interest in pastry work would be an advantage. 
The position entails a 40-hour week, straight shifts, based on a 
rolling rota; 8 weeks paid holiday per year and attendance bonus. 
Additional training in line with company requirements will be 
provided after probation period. Salary £12,500 p.a. 
Applicants should contact 

Mr A. K. Barnes, Catering Manager, Dragon School, 
Bardwell Road, Oxford 0X2 6SS. Tel: 01865 315424 
E-mail: akb@dragonschool.org 
Future Recruitm ent s 

If you have any experience in the catering industry and would like 
your details held for future recruitments, please send a current C.V. 
marked future recruitments to the above address. 






MEDIC-ONE 

Care Services Ltd. 

URGENTLY REQUIRE 

RGN's, RMN's, RSCN's 
HCA'S AND SUPPORT WORKERS 

We require the above Health Care Workers to 
work in Hospitals, Community, Home Care, 
Nursing/Residential Homes etc... 
throughout the Bucks, Beds and 
Oxford areas. 

In return for commitment, we offer: 

Competitive Rates 
Flexible Placements 
Prompt weekly payments 
Holiday Pay 

Training support for Nurses and HCA's 
Referral Bonus Scheme 

For further information and an application pack 
please contact our national call centre on: 

01296-338666 

MEDIC-ONE Care Services Ltd. is part of 
THE MEDIC-ONE Group Limited. 


Care Staff 


require at 

Lhe Langston pursing & Residential tfome 

DAY & NIGHT VACANCIES AVAILABLE 

Based next to Kingham Train Station. Buses from Chipping 
Norton. Excellent rates of pay. NVQ enhancement for experience. 

Please telephone Richard Burden on 
01608 658233 for an interview. 


TIMPSON 

The Quality Service People 


Management Trainees Required 


Successful applicants will be extensively trained in all aspects of 
our multi-service environment, including retail management and 
customer service. 

PHONE TODAY: 

07879 452202 - 0117 9070797 

or write to: 

The Personnel Manager, Timpson House, Claverton Road, 
Wythenshawe, Manchester M23 9NE 


HEADINGTON SCHOOL 

INDEPENDENT BOARDING AND DAY SCHOOL 
FOR GIRLS 

DOMESTIC STAFF 

Monday to Friday 4.00pm-8.00pm 
£4.25 per hour (over 18) ♦ attendance bonus. 
Excellent holiday entitlement 
Experience not necessary as full training will be given. 
For further deutils contact: 

Miss Brown 

Housekeeper and Domestic Staff Manager 

Direct Line: 01865 759118 


The Oxford Beaumont Nursing Centre 
DUE TO THE EXPANSION OF OUR FACILITY! 

We are seeking to employ keen, enthusiastic and responsible 
staff for the following positions: 

• Care Assistants 

• Receptionists P/T F/T and Job Share 

We offer many benefits to the successful applicants. 
•Training • Transport (10 mile radius) 

• Competitive rates of pay • Excellent working environment 

This opportunity is not one to be missed 
For Nursing Care call Lesley Martin - Matron 


For Swim Rath Oleary 
Hold Sfftjta MtMfcr 
For RtctpUea < «roi ftaMkfcr AdnMXntor 

on 01865 730990 


WESTMINSTER 
HEALTH CARE 


(g 

WESTMINSTER 
Senior Living 




IGA MILIiENNlt? 
OPPORTUN1T 

Full and Part Time opportunities with Bateman 
Healthcare at the John Radcliffe Hospital. 

Trainee Assistant Full and Part Restaurant 

Manager Time Ward Service 

Required to team all HdStBSS Assistant 

aspects of retail, w 

3 2*1 Required to serve Part time available. 

“EjL patient meals, shifts 

“sS^jifssr' 40hourepe,woek 

aJPen. y £170 per week, 

eommun^te weil with £ 4 2 5 per hour plus a Plus a subsidised 
subsidised meal. meal. 

commercial 
understanding. Salary 
Circa 12K and N.V.O. 
linked training. 


^4 


Please ring Janet or Michael 

for application form/interview, 

further information on 

Bateman 01865 220430 

liffe 


John Radcliffe Hospital 


or 221486 


Opportunities UK Ltd 
supplies temporary 
staff to small residential 
homes for people 
with disabilities. 



rut 


Are you a caring person Opportunities 

who could find such ^ 

work rewarding? 

We are a newly formed company whose managers 
have considerable experience in the provision of 
healthcare. We have close contacts with many 
community care services in Berkshire and 
Oxfordshire. These have a number of vacancies and 
we would welcome applications from suitably 
committed individuals who can demonstrate a real 
interest in caring for people with disabilities. Previous 
experience is not essential. 

We pay competitive rates starting at £6 per hour with 
enhancements for night (£7), weekend (£7/£7.50) and 
bank holiday work (£1 2/£l 3). 

If you are interested, please phone either Emma 
Bach or Philip Sealey on Tel: 01543 250310 for 
further information and an application form. 

v 4l0 ^ We are actively working towards equality 
of opportunity and welcome 
applications from any individual. 


CATERMASTERS 

CONTRACT CATERERS 

require an 

EVENING CHEF Eynsham, Oxon 

You will need to be a 'Foodie" person who enjoys using fresh food to cook with. 
Have a flair for creating interesting and appealing menus. And someone who 
works to the highest standards, committed to customer care and satisfaction. 

Hours ol work 6.30pm-10.30pm Monday to Wednesday £8.00 per hoar. 
Excellent training and development programmes. Uniform and meals on duty. 
For further details and to apply for this position please call 

NEAL ABERCROMBIE on 07711 766157 


HOMEWORKERS 

Work from home 
casting and painting 
miniature cottages on 
a full or part time 
basis. 

Good rate of pay. 
For a FREE info pack, 
send an SAE to: 

Dept. CH, Classic Cottages, 32 
Nantwich Road, Wrenbury, 
Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 8EN 
or tel: 01270 780636 or 
Fax: 01270 781034 

E-mail: 

101 672J538Gcompuserve.com 
www.classic 
cottages.free/on I ine.co. u 



TOP RATES + 
HOLIDAY PAY 

Immediate starts for 
Carpenters, Bricklayers, 
Plasterers, Electricians, 
good reliable Labourers. 

Rim Terry or Rick Office: 
01865 742822 

Eve & W/end: 07775 895382 


COXWELL HALL & MEWS 
NURSING HOME 
FARINGDON 

We are looking for new staff to join our 
friendly dedicated team. You should have 
good communication skills, great 
personality and a strong desire to provide 
top quality care to our residents. 

RGN/RMN 

DAY & NIGHT DUTY £9.27-£10 PER HOUR 

CARE ASSISTANTS 

DAY & NIGHT DUTY X4.20-i5.50 PER HOUR 

PART TIME COOK 

TO CATER FOR 64 COVERS 
WORKING 20 HOURS PER WEEK 
INCLUDING ALTERNATE WEEKENDS 

MAINTENANCE PERSON 

GOOD KNOWLEDGE OF GENERAL 
BUILDING SKILLS 
WORKING 40 HOURS PER WEEK 

CLEANER 

40 HOURS PER WEEK INCLUDING 
ALTERNATE WEEKENDS 

FOR FURTHER DETAILS PLEASE CONTACT 

SHERRIE ON 01367-242985 

DURING OFFICE HOURS 


Vale & South Oxfordshire 

CROSSROADS 

Caring for Carers 
PART-TIME CARE ATTENDANTS 
VALE OF WHITE HORSE AND 
SOUTH OXFORDSHIRE AREAS. 

To provide personal care and social support to people 
of all ages in their own homes. 

Car and telephone essential. 

Full training provided. 

Flexible hours to suit 

Contact Jasmine Davey on 

01235 512902 

for further details 

(Charity No. 1049362) 


) 


Christian Community 

Equipping the Church to Serve Ministries 

OPERATIONS DIRECTOR 

Required for Christian Community Action 
in Reading. 

We are seeking a gifted person with faith, a heart 
for the poor, excellent management and business 
skills and a desire to see justice and compassion 
delivered through Church Action. 

CCA’s projects seek to meet people at their first 
point of need, whether through poverty, 
homelessness, unemployment, family breakdown 
or addiction. This is done largely through 
volunteers in advice/support centres, charity shops 
and employment training schemes. The work is 
very strongly supported by the local Churches and 
the community in general. 

The organisation needs an experienced person to 
manage and further enhance CCA’s existing 
activities and oversee significant and exciting 
developments in the wider field. 

Write with full CV to: 

Nick Crowder, Christian Community Action 
369 Oxford Road, Reading RG30 1HA 
Charity No 1065627 


KINGFISHERS 
NURSING HOME 

Bourne End 

1 minute from the station 
Due to reorganisation, we would be 
delighted to hear from 

RCN / ENs and 
CARE ASSISTANTS 

Interested in working in an Christian 
environment kindly contact: 

SHIRLEY ASKWITH on 01628 635999 


Sue Ryder Homes 

Care for people of all ages suffering from 
serious illness. 

Would you CARE to give a few hours per 
week to work in one of our shops as a 
VOLUNTEER to help raise funds to help 
support this work. 

Please telephone 

Berkhampsted 01442 870719 Bicester 01869 248943 
Abingdon 01235 521708 Aylesbury 01296 394589 
Leighton Buzzard 01525 373023 Wallingford 01491 825714 


SOUTHMOOR HOUSE 

Kingston Bagpuize near Abingdon 

require 

CARE ASSISTANTS 

Full and part-time to work in Residential Home. 
Flexible hours, no experience necessary as training 
will be given. 

Also required 

SENIOR CARER 

For further details contact 
The Manager on 01865 820225 





Personal Care, 
Help and Support 
in your own home 

We need Carers to join our friendly agency, looking 
after clients in their own homes. Experience not 
essential as training will be given. We offer good rates 
of pay, flexible hours and mileage allowance. 

For more information phone: 

(01844) 343371 




OXFORD WOMEN S 
TRAINING SCHEME CvtU 

Northway Centre, Maltfield Road, '****#• 
Oxford 0X3 9RF 

FREE courses in Computing and Manual Trades for 
women wishing to train for employment. 

Painting and Decorating. Woodworking, 

Green Woodworking, MultLskills (plumbing, 
plastering, tiling, basic electrics etc). 

Foundation Computing. Developing Computer Systems, Computer 
Applications, Technical Computing. Computing with Language 
Support, Supporting IT 

All courses accredited 

For information call 01865 741317 

Travel and Childcare support 

Courses are funded by Oxford City Council 
and the European Social Fund 


Trainee 

Managers 

Oxford Area 

• Can you motivate a Team? 

• Are you hard working? 

• Would you like a career? 

• Do you want opportunities 
for advancement? 

If you have answered yes to 
the above questions, then we 
can supply you with the 
necessary training, interested? 

contact 





Terrence 

HIGGinS 

TrUST 

V9 


Could you volunteer 
to support HIV 
positive people living 

in your local community? 

For more information please contact 
Vanessa or Steve at 
Terrence Higgins Trust Oxfordshire, 

43 Pembroke Street, Oxford 0X1 IBP 
Tel: (01865) 243389 

Reg. Charity No. 288527 


KAHUNA -THE BODYWORKS! 


HOME HELPERS 
CARE AGENCY 

THE OFFICE, 22 HIGH STREET, 
DRAYTON, OXON 0X14 4JL 
TEL: 01235 550202 FAX: 01235 533233 
J_L) 

HOME CARE SERVICES 

HOME HELPERS CARE AGENCY 
PROVIDING FULL CARE AND DOMESTIC HELP 
COVERING THE SOUTH AND VALE 
Tel: 01235 550202 FOR BOOKLET 


INSPECTION REPORTS ON 
NURSING AND CARE HOMES 

in Berkshire are available to the public. 
You can get a copy of the latest report on a Home either 
from the Home itself, or from:- 
Fpr Nursin g H ome s; 
Nursing Homes Registration Manager, 
Berkshire Health Authority, 
57-59 Bath Road, Reading RG30 2BA 
Tel: 0118 982 2903 
F or Re sidential Cart H omes; 

The Inspection Unit, West Berkshire Council, Unit 6, 
Commerce Park, Brunei Road, Theale, 
Berkshire RG7 4AB 

TEL: READING (0118) 930 6000 FAX: (0118) 930 5757 





Rent or Buy^J 

from £7.50 a week n 

• New & Reconditioned 

• Fast Nationwide Installation 

• Used Stairlifts Purchased 


THE COOKHAM RIVERSIDE 

Residential Nursing Home 

Situated on the banks of the River Thames, The Cookham 
Riverside complements its stunning location by providing the 
highest standards of care and attention in comfortable and 
relaxed surroundings. 

• All single rooms • Activities programme 
• Long and short term care available 
For further information, or an appointment 
to view please contact: 

Miss P. Hadley, Matron on TeL 01628-810557 

Berries Road, Cookham, Berks SL6 9SO 


A successful correction method 
for 

Dyslexia 

ADD, Dysgraphia, 

* Dyscalculia & Dyspraxia 

Succeed in Education 
Be less frustrated 
Achieve at work and play 
Experience less embarrassment 
For further details call NOW 

Catherine Armstrong 

Authorised Davis 
Correction Facilitator 

01844 212419 

hhtp://www.dyslexia. telinco.co.uk 


n 

CSD 

Licensed and certified 
by Davis Dyslexia 
Assoaation International 



I was fortunate 
enough recently to 
experience the 
delights of a full 
Kahuna body 
massage, (purely by 
chance as a 
colleague of mine 
was unable to make 
her pre-arranged 
appointment). 

Mentioning a body 
massage in the past 
often resulted in 
raised eyebrows, but 
in this stressed 
twentieth century, 
massage is widely 
regarded as a 
valuable source of 
relaxation. 

The Hawaiian 
Kahuna was the 
elder who used every 
conceivable tree, 
shrub, herb, plant or 
sea product in 
creating medicines, 
(many of which are 
still used today). He 
was charged with 
the responsibility for 
guidance and 
direction of his 
people. In a way 
that is what this 
intense and deeply 
satisfying body 
treatment allows you 
to do through a 
deeply flowing 
massage. It helps 
you to create 
yourself a little 
SPACE, calling you 
to presence within 
your own body and 
allowing you that 
perspective for a 
sense of direction. 

Everyone will 
derive something 
different from this 
deeply rejuvenating 
treatment; for some 
it creates the chance 
to release pent up 


Advertisement Feature 


emotions, for others 
(like me) the chance 
to recognise their 
own life stresses, 
others benefit from 
the way it provides 
the platform for an 
opportunity to come 
to terms with past 
traumas. 

For some it may 
simply be the only 
occasion for three 
hours of indulgence 
and pampering, and 
the chance to get off 
that gravy train we 
call "work" without 
having to jump onto 
the next fast moving 
train we call 
"homelife". 

Initially both 
dubious and 
sceptical of any such 
claims, I will be the 
first to admit that as 
a direct result of my 
visit, I have already 
made a number of 
small, but significant 
changes to my life 
(through my own 
choice). I have also 
become aware of a 
number of things I 
would wish to 
change about myself 
in the future. The 
"afterglow" or that 
feeling of wellbeing 
was with me for 
some days 
afterwards. Since 
that and the second 
treatment (I have 
been back I felt it 
was so beneficial!), I 
have gradually 
become "aware" of a 
lot more things 
round me, and I 
have started to think 
about my life and its 
direction a lot more. 


INTEGRATIVE MASSAGE 
AND BODYWORK 

A deeply rejuvenating treatment. 
Through intuitive massage, energy 
balancing and healing, we work 
together using imagery, sound and the 
breath to release stress and past traumas, 
and harmonize the Body, Mind and Spirit. 

KAHUNA based 
BODYWORK 

Huna is an ancient Hawaiian wisdom 
tradition, that calls us to presence 
within our bodies and our lives. 
Kahuna bodywork is a form of deeply 
flowing massage that awakens us to the 
core of our being. 

For further information please call 
Pam Salmon rgn itec asscoh 

01865 246190 


It is patently 
obvious that Pam 
Salmon (herself a 
registered nurse) 
who practices the 
treatment loves and 
works hard on the 
Kahuna bodyworks. 
She has a knack of 
making everyone 
feel special. She 
doesn't preach, 
lecture or really 
even advise, but 
what she does do is 
give each and every 
one of her clients 
through a stunning, 
relaxing and 
invigorating 
treatment, the 
opportunity for deep 
integration and the 
chance and the 
opportunity for them 
to make their 
informed choices 
and decisions. 

I would personally 
recommend the 
experience to you. 
Kahuna Bodyworks 
on (01865) 

246190. 



Tele phone; 



DARREN L. HANCOCK 

Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons 


Bicester’s only INDEPENDENT Family Funeral Director 

A caring traditional 24 hour service 
provided by Mr Hancock personally 

Private Chapel of Rest 

Rolls Royce Cortege optional & our 
own independent Florist 

Our Family Serving Your Family 


BICESTER. 

01869 340456 (24 HRS) 

15 DUNSTEW, BICESTER 0X6 4 JR 




TRINITY CARE 

caring for the whole person 


Brookfield Christian Care Home 
Greater Leys, Oxford 0X4 7UY 

66 bed Frail Elderly and Mental Health Home 

Registered General Nurses 
Registered Mental Nurses 
Enrolled Nurses 

We aim to provide “Whole Person Care” 
within a quality environment. 

Can you help us to support the emotional and spiritual 
needs of the residents as well as their 
physical and psychological requirements. 

Contact Wendy Champion, Home Manager 
Telephone 01865 779888 


FOR PEOPLE WHO TAKE 
THE CHURCH SERIOUSLY 


HE'S ALL RIGHT 

LUOOLK HE HAP A 

torch amd pi copy 
of church times 
with HUY) 



CHURCH TIMES 

www.churchtimes.co.uk 

Available weekly from vour newsagent or by post from our subscription department 

Find out why tens of thousands of churchgoers 
take the Church Times each week. 

Clip the coupon or phone 01502 711171 for your FREE copy. 

Send to Church Times , FREEPOST LON 6705, London N1 OBR 

Please send me my FREE sample copy of Church Times 

Title ........ Initials Name 

Address 

Postcode B 20 XF 1 
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Courses 


Archdeaconry of Oxford 

3 May for eight weeks 
Communicating the Gospel To- 
day 7.45 - 9.45pm, Sat 8 Jul 
10am - 4pm Church House 
£lH£2S with written work. 

8 May for seven weeks 
Growing in Prayer 7.30 - 
9.30pm, Sat 10 Jun 9.30am - 
3.30pm Church House £22/ 

£25 with written work 
14 June for three weeks More 
Help with Sermons Warwick 
Hall, Burford 7.30 -9.30pm £10 
Details: )eni Hobbs , Church 
House 01865 208252 

Chlltern Christian Training 
Programme 

6 May All-age Worship St Bir- 
inus Booker 9.30am - 1pm £4 
10 June Music in Worship St 
Birinus Booker 9.30am-lpm £4 
Full programme and bookings: 
CCTP, 175 Dashwood Ave , 
High Wycombe , Bucks HP 12 
3DB , tell fax 01494 474788 

Cottesloe Christian 
Training Programme 
8,15, 22 May Bible Studies 
with Bishop Mike Hill St 
Michael’s School, Stewkley 8pm 
£2 each no need to book 
3 June Does God really work? 
Granborough Village Hall 
9.30am - 12.30pm £5 (book by 
26 May) 

8 June for seven weeks 
‘Journey’ Wing Village Hall 8- 
9.30pm £18 (book by 1 June) 
Details: Revd Roger fames. 
Church Cottage , Waterloo Rd , 
Linslade , Leighton Buzzard , 
LU7 7LP, tel/ fax 01525 
375109. 

Milton Keynes Christian 
Training Course 

8 May for nine weeks The 
Early Church 7.45pm The Well 
at Willen £5 


Reading and Bracknell 
Christian Training 

11 May three weeks + Sat 20 
May Judaism: from Jesus to 
Today; 18 May Synagogue 
visit 7 - 8.30pm 
17 June Bereavement 6c 
Funerals workshop 
24 June S/he Who Sings Prays 
Twice singing workshop 
Details Judi Shepherd , Parish 
Development Office , St 
Nicolas’ Church Hall , Sutcliffe 
Ave, Earley, Reading RG6 7JN, 
tel. 0118 926 1451, e-mail: 
pdaberks@oxford.anglican.org 

Oxford Diocese CME 
Programme 

4 May Planning church week- 
ends £15 Church House 

11 May Worship or Entertain- 
ment? all-age worship £10 St 
Michael 6c All Angels, New 
Marston, Oxford 

17 May Recovering 
Tenderness: pastoral issues of 
sexuality £10 Church House 
20 May Preparing for Marriage 
(repeat of course on 26 Feb) 
Church House 

15 June Meetings Heavenly 
Meetings £15 Church House 
All courses are 9.30am-4pm; 
bring your lunch. 

Details Jeni Hobbs, Church 
House 01865 208252 

Wycliffe Hall, Oxford 

12 May Michael Schluter The 
Relevance of Old Testament 
Teaching on Society for Public 
Policy Today 10am - 1pm £15 
20 May John Webster and 
Christopher Rowland How to 
Read the Bible: a workshop on 
practical hermeneutics 10am- 
4pm £15. Both at Wycliffe . 
Hall, Oxford and include lunch 
Bookings: Study Days, Wycliffe 
Hall, 54 Banbury Rd, Oxford 
OX2 6PW, tel. 01865 274212, 
e-mail: extemal@uycliffe.ox.ac.uk 


Justice and Law 2000 

Criminal Justice and Christian 
Responsibility: seminars run by 
Board for Social Responsibility 
for people who work within the 
justice system 10am - 3.30pm. 
13 May New Marston; 3 
June St Peter, Earley; 1 July 
Bierton School, Aylesbury. If 
you would like to be involved 
but have not had an invitation, 
contact Kate Hodgson 01 865 
208214. 

12-15 May The Event in 
the Tent The King’s School, 
New Yatt Rd, Witney Mike 
Pilavachi, Ishmael: teaching, 
worship, ministry. Oxford- 
shire Community Churches 
Details 01865 793003, fax 
01865 793025, e-mail 
office@occ.org.uk, 
web www. occ.org.uk/ events 

5, 12, 19 June Pre-retire- 
ment course for those within 
five years of retiring. Church 
House, Oxford 

Details David Haylett, Church 
House 01865 2082254. 

27 July - 3 Aug Drama 
Summer School Radius 
(Religious Drama Society of 
Great Britain) Summer School 
Whitby, Yorks 

Details Radius Summer School, 
Church Church & Upton 
Chapel, 1A Kennington Rd, 
London SE1 7QP, tel. 0171 
401 2422. 

1-4 Aug Summer School of 
Christian Dance Blandford 
Forum, Dorset Details send sae 
to 'Morning Star’, 9 Grange 
Court, Stratton, Cirencester 
GL7 2JS . 


BBC RADIO OXFORD 
95.2 

BBC RADIO BERKSHIRE 



Living Free in Christ 
10 - 13 May St Aldate’s 

Conference with Neil Anderson 
St Aldate’s Church, Oxford 
£35 evenings and Sat; optional 
daytime workshops Thur and 
Fri Details and forms: Parish 
Centre , tel/fax 01865 244713/ 
201543. e-mail: 
conference@staldates.org.uk 

12,13 May There is a 
Redeemer - and it’s not 

me! Conference of Oxford 
Christian Institute for Coun- 
selling. St Matthew’s Parish 
Centre, Grandpont, Oxford 
Details: Sonia Copper, OC1C at 
Oxford Healthy Living Centre, 
Oxford Rd, Temple Cowley, 
Oxford OX4 2ES, Tel. 01865 
777755, e-mail: 
counselling@OCIC.org.uk 

13 May Refugees and 
Ethical Foreign Policy 

St Columba’s United Reformed 
Church 11am - 4pm. Day 
school organised by St 
Columba’s Church 6c Society 
Group and Oxford University 
Reformed Church Society, 
assisted by Asylum Welcome. 
Details Bob Purdie, Ruskin 
College 01865 517819; bpur- 
die@ruskin. ox.ac.uk 

25 May Maximising the 
Potential of Alpha 

Day conference with Nicky 
Gumbel and Sandy Millar 
St Andrew’s Church, Linton 
Rd, Oxford 9.30am; evening 
celebration 7pm. £5 commit- 
ment fee. Details and book- 
ings: Matt Biddlecombe 01865 
793003 or 0794 1015679. 


Pentecost 


10,11 June Pentecost 
2000 Churches of Bucks and 
Milton Keynes at County 
Showground, Weedon Park. 

10 Jun 7.30pm - 1 am ‘Vener- 
ation X’ youth event. Tickets 
Jean Peck 01908 642120. 

11 Jun 10am Children’s pro- 
cession, Riding Lights, exhibi- 
tions, refreshments, etc. 

3.15pm Pentecost Worship, 
5.30pm Pentecost Praise led by 
Graham Kendrick. Tickets 
(under 1 4s free; patron church- 
es £2, others £5) Derek Palmer 
01295 268201; Murdock 
MacKenzie 01908 311310. 

1 1 June Spirit of 2000 

Churches Together in Bracknell 
6c Ascot Millennium Event 
Ascot Racecourse 11am formal 
act of worship; 12 - 3pm pic- 
nics, entertainment, displays, 
music and drama; 3pm infor- 
mal worship with Bishop 
Dominic. Entrance and parking 
free. Please wear red, yellow or 
orange. 

www. Spirit-of-2 000.org 

1 1 June Blenheim Palace 

Praise in the Park 7pm. 
Musicians and singers needed, 
preferably those who can read 
music. Rehearsals Thursdays 
from 4 May. Contact Wanda 
Adams, 01993 700765 or Jean 
King 01865 768943 soon 

1 1 June Loddon Valley 
Leisure Centre, Reading 

Together with God 11.30am 
onwards: worship, praise party 
for under 10s, entertainment, 
learning about millennium pro- 
ject. Churches Together in 
Earley and East Reading. 
Details 0118 931 8115 (day), 
0118 926 1878 (eve) 

4 4 Ii.m* f UIU 


Outdoors 


Prayers and Bears 

23 May Broughton 
Castle near Banbury 
11am - 2pm Free fun 
and fellowship for pre- 
school children and 
their parents/carers. Activities, 
open-air service. Bring a teddy 
and a picnic. Organised by the 
Deanery Mothers’ Union. Map 
and details 01295 256982 

20 May Ten Years of 
Building Faith in the 
Countryside Litchfield Farm 
llam-3pm. Guest speaker 
Canon Andrew Bowden of 
Faith in the Countryside 
Commission. Discussion, roga- 
tion farm walk service led by 
the Bishop of Dorchester 
Details Glyn Evans 01608 
674313 

29 May Reading Family 

Fun Day Rivermead Leisure 
Centre, Reading followed by 
Noel Richards and his band in 
concert. Organised by Reading 
Churches. Details John Ledger 
0118 986 1545. 


St Birinus’ Pilgrimage 
9 July 


14-16 July Hearts on Fire 

Glastonbury Abbey grounds 
and local venues. Details and 
bookings by post Hearts on 
Fire 2000, PO Box 79, Hatfield 
AL9 7ZW. 

www.heartsonfire.org.uk 



Celebrating Together 
16 July Wycombe Swan 


Portfolio 


Are you 

• wanting to learn more about 
your faith 

• preparing for confirmation 

• working out how God is call- 
ing you 

• training for work in your 
church (as a warden, children’s 
worker, house group leader) 

• preparing for ordained or 
licensed ministry 

• wanting to organise Contin- 
uing Ministerial Education? 

If so, you could build on your 
experience and qualifications 
with Portfolio: 

If you have no GSCEs or A lev- 
els but are doing lots in your 
local church: use Portfolio to 
get affirmation about all you 
have learned from experience, 
and open the door to new qual- 
ifications 

If you have A levels , you can 
study for: 

a Certificate in Ministry 
(three years maximum) 
a Diploma in Ministry (six 
years maximum 
a Degree in Ministry (eight 
years maximum) 

If you have a diploma or its 
equivalent in theology or Bible 
studies, you can study for: 
a postgraduate Diploma in 
Ministry 

a Master in Ministry 
All these degrees are validated 
by Oxford Brookes University. 
More details from Jeni Hobbs, 
Church House, 01865 208252 . 


Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays Ham Holy 
Communion, 10am Matins 
and Sermon; 11.15am Sung 
Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 

Weekdays 7.15am Matins: 


Exhibitions 


16-19 May Christian 
Resources Exhibition + 

Christianity 6c Schools 17-18 
May Sandown Park, Surrey 
Tel/fax: 01844 342894/ 344988 
email: crexhib@resourcex.co.uk 

21 May - 10 Sep Cookham 

Stanley Spencer, an English 
Visionary: Millennium 
Exhibition of Stanley Spencer’s 
Religious Paintings at the 
Stanley Spencer Gallery, King’s 
Hall, Cookham-on-Thames 
Daily 10.30am - 5.30pm adults 
50p, children/concessions 25p 
Information 01628 520890. 


Notices 

Toys for asylum seeker children. 

The new Asylum Support Regula- 
tions 2000 state that only ‘items and 
expenses. ..which are an essential liv- 
ing need of a person’ can be provid- 
ed. This excludes toys: if you give 
toys to asylum seeker children 
direct, the value of the toy will be 
deducted from the family’s subsis- 
tence. If you wish to respond, con- 
tact BSR office at Church House for 
a full briefing paper: e-mail: socre- 
sp@oxford.anglican.org 

Asylum Welcome is moving to new 
premises in Cowley Rd, Oxford and 
needs equipment: fridge, cooker, 
urn, crockery, coffee tables, etc. If 
you can help in any way, contact 
Sam Clarke 01865 5596321; 
sam.clarke@dial.pipex.com. Asylum 
Welcome office 01865 722082. 

The Ecumenical Council for 
Corporate Responsibility urgently 
needs an Honorary Treasurer to 
administer its finances including 
managing the budget, assisting the 
Board of Directors in preparing 
annual budgets, preparing annual 
accounts and taxation returns, man- 
aging a small portfolio of shares, 
assisting the Board in applying for 
grant funding, attending afternoon 
meetings in London (6-8 a year). 






Training Course 

8 May for nine weeks The 
Early Church 7.45pm The Well 
at Willen £5 

Details: Barbara Albone, 
MKCTC, Christian Foundat- 
ion, The Square, Aylesbury St, 
Wolverton, MK12 5HX Fell fax 
01908 311310. 


0X2 6PW, tel. 01865 2 74212, 
e-mail: extemal@wycliffe.ox.ac.uk 


28 May Rogation Sunday 

Leaflet of ideas and prayers 
available from Glyn Evans, 
Diocesan Rural Officer, 
01608 674313 


BBC RADIO OXFORD 
95.2 

BBC RADIO BERKSHIRE 
104.1 

Enjoy your Sunday breakfast 
Sundays 6 - 9am 
Local religious views, 
church news, 
favourite hymns 


The June issue of 

Tih'' l >( k > i will be 
ready for collection on 
26 May 


harley and Last Reading. 
Details 0118 931 8115 (day), 
0118 926 1878 (eve) 

1 1 June Bicester & Islip 
Deanery 10.30am Deanery 
Eucharist St Edburg’s Bicester; 
lpm children’s activities Garth 
Park; 2pm Songs of Praise for 
all denominations. Details Eliz- 
abeth Taylor 01869 243479. 


a i 

Celebrating Together 
16 July Wycombe Swan 
Theatre 3.30 - 5.30pm 

Music, drama, puppets, story- 
telling, mega picnic in the 
park Booking now open 
£2.50 children, £5 adults 
]enny Hyson , 01865 208255 


and Sermon; 11.15am Sung 
Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 

Weekdays 7.15am Matins; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 
6pm Evensong (Thursdays or 
* Major Feast Days 5.35pm Said 
Evensong and 6pm Sung 
Eucharist). 


ammuia emu idAdiiuu icluius, man- 
aging a small portfolio of shares, 
assisting the Board in applying for 
grant funding, attending afternoon 
meetings in London (6-8 a year). 
ECCR is a company limited by guar- 
antee and a Body in Association 
with Churches Together in Britain 
and Ireland. Contact: Co-ordinator, 
Revd Crispin White, PO Box 4317, 
Bishop’s Stortford, CM22 7GZ, tel. 
01279 718274, fax 717097. email: 
ECCR@GE02.poptel.org.uk 



That’s On is a free service for readers of The Door. If you would like 
your event included on The DoorPost, send details in writing to the 
address below before the deadline Monday 15 May 2000. 


MAY 

AYLESBURY (until 26 May) 

Anno Domini exhibition of art 
inspired by 2,000 years of 
Christianity. St Mary’s Church 
Mon-Fri 9.30am-3.30pm; Sats 
9am-12; Suns 1.30-4.30pm. 

Mon 1 BULSTRODE Open 
day at WEC International from 
11am. No need to book. WEC 
International, Bulstrode, Oxford 
Rd, Gerrards Cross, Bucks SL9 
8SZ, tel. 01753 884631. 

Mon 1 BUCKS Sponsored 16- 
mile walk across Bucks for Chil- 
dren’s Society. Meet Wilstone 
Reservoir near Tring 10am, 
walk to Chinnor. Details Sharon 
Horrobin, Children’s Society, 
33-35 Upper George St, Luton 
LU1 2RD, tel. 01582 822523. 

Mon 1 LITTLE CHALFONT 
Millennium Flower Festival ‘Peace’ 
10am-6pm in aid of Iaian Rennie 
Hospice at Home and church refur- 
bishment funds. Details Valerie 
Cross 01494 763723. 

Mon 1 - Fri 5 BIRMINGHAM 
C of E Guild of Vergers 
National Training Conference 
Details D Sumner, 2 Hanover 
Ct, Evesham Rd, Headless 
Cross, Redditch B97 5ET. 

Tue 2 GROVE Cornerstone, 
Savile Way start of May Special: 
tyuttercream and chocolate 
Danish with tea or coffee 95p. 
Tue 2 WOODLEY What they 
didn’t teach me in Sunday 
School*: large screen presenta- 
tion of Rob Parsons’ seminar. 
Woodley Baptist Church 
Centre, Hurricane Way, 
7.30pm. Tickets £3 Care for the 
Family, PO Box 488, Cardiff 
CF10 IRE, or credit/debit card 
hotline 029 2081 0800. 


Tue 2 OXFORD CMS Evening 
Dr Nigel Pearson (Zaire/Congo) 
St Clement’s Family Centre, 
Cross St 8pm (7.30pm coffee). 
Details 01865 245509. 

Wed 3 BICESTER area 
Ladies’ Supper: speaker from 
Mission Aviation Fellowship. 
Methodisf Church Hall 7.30pm. 
Tickets £3 in advance only from 
local reps or Ann Chapman 
01869 247813. 

Wed 3 BELLINGDON, 

Chesham Christian Aid Lunch 
St John’s Church 12 noon - 
2pm. Details 01494 772596. 

Thu 4 WOODCOTE Christian 
Aid. Sc the Ethical Trade 
Initiative: a supermarket’s 
response John Foley of Waitrose 
St Leonard’s Church 7.30pm. 
Details Janet Casson 01491 
681483 

Thu 4 STOKE POGES Quiet 
Garden summer programme 
starts Stoke Park Farm 10am. 
Details 01753 643050. 

Fri 5 DATCHET Start of 
‘Oasis Days’ St Mary’s Church, 
to make space for God. First 
Friday of month 10am-2pm 
Bring your lunch. Details 01753 
5438I8 

Sat 6 HAMBLEDEN Concert 
by Girls’ Choir and Lay Clerks 
of the Cathedral and Abbey 
Church of St Alban. St Mary 
the Virgin 7.30pm. Tickets 
£7.50 01491 574652 or at 
door. 

Sat 6 BUCKINGHAM Men’s 
Breakfast speaker Bishop Mike 
Hill 8am Senior Common 
Room Dining Room, University 
of Buckingham at The Old 
Town Mill. Bookings (£6 full, 
£3 half) Charlie Macdonald 01280 


Sat 6 OXFORD FOCUS 
Women’s Mental Health 
Workshop Diocesan Church 
House 10am-2.45pm, AGM 
3pm. Bring your lunch; drinks 
provided. Members £15, others 
£20. Details 0118 901628 
636469. 

Sun 7 READING Christ 
Church 10am Festal Eucharist, 
to include Vierne’s Messe 
Solonnelle by the choir. Details 
0118 986 0610. 

Mon 8 WOODSTOCK 

Churches Together Open 
Lecture Elizabeth Carmichael 
on Desmond Tutu 8pm Baptist 
Church, High St. Details 
Michael Millard 01993 813368. 
Mon 8 EASTHAMPSTEAD 
Mission and Mission Partners: 
speaker from USPG 8pm St 
Michael’s 8pm. Berks Archdea- 
conry Vocations Fellowship. 
Details J Sibley 0118 969 2328. 
Wed 10 CHESHAM Christian 
Aid market stall, Chesham 
Broadway 9am-12 noon. 
Details 01494 772596. 

Thu 1 1 OXFORD Through 
Care to Hope: work at a chil- 
dren’s hospice in Romania. St 
Columba’s Church, Alfred St 
(off High St) 7.30pm. Details 
Julie Hurst 01993 882805. 

Thu 11 - Sat 13 LONG 
CRENDON Mystery Plays St 
Mary’s Church 8pm (be seated 
by 7.50pm), in aid of 
Adolescent Unit, JR Hospital, 
Oxford. Tickets £5.50, £3.50 
children, group discount, Gill 
Hamment 01844 208358. 

Sat 13 IVER Handel’s Messiah 
in entirety Richings Choral 
Society St Peter’s Church 


The DoorPost is a supplement to 
The Door and is published by 
Oxford Diocesan Publications Ltd. 


2.30pm. Tickets £5 (including 
buffet tea in interval) Avril 
Hassett 01753 535184. 

Sat 13 SOUTH ASCOT 

Garden open 10am-12: Haining 
Cottage, Brockenhurst Rd 
(A330). Plants, cakes for sale. 
Admission and coffee £1.50 in 
aid of Royal County of 
Berkshire Churches Trust. 
Details John Leighton 01344 
620840. 

Sat 13 STEWKLEY Plant sale 
&; coffee morning St Michael’s 
Church 10am- 12 for restoration 
fund. Details 01525 240069. 

Sat 13 CUDDESDON Annual 
Fete 2pm Ripon College, 
Cuddesdon, to be opened by 
Lord Runcie. Proceeds to All 
Saints’ Church. Details Richard 
Cowles 01865 361381. 

Sat 13 CHALGROVE Violin 
& piano concert St Mary’s 8pm 
in aid of Amnesty International. 
Tickets £6 Judy Vanstone 
01865 890177. 

Sat 13 DENHAM Celebration 
2000 Concert by London Welsh 
Chorale. St Mary’s Church 
7.30pm. Tickets £7 Anne 
Thomas/John Breese 01895 
832299 

Sat 13 CHESHAM Concert 
for Christian Aid by Liverpool’s 
Oriel Singers and Chesham’s 
Damon Singers. Includes 
Hallelujah Chorus (bring score 
and join in) St Mary’s Church 
7.30pm. Tickets £5 01494 
772596. 

Sat 13 WENDOVER 

Musicians of the Globe Theatre: 
singer, recorder, lute, virginals, 
viol. St Mary’s Church 8pm. 
Tickets £9.50/ children £1 from 
Tourist Information Bureau/ 


The Door is published ten 
times a year (not August 
or January) and is distributed 


Wendover Bookshop'. Details 
01296 622805. 

Sat 13 - Sun 14 HETHE 

Open gardens, plant and cake 
stall, cream teas, exhibition in 
church ‘A Year in the Church at 
Hethe’. Sun 6.30pm Songs of 
Praise. Details Penny Jacoby 
01869 277971. 

Sun 14 SUTTON COURTE- 
NAY Ruth and Martin Davies 
talk on The Study of History All 
Saints’ Church 11am; non- 
denominational service 10.30 
am. Details 01235 848429. 

Sun 14 - Sat 

Tue 16 WESTON TURVILLE 

Golf Club Charity Golf Day in 
aid of conservation of St Mary 
the Virgin, Drayton Beauchamp. 
Details Keith Dedman 01296 
714988, David Thomas 01296 
631365, e-mail: dbcharity- 
golf@aol.com. 

Tue 16 (OXFORD) 

Departure for visit to 
Portsmouth 6c Chichester 
Cathedrals 10.30am Redbridge 
Park 6 C Ride £32 including 
supper. Places for 50 people. 
Oxfordshire Historic Churches 
Trust. Book (with cheque): 
Secretary, OHCT, The Dower 
House, Westhall Hill, Fulbrook, 
Oxon OX18 4BJ. 

Fri 19 - Sun 21 HIGH 
WYCOMBE Festival of Flowers 
‘Wedding Dresses - Past and 
Present’. Music, refreshments, 
crafts. St John’s, Desborough 
Rd. Fri and Sat 10.30am- 
5.30pm, Sun l-5pm. Details 
church office 01494 529586. 
Sat 19 - Sun 21 MONKS 
RISBOROUGH Festival of 
Flowers ‘New Life 2000’ (Jesus’ 
‘I am’ sayings) Fri, Sat 1 lam- 


free of charge to churches in 
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire 
and Oxfordshire. 


5.30pm, Sun 12 noon - 5.30pm. 
11am Festival Eucharist, 6pm 
Choral Evensong St Dunstan’s. 
Details 01844 342556. 

Sat 20 LITTLEMORE Table 
top sale village hall 9.30- 
11.30am. 6ft table £5, half table 
£2.50, single items sold at 20% 
commission, in aid of Church 
Appeal. Contact Bernhard 
Schunemann 01865 395590. 

Sat 20 READING Organ 
recital by David Sidwell 
(Newbury) and Richard 
Morgan (Bristol) St Giles-in- 
Reading 7.30pm. Details 0118 
988 4172. 

Sat 20 BICESTER Exhibition 
‘Christianity’ St Edburg’s 
Church. 

Sat 20 HENLEY Henley 
Choral Society St Mary’s 
Church 7.45pm Mendelssohn, 
Tippett, Schubert. Tickets £6 
0118 940 2268, £7 at door. 

Sat 20 WING Quiz Night vil- 
lage hall 7.45pm. Cost £2, bring 
own refreshments. Details 
01296 688265. 

Sat 20 OXFORD Bring and 
buy sale in aid of Church 
Mission Society. Speaker Bishop 
JV Taylor on making friends 
with those of other faiths. St 
Andrew’s, Linton Rd 10.30am- 
12. Details 01865 873184. 

Sat 20 CHESHAM Coffee and 
lunches for Christian Aid 
Broadway Baptist Church 
10.30am-1.30pm. Details 
01494 772596. 

Sun 21 SUNNINGHILL Faure 
Requiem The Royal Free Singers 
Parish Church 7pm. Collection 
for The Minsk Orchestra in 
Belorussia. Details Ann Ayres 
01753 855173. 


Editorial address: The Door, 
Church House, North Hlnksey, 
Oxford 0X2 0NB. 


Sun 21 CULHAM Gospel 
Music Lilian Boutte from New 
Orleans with Oxon choirs. 
Railway Inn, Culham Station 
Stop, near Abingdon. 6.30-8pm 
Tickets £6 Richard Speed 01367 
710593. 

Sun 21 READING Hoping, 
Dreaming and Rocking with 
Spirit’ service of worship for all 
ages St Mark’s, Cranbury Rd 
6.30pm. Details 0118 941 
5019. Fri 26 BICESTER 
Concert by Garth Hewitt St 
Edburg’s Church 7.30pm. 
Tickets £4 Coles Bookshop, 
Crown Walk 01869 320779, 
local churches. Details Juliet 
Ralph 01869 278162. 

Fri 26 FINGEST Healing ser- 
vice with laying on of hands and 
anointing at Holy Communion 
10.15am. Details 01491 571231. 
Fri 26 THATCHAM Quiet 
Garden day 10am-4pm. 
Speaker: Canon David Winter. 
Scarletts Cottage, Plastow 
Green, Headley, Thatcham 
RG19 8LP. tel 01635 268583. 
E-mail: pneeves@nildram.co.uk 
Fri 26 - Sun 28 MILTON 
KEYNES Flower Festival 
‘Yesterday, Today and For Ever’ 
Church of Christ the 
Cornerstone. Details Dora 
O’Mahoney 01908 567718. 

Fri 26 - Mon 29 CHED- 
DINGTON Flower Festival 
‘2000 Years of Flowers’ St Giles 
Church 10am-6pm Refresh- 
ments. Details John Hance 
01296 661761. 

Sat 27 - Mon 29 PITSTONE 

near Aylesbury 20th Spring 
Festival St Mary’s Church: flow- 
ers, arts, crafts. Sat 2-6pm; Sun, 
Mon llam-6pm. Evensong Sun 


Telephone: 01865 208227 
Fax: 01865 790470 


6pm. Details 01296 661644. 

Sat 27 - Mon 29 WINSLOW 

Flower Festival ‘The Seven Ages 
of Man’ St Laurence Church 
10am-6pm. Historic walks, gar- 
dens open, organ recitals, 
Shakespearean excerpts, refresh- 
ments. In aid of the church and 
Willen Hospice. Details Lady 
Fennell 01296 712464. 

Sun 28 CHEDDINGTON 
Millennium Open Gardens: ten 
gardens open 2-6pm £2. Details 
John Hance 01296 661761. 

Sun 28 HAMBLEDEN Every 
Sun and Bank Hoi until 24 Sep 
teas and cakes St Mary .the 
Virgin 1.30-5pm in aid of 
church. 

Mon 29 WROXTON Fete and 
craft fair lpm. stalls, teas, open 
garden, wagon rides, visits from 
Postman Pat, a Dalek, Punch &C 
Judy. Details 01295 730579. 



Church Tea Guide 

In the July issue we will pub- 
lish our annual church tea 
guide. If your church offers 
teas, coffee, snacks on a regu- 
lar basis to visitors in the sum- 
mer and would like to be 
included (free), please let us 
know by 5 June giving brief 
details: opening times, type of 
refreshments, if you accept 
party bookings, if there is 
wheelchair access, and a con- 
tact phone number. Write to 
Tea Guide’, the DOOR. 


Temporary email: 
Christine. zwart@fsmai I .net 
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We are looking for loving 
homes for retired greyhound 
dogs and bitches 

If you feel you would be able to 
offer one a caring home, please call Tony on 

(0114) 251 0605 

Registered Charity No 269668 


RETIRED GREYHOUND TRUST 


Who’ll be sleeping on this Ad tonight? 



How would you like to spend the night sleeping on 
this Ad? Thousands of homeless people do precisely 
that. 

There are reasons for each person, many are mental- 
ly ill. Others have alcohol or drug problems. Some 
simply cannot cope. 

There arc no set rules to being homeless. 

That’s where The Passage can help. The Passage is 
more than a Day Centre. It’s home for hundreds of 
‘rootless’ people each day. 

We give them food, clothing and a shower. We can 
offer them Help, Advice, Counselling, Medical Care 
plus a Job Club are just some of the services 
preparing the way for our resettlement work. 

Yet, we have to rely on your help to continue. 

Every homeless person we help costs an average of 
£5 each day. With many hundreds in our care, it’s a 
thought worth sleeping on. 

Please be generous, send your donation to: Sr 
Bridie Dowd DC, The Passage, Department DO 
03/2000, St Vincent's, Carlisle Place, London 
SW1P 1NL. 


Please send me more information about The Passage 


Cheques made payable to: The Passage 


Name 

Address . 


Registered Charity No. 287297 
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ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 

We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising in the 
tranquilliser-free care of patients with Alzheimer’s 
disease. We have qualified and experienced staff, large 
gardens and grounds, and beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, or respite care, contact: 
GEORGE TUTHILL 
who will be pleased to show you around 

30MUMNGTON Near Banbury, 

r^OUSE 

NURSING HOME 


Oxon 0X17 1SD 
Telephone: (01295) 750513 


Help us win the fight 
against cancer ... 

Tenovus is a leading breast cancer 
charity funding research, counselling 
and patient care. 

We need volunteers to help run our 
local charity shops. 

If you have a few hours a week to 
spare, please contact Tenovus on 
01222 621433 for details. 


TENOVUS 

the cancer charity 


11 Whitchurch Road, 
CardifT CF4 3JN 

Registered Charity No. 

1054015 


Research • Care O Counselling 
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BATH LODGE 
RESIDENTIAL HOME 

A home from home 

If you can no longer stay 
in yodr own home. 

Friendly, comfortable surroundings. 
Confused elderly/alzheimer welcome. 

Tel: 0118 958 9726 

8 Bath Road, Reading RG1 6NB 


HEMPTON HELD NURSING HOME 

Small, friendly Home situated in the pleasant village of 
Chinnor, provides the highest standards of care and attention 
in comfortable and relaxed surroundings. 

• Single or Companion Rooms, many with en-suite facilities 

• Long and short term care available • Activities programme 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, OR AN APPOINTMENT TO 

VIEW, PLEASE CONTACT: 

Mrs. M. Adams, Matron, on Tel: 01844-351766 

36 LOWER KKNIELD WAY, CHINNOR, OXON 0X9 4EB 
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EARN EXTRA MONEY 
AND HELP OTHERS 
... by providing care 
and companionship 
for the elderly in their 
own homes 

FLEXIBLE HOURS 

Ring 

01494 678811 


DISABLED CARE AND MOBILITY 

SHOW ROOM OPEN MON-SAT INC. 9.30am TO 4.00pm TEL: 01793 701313 

514 CRICKLADE ROAD, (OPP MOONRAKER PUB), SWINDON 


POWERCHAIRS AND SCOOTERS 




UNIVERSAL CARE 



For a sense of freedom 




. and around the home 


WALKING AIDS BATH LIFT STAIR LIFTS 

PHONE FOR A FREE MAIL ORDER CATALOGUE AND BROCHURES 

LOCAL SALES AND SERVICE - FREEPHONE 0500 124688 


ARE YOU SINGLE 
AND LONELY? 

Contact Connect Two. 
Christian register for 
those wishing to connect 
with someone special. 

Tel: 01280 814451. 



THE 

FISHERMAN'S 

MISSION 

Voluntary Area 
Organiser's Required. 

All expenses paid. 
Enquiries & donations: 

RNMDSF, 

Freepost ANG5599 
Milton Keynes MK5 6YD 
01908 520397 

Speakers Available 


PREGNANT? WORRIED? 

• Free pregnancy test 

• Someone to talk to 

• Support 

• Accommodation 

• Help after abortion 

2nd Floor, 1 30 High Street 

OXFORD 01865 202435 

and at Aylesbury, Bracknell, Reading, 
Slough and Wycombe 

caring for women 

Reg. Charity No 274144 


Jiuugn 
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The ,/llbany 

-Nursing Jiome 


welcomes enquiries from ladies and gentlemen 
seeking convalescence, temporary respite or long 
term care in a luxurious and dignified private setting. 

The professional nursing team provides care for all 
nursing and medical needs. 

Please telephone for a brochure, or to arrange a visit. 

7 London Road, Headington, 

Oxford 0X3 7SN 
Telephone 01865 744444 

Registered with Oxfordshire Health Authority 
Accredited by Oxfordshire County Council 

> . The Amos Griffiths Charity registered no. 1001203 


foster 


carers make a difference 


... have you got what it takes? 

First For Fostering is a non-profit making organisation working 

closely with all local authorities. 
We recruit people who show they have a potential to provide children/young people 

with strong sensitive and nurturing care. 
As part of our commitment to all foster carers we offer on going training and are on 

hand 365 days a year to give you all the professional support you need, 
r irst Children need foster homes for all sorts of reasons, could you care 

J*or 

■ostering 

I y 01296 425675 


for a child or teenager who needs a loving home? 


If you would like to find out more please call: 
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. . ear O 
i Lord when I 
j call aloud, 
i show me 
i favour and 
1 answer. 

! Well I know 
8 that I shall 

i 

i see the 
j goodness of 
i the Lord in 
j the land of 
i the living. 

J Wait for the 
i Lord, be 
J strong take 
* courage, and 
[ wait for the 
1 Lord. 


i 
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| The Oxford Diocesan Prayer 
Diary is edited by Graham 


Canning 


1 

| Please cut this section and 
use it to pray for the needs 
of the Diocese. 

i 



Let us pray to God 
our Father for: 

Monday 1st PHILIP AND 
JAMES, APOSTLES 
Oxford Deanery. For their new 
parish share scheme - accepted, 
adopted, enacted - but a heavy 
burden on some parishes. For 
the deanery pastoral committee, 
that their new pastoral plan 
may look up and out rather than 
down and in. For the area dean 

- John Chorlton; synod lay 
chairman - Diana McMahon; 
youth worker - Chris Turner; 
licensed lay ministers - Bruce 
Armour, Elizabeth Browning, 
Sue Gillingham, Jeanne Lindley, 
Don Prytherch, Andrew Lintem- 
Ball. 

Tuesday 2nd Kidlington with 
Hampton Poyle: clergy - 

Anthony Ellis, George Coppen, 
Jim Turner; licensed lay minister 

- Lesley Heffer. 

Wednesday 3rd MARK THE 
EVANGELIST. North Hinksey 
and Wytham: clergy - Rosie 
Bates, Richard Adams; licensed 
lay ministers - Kenn Goff, 
Rosemary Peirce. 

Thursday 4th Oxford St Aldate: 
clergy - David Macinnes, John 
Chorlton, Andrew Buckler, 
Simon Ponsonby. 

Friday 5th Oxford St Andrew: 
clergy - Robert Key, Stephen 
Coe, James Grier, Andrew 
Wingfield Digby; licensed lay 
ministers - Paul Clifford, Paula 
Clifford, Donald Hay, David 
Wright; full-time youth workers 

- Rachel Lane, Jon Marlow. 
Saturday 6th Oxford St 
Barnabas and St Paul: clergy - 
Michael Wright, Dennis Mason. 

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF 
EASTER 

Sunday 7th For all who are 
being called to the ministry of 
God’s Church, that they may be 
helped to find the way to go, 
and the encouragement to per- 
severe. For the work of the 
diocesan vocations network: 
chairman - Hilary Unwin; vice 
chairman - Stephen Rowe; for 
all our deanery representatives; 
for advisors: religious communi- 


ties - Ann Verena; Church Army 
- Mandy Priestley; black con- 
cerns - Beverley Ruddock. 
Monday 8th Oxford St Ebbe w. 
Holy Trinity and St Peter-le- 
Bailey: clergy - Vaughan 

Roberts, David Gibb, Tony 
Jones. 

Tuesday 9th Oxford St Giles, St 
Philip and St James w. St 
Margaret: clergy - Andrew 
Bunch, Georgie Simpson, 
Michael Screech: licensed lay 
ministers - David Longrigg, 
Margaret Hollis. 

Wednesday 10th Oxford St 
Mary Magdalen: clergy - Hugh 
Wybrew; licensed lay minister - 
Alan Palmer. 

Thursday 11th Oxford St Mary 
the Virgin with St Cross w. St 
Peter in the East; clergy - Brian 
Mountford, Giles Fraser, Jane 
Shaw, Hugh White. 

Friday 12th Oxford St Matthew 
and Oxford St Luke: clergy - 


Christian Aid; for those who go 
into the wide world that they 
may have the resources to bring 
relief to those in need, and to 
encourage others who are able 
to help themselves. 


Let me find it in me to give my 
money as I do my hospitality - 
courteously; wanting to treat my 
guests to the best I can afford , 
finding pleasure in providing , 
hoping to build up friendship ; 
learning to give as God gives , 
with all my heart. 

Christian Aid Prayer 

Monday 15 th MATTHIAS 
THE APOSTLE Oxford St 
Thomas the Martyr w. St 
Frideswide and Binsey: clergy - 
Robert Sweeney, Richard 
Martin. 

Tuesday 16th South Hinksey 
with New Hinksey: clergy - 



The Archbishop of Canterbury on his visit to Temple Mill 
Farm, Sibford Ferris, Oxfordshire, March 1999. Pray for farm- 
ers and farmworkers at Rogationtide. Photograph: Frank Blackwell 


Steve Hellyer, Tim Bradshaw; 
full-time youth worker - Yvonne 
Morris; licensed lay ministers - 
Elizabeth Bishop, Jane Usher; 
lay pastor - Jane Sherwood. 
Saturday 13th Oxford St 
Michael at the North Gate w. St 
Martin and All Saints: clergy - 
Stephen Pix, Roger Beckwith. 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF 
EASTER 

Christian Aid Week 

14th - 20th May 

Sunday 14th For all who go into 

our parishes to collect for 


John Davis, Balwant Singh. 
Wednesday 17th Wolvercote w. 
Summertown (LEP): clergy - 
Anthony Gann, David Michaels, 
Ruth Ball, William Pryor; 
licensed lay ministers - Margaret 
Clarke, Anne Holmes, Tony 
Lemon. 

Thursday 18th Sonning 
Deanery. For their parishes’ 
growth in imagination and gen- 
erosity as they try to meet the 
challenges of stewardship. For a 
new form of archdeacon’s visita- 
tion - a churchwardens’ envi- 
sioning day - that this may be an 


effective tool for evangelisation, 
along with ‘Free the Spirit’ - 
their millennium celebration of 
life in the Holy Spirit, with 
Bishop Dominic on 25th June. 
For the area dean - Alan Wilson: 
synod lay chairman - Peter 
Teague. 

Friday 19th Arborfield with 
Barkham: clergy - Piers 

Bickersteth, Hugh Wakeling; 
licensed lay ministers - David 
Foster, Ian Mackenzie, Russell 
Shipton. 

Saturday 20th Bear Wood: cler- 
gy - Flaigh Etches. Wossehill 
Community Church (LEP 
Conventional District): clergy - 
Brian Coates; licensed lay minis- 
ter - Elaine Steere. 

THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF 
EASTER 

Sunday 21st For the strengthen- 
ing of family life and especially 
for children and families in 
social need. For PACT (Parents 
and Children Together): director 

- Yvette Gayford, staff and 
social workers. For FLAME 
(Family Life and Marriage 
Education): contact - Heather 
Llewellyn. For their work in sup- 
porting and enriching marriage. 
Monday 22nd California: clergy 

- Carol Edwards. Crowthome: 
clergy - Brian Spence; licensed 
lay ministers - Ian Saner; Lewis 
Simmons, Hazel Berry. 

Tuesday 23rd Finchampstead: 
clergy - Sheila Nunn, Joan 
Wakeling; licensed lay minister - 
Keith Atton. Hurst: Winnersh: 
clergy - Douglas Loveridge, 
Clifford Smith; licensed lay min- 
ister - David Webster. 
Wednesday 24th Owlsmoor 
(group ministry with Sandhurst): 
clergy - Ros Parrett; licensed lay 
minister - Eric Quirk. 

Thursday 25th Ruscombe and 
Twyford: clergy - Graham 

Hamborg, Des Foote; licensed 
lay minister - Paul Minton, 
Robert Cuffe-Adams, Geoffrey 
Pugh. 

Friday 26th Sandhurst - Lower 
Sandhurst: (group ministry with 
Owlsmoor): clergy - Alan 

Wilson, Andrew Bullock. 
Saturday 27th Sonning - St 
Patrick’s Church Hall: clergy - 


Chris Clarke, David Collin; 
licensed lay minister - David 
Sims. Wargrave - Crazies Hill 
Mission Room: clergy - John 
Ratings; licensed lay minister - 
Granville Hawkes. 

THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF 

EASTER 

Sunday 28th 

Almighty God , we thank you for 
those who through their work in 
field and farm provide our food. 
We pray for all those who work 
in the farming industry in the 
present crisis: may they know 
that through the work of farm- 
ing they share in your purposes 
and wise ordering of their world: 
sustain them and help them 
through the present difficulties 

Monday 29th Rogation Day 
For all men and women in their 
daily work , and as you have 
given us the knowledge to pro- 
duce plenty \ so give us the will to 
bring it within reach of all, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Wokingham All Saints: clergy - 
David Hodgson, Tony Kemp, 
Janet Lucas, Colin James; 
licensed lay minister - Brian 
Johnson-Roberts. 

Tuesday 30th Rogation Day. 
May the goodness of our Lord 
be upon us, may he prosper the 
work of our hands. 

Wokingham St Paul 
Emmbrook Community 

Church: clergy - Roger Stillman, 
Roy Holmes, Roy Burgess; 
licensed lay minister - Jane 
Stillman. Wokingham St 
Sebastian: clergy - Andrew 
Marsden, Eric Fudge, Margaret 
Kingdon; full time youth worker 
- Tim Gomm; licensed lay minis- 
ters - Jill Bright, Ann Potts. 
Wednesday 31st THE VISIT OF ( 
THE BLESSED VIRGIN 
MARY TO ELIZABETH. 
Rogation Day: Rural communi- 
ty councils: diocesan rural and 
regional officer - Glyn Evans; 
rural chaplains: Berks - John 
Gawne-Cain; Bucks - Stephen 
Toze. 
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Legion Security Pic 

Require full-time static security officers for Kidlington 
area. £5.20 per hour, also Banbury area £5.15 per 
hour. Both are 12 hour days and nights on rota. 
Average 56 hours per week. 

No experience needed as full S.l.T.O. training is given, 
uniform provided. Must be of good character and have 
a ten year checkable work history or back to school. 
Driving licence and telephone an advantage. 

Telephone Legion Security Pic for an application form 
For Kidlington - 01604 497572 
For Banbury - 01295 223459 

We are an Equal Opportunities Employer 


Little Chef 

Burford & Eynsham West 
require 

Griddle Cooks 

No Experience necessary as full 
training is given 

Full and Part Time 
Waiting Staff 

Wages negotiable. Meals on 
duty. Uniform provided. 

Real scope for career 
progression if desired. 
Immediate start available. 
Call Tina NOW on 

01993 823655 
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CARERS WANTED 

Please help us look after the elderly and disabled in their own homes. 
• Excellent Pay • Training Provided • NVQ Available 
• Flexible Hours • Generous Car Mileage 
For details and an application form please telephone June on 

01993 700050 or 01865 248999 
t 01235 817515 , 

\. Community Care is an Equal Opportunities Employer J 
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NURSES/CARERS 

URGENTLY REQUIRED 

for a small 15 bed Nursing Home on 
A40 Witney side of Burford. 
REGISTERED NURSES level 1 and level 2 
RGN/ENG. Part time days, hours to suit. Good rates 
of pay. For further information Tel: 01993 822088. 


Stretchers Ltd 

Care and Employment Agency 

Now recruiting in Oxford,. Milton Keynes and 
surrounding areas. 

We Pay up to 

♦ Caro Staff £8.00 per 

♦ Domestic Staff hour for 

♦ Cooks Care and 

♦ Chefs Domestic 

♦ Kitchen Porters staff. 

♦ Maintenance Staff 

We offer: Up to £15.00 

♦ Good rates of pay •tMf per hour for 

♦ Travel provided if necessary Chefs. 

♦ Flexible hours 

♦ Training opportunities 

♦ NVQ's 

Agency work can be rewarding and interesting. 

If you would like to join our rapidly expanding 
team please call on 

01295 271 596 

for an informal chat or an application form 


net: http ://www. jobwatch 


Always use a PROFESSIONAL 


Cotswold Paving and Decking 

Block Paving - Timber Decking Specialists 
Driveways - Patios - Landscaping 

Tel: 01993 201458 or 
0788 0688000 (mobile) 


RMS 

COUNTRY RESIDENCE AND 
SMALL ESTATE MAINTENANCE 

Let your land be a pleasure not a problem 
Our services indude: * Mowing (Lawns and Paddocks) 

• Garden Maintenance and Clearance • Hedge Cutting • Swimming Pool Care 
• Fencing (ftxnestic and Agricultural) 

• WtxHiland Maintenance • Country Pest Control. 

Work can be undertaken on a long term contract, one off visit, or seasonal basis 
Discreet, polite and efficient service - Fully insured with 10 years experience. 

Tel: 0118 9722058 or 0410 717149 


MOORES 

DESIGN 


Landscaping 
Stone Work 
Timber Constructions 
Wooden Gates & 
Play Equipment 
Light Carpentry 
Exterior/Interior Stone 
Floore/Patios a Speciality 
For further enquiries 
please contact: 

Mr B. Moore 
0129S 720686 


Cut out the 
"Middle Man" 

We buy direct from the 
manufacturer 

Heavy Duty 

FARMHOUSE TABLE 
AND 4 CHAIRS 
from only £229.00 
PINE DRESSERS from 

only £199.00 

Other Items Available 

Tel/Fax 01793 706708 

. Mtbile_040j64fe8R- 


KIDLINGTON 


Come and See our NEW DISPLAY OF 
PATCHWORK QUILTING FABRICS’ 
In Our Newly Refurbished Shop 

• Upholstery Fabrics 
• Foam cut to size 
• Curtain making Service 
• Net Curtains 
• Remnants from £1 a metre 
• Dacron (rolls and bags) 


• Curtain Fabrics 

• Tracks and Poles 
• Ready-made Curtains 

• Craft/ Patchwork Fabrics 

• Cushioned inserts 

• Polystyrene Beads 



ICS 

always right material 


These are just a selection available 


Open Mon to Sat 9.30am - 5.00pm - Open Sunday 10am - 3pm 
THE KIDLINGTON HIGH STREET, KIDLINGTON, OXFORD 

"" FREE PARKING— 01865 841088 ___ FREE PARKING * 
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Advertising 


TO ADVERTISE RING: 01865 254506 


& 

Funeral Service 

Personal Service from a Qualified Funeral 
Director. Memorials designed and supplied 
to any area from our brochure. 

Bidstone Close, Over Norton, Chipping Norton, 
Oxon OX7 5PP 

Tel: Ol 608 6441 1 2 - any hour 


u.mm 

& Son Limited 

FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Golden Charter Funeral Planner of the Year 

♦ ♦♦ 

Contact one of the following offices to obtain 
help and advice or a copy of the Golden 
Charter brochure. 

Eldon House, 36 Eldon Road, Reading. Tel: 0118 957 3650 
Ellen Lodge, 157 Binfield Road, BracknelL Tel: 01344 303707. 
Blyth House, 158 Reading Road, Henley. Tel: 01491 413434. 


O. WRIGHT LTD 

Incorporating PAGE & SON 

Monumental Masons & I-'i t-eplnce 
Centre, established 1964 


ACI. POEISHED DARK GREY 
GRANITE MEMORIAL 
SUPPLIED AND FITTED WITH 
UP TO 70 CUT AND PAINTED 
LETTERS 

£395 £69.12 VAT fees 

SHOWROOM ODEN 
I'lJES, WEDS, TMURS nnd SAI’ 
lO a.m.-to 2 p.m. 

Home visits gladly by appointment 
2 CHANTRY STREET, ANDOVER. 

Tel: 01264 352857 24 hrs 


SURMAN & HORWOOD 
FUNERAL SERVICE 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
24 HOUR SERVICE 
MONUMENTAL STONEMASONS 

incorporating The Funeral Department 
of Hobbs & Castle of Watlington 
PRIVATE FAMILY RUN BUSINESS 
The Green Crowell 25 High Street 

Chinnor Princes Risborough 

(01844) 351323 (01844) 274842 

All numbers offer a 24 hour emergency service 


A.E. BAKER & SONS 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

<©■ 

CARDINAL HOUSE 

5 PARK ROAD SIGROUNDWELLRD BREWERY ST 
FARINGDON SWINDON HIGHWORTH 
01367 240572 01793 433844 01793 764664 

24 HOUR SERVICE 
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PENCER 

& 

EYTON 



Independent Funeral Directors and Monumental Masons 
A family run business established in 1961 

ALL UNDER ONE ROOF 

• Funeral Service • Private Chapels of Rest 

• Stonemasons worksho for memorials 

• The Flower Girl floral workshop 

• Golden Charter pre-paid 
funeral plans discussed with 
no obligation 

380 Worting Road, Basingstoke, Hants RG22 5DZ 

Tel: 01256 323165 



Abbey View Funeral Home 



"HLE ’ (B8B0! SQB 





INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

24 HOUR PERSONAL SERVICE, PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
CARE, COMPASSION, EXCELLENCE 


GOLDE N CH ARTE R 

Pre-Paid Funeral Plan 


Golden Charter pre-paid and instalment plans available to suit your needs all under the supervision of Ian Bailey 

BASINGSTOKE 01256 851231 

Shothanger Bam, Kingsclere Road (A339), Wootton St Lawrence, Basingstoke, Hants RG23 8TH 
FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS MADE IN THE PRIVACY OF YOUR OWN HOME OR AT THE ABOVE ADDRESS 
ALSO AT: 31 Chapel St., Thatcham, Berks RG18 4JP Tel: THATCHAM 01635 860666 




GOLDEN CHARTER 

^FUNERAL PLANS 


INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 


The only plan recommended 
by the National Society of Allied 
& Independent Funeral Directors 


The caring approach to a sensitive subject 


There comes a time when it’s 

natural to consider your own funeral... to 
think about loved ones and what to leave 
them. 

Not the burden of funeral costs, obviously. 
Or the ordeal of deciding on the 
arrangements. 

Golden Charter funeral 
plans give you total peace of mind. Here’s 
why they are recommended by over 2100 
local independent funeral directors - 
companies that care deeply about their 
clients. 

• A Golden Charter plan enables you to 
cover every possible cost in advance. 
Therefore the funeral director can 
guarantee that he or she will not have to 
ask bereaved relatives for extra payment 
for the arrangements selected at the time 


of need. Other funeral plans do not 
necessarily meet all expenses. 

• Golden Charter gives you freedom to 
choose your funeral director. 

• With Golden Charter you may personalise 
your plan any way you wish. 

No other funeral plan has such a 
combination of benefits for you and your 
loved ones. 

If you’d like to know more, telephone 
any of the Golden Charter funeral 
directors advertising in this feature or 
complete and send the coupon to 
them. Alternatively, you may send it: 
FREEPOST, GOLDEN CHARTER 
or call us free of charge on 

0800 833 800 


NO STAMP 
REQUIRED 
To: FREEPOST 
GOLDEN 
CHARTER 


Please send me your Golden Charter brochure with prices. 

Mr/Mrs/Ms Initial: Surname: 


| Address: 


| Postcode: 


Tel no: 


MEMBER OF THE 




FUNERAL PLANNING COUNCIL 


The 

Golden 

Charter 





nm 


Jll 

. ~z~iy 

Telephone: 




iXt'£?£V!15N 


It’s good to know your 
Local Independent Funeral 
Director is SAIF 


GOLDEN 

CHARTER 

V FUNERAL PLANS 



. UNRRAL MBUDSMAN CHEME 


The SAIF logo guarantees 
that _your locally owned 
independent funeral directors 

within this feature are not 

* 

part of a large conglomerate. 
Being members of The 
National Society of Allied and 
Independent Funeral 

Directors they will abide by 
the Funeral Ombudsman’s 
strict code of practice, always 
have a basic funeral available, 
offer Golden Charter pre- 
paid funeral plans and most 
importantly, give complete 
peace of mind. 


SAIF National Office 01279 726777 email: info@saif.org.uk 


SAWYER FUNERAL 
SERVICE % 

32 WEST STREET, MARLOW 

Telephone: 

Marlow (01628) 483331 

Private Chapels of Rest 
A Family Business - Rolls Royce Fleet 


a\flc* St 

FUNERAL SERVICES 

0 

$5* 

Chapel Lodge, 21 Corbett Road, Carterton, Oxon 

01993 842421 
Also (01993) 702123 


Est Before 1879 

TOMALIN & SON 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Your local Henley Independent Funeral Service 
Anderson House, 38 Reading Road, Henley-on-Thames 
0 OU>^ 

GOLDEN CHARTER 

Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 



Telephone: (01491) 573370 


K. Y. GREEN 

Funeral Directors 

29 Cambridge Street, Aylesbury 

Aylesbury (01296) 482041 

24 HOUR SERVICE 

Golden Charter Funeral Pre-payment Plan 
Established 200 years 
Still a Real Family Business 

Private Chapel of Rest at Marsh Road, Little Kimble 


0 



J EDWARD CARTER V 

(L°r:r ,r Funeral Directors 

VlpOMFAfflON 

I 24 hour service 

DEDICATED CHAPEL OF REST 

A private, family business, upholding the 
traditional values of dignity and respect 
Pre-paid funeral plan 
107 South Avenue, Abingdon 0X14 IQS 

(01235) 528293 


HOWARD CHADWICK 
FUNERAL SERVICE 

A caring family-owned and managed 
oU) Funeral Directors 

Private Chapel of Rest 
24 Hour Personal Attention 
Monumental Stone Masons 

Clockhouse Cottage, Benson Lane 
Crowmarsh, WaUingford 

Telephone: 01491 825222 


MICHAEL HARRIS I ARNOLD FUNERAL 

" SERVICE 


MONUMENTAL MASONS 

Quality memorials supplied and erected 
• Hand carved lettering a speciality 
• Existing memorials renovated 
• Personal design service 
GRANITE - MARBLE - STONE 
HAND CRAFTED QUALITY WORK 


ABINGDON 01235 520617 FAX: 530739 
EVENINGS: 01235 848335 
161A OAK STREET, ABINGDON, OXON OX14 5DL 


.1 


CARING FUNERAL 
SERVICES 

S & R CHILDS 

69 LONDON ROAD, HEADINGT0N 
We are a privately owned family 
business which offers a personal 
24-hour service to all clients. 

Tel: SANDRA HOMEWOOD (nee Childs) 

( 01865 ) 427272 

You’ll notice the 
difference 




Caring family business 

PREPAYMENT FUNERAL PLAN 
AVAILABLE 

891 London Road, High Wycombe 

(01494) 472572 

38 Oak End Way, Gerrards Cross 

(01753) 891892 


24 HOUR SERVICE 



Camp Hopson 

Incorporating Arthur Olivers 

Independent Family 
Funeral Directors 

offers a personal & complete 24 hour service 

■ Private Chapel of Rest 

■ National & International Funerals Arranged 

■ Golden Charter F re- Pa id Funeral Flans 

■ I lorse Drawn I learse available 

■ Arrangements can be made in your home 

Members of Society of Allied & Independent Funeral Directors, 
Funeral Ombudsman Scheme & National Association of Funeral Directors 

Thatcham: 871692 Highclere: 253509 
Hungerford: 686511 Chieveley: 247462 

NEWBURY: 522210 

90 West Street, Newbury, Berkshire RG14 1HA 
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Advertising 


dwcot nimHi 

CENTRE 



The Great Western Steam Event 
of the Millennium 

DIDCOT STEAM 2000 

Saturday 27 May to 
Sunday 4 June -■ 

visiting Great Western engines 
also No. 4472 'Flying Scotsman' 
and No. 60532 'Blue Peter' 

Over 2000 model and miniature engines 
Thurs I June - evening steaming with 
'Flying Scotsman', jazz band, pig roast 
Fri 2 June - Railway Quiz in Civic Hall 
(7.30pm) 

Open I0am-5pm (1 0pm on Thurs) 

'Flying Scotsman' visiting until 2 June - 
'Blue Peter' from 30 May. 

Pendon Museum of Miniature Landscape & Transport 
open daily, children under 1 2 must be accompanied 
by an adult 

Entrance at Didcot Parkway rail station 
signed from M4 (junct 1 3) & A34 
DIDCOT RAILWAY CENTRE 
DIDCOT : OXFORDSHIRE : OX 1 1 7NJ 
Tel Didcot (01235) 817200 
www.didcotrailwaycentre.org.uk 


■ Following a major Development “ 
by Greene King 

The Red Lion 

Goring Road, Woodcote 

IS NOW OPEN 

❖ Totally new non-smoking restaurant with waitress service 

❖ Superb new kitchen facilities 

❖ Refurbished bar/games area 

❖ traditional home cooked food 

❖ Selection of real ales, premium lagers & fine wines 

Tel: 

01491 680483 

Make a visit soon ! _■ 


Giving you the freedom 
... to live life 

Supplying the widest choice of equipment and aids 
to increase independence of the elderly and less able 

O Specialist staff always available 
O Spacious showroom 
Authorised 

SUNRISE SALES CENTRE 



SUNRISE 



W LlMITtD 

FREEPHONE 

0800 854052 

24A Portman Rd.. Reading RG30 1EA 
REDLAND HEALTHCARE LTD 

Thames Valley's leading disabled equipment cenue 


IVE 


Held in Marquees j J 

MAPLEDURHAM 

HOUSE 

Off A4074 between Reading & Wallingford 
By boat from Caversham Bridge, Reading 

20-21 MAY 

Saturday & Sunday - Open 10am -5pm 
Meet the makers , see them at work and 
purchase some of the finest examples of 
British Art, Craft , Fashion & Design 

★ Live Music ^ 

★ Food Court 

★ Free Parking 

★ Puppet Shows 

★ Demonstrations 

★ Artists of Russia 

Adults £3.50, Seniors £3.00, Children (8-16 yrs) £1.00, 
Family (2 Adults & 2 Children) £8.00 
The Exhibition Team Ltd 01494 450504 


Home Alone? 

If you are temporarily hospitalised 
as the result of an accident or illness, 
what would happen to your pet(s)? 
Petguard will contact a nominated 
carer on your behalf and call a 
relative if necessary. For a small 
annual fee (less than 6p per day) you 

Ca ° haVC P 6306 m * n£ *- 

Call or write for our brochure e — 

® 0207 68 11 694 PETGUARD 

10 Manor Farm Cottages, Clare. Nr. Tetsworth Thame 
Oxfordshire OX9 7HQ 



YOUR TAX RETURN 



If you really can’t face it, maybe 
it’s time to get some help. Call 
us for a free brochure or an 
immediate quotation. 

Just Tax 

0800 716961 

57 LONDON ROAD • HIGH WYCOMBE • BUCKS 
www.just-tax.co.uk 


FREELANCE LYRICS 
WRITER 

Available for any kind of music in the Witney, Oxford 
area. So, if you’re in a band and stuck for a few words, 
or if you’re a musician or a singer and would like to 
be in a band. 

Are you writing a book don’t know exactly how to 
or what to do next? “do you need a publisher”? 

Then please call Martin on 
01367 810481 - 07714 558265 


DHAKA BRASSERIE 

186 COWLEY ROAD, OXFORD OX4 1UE 
Open 12 noon - 2.30pm 6pm - midnight 

Sunday Buffet 12-5.30pm £6.95 

Children half 
price 

Take away 
service available 
(6 mile radius) 
Book in advance 
for 4 people and receive a FREE bottle of wine 
For bookings and further details, 
call 01865 200203 or 202011 



FEELIINIG 
THE PINCH? 
££££ 


Part-time 

Full-time 


Flexible Hours No Targets 
NO Pressure. £50 - £500+ Per Week 
Ring Phil on: 

Tel: 01491 614556 


DRYLINERS 

EXPERIENCED TACKERS 
DOT & DABBERS AND JOINTERS 

required for Housing Projects in the Berks, Bucks, 
Hants, Middx, Northants and Oxon areas. 

For further details call 

01895 2566T2 

1 0am to 8pm Monday to Thursday 
9am to 2pm Fridays. 

SAFETY HATS, BOOTS & CIS CARDS A MUST 



Ca 

Counselling 
& Training 

122 Hunter Avenue, 
Shenfleld, Brentwood, 
Essex CM15 8PG 
Tel/Fax 01277 226121 

Email: CaPA9compuserve.com 

Communication 
Skills: From War 
to Peace! 

16-18 June 2000 
Brentwood, Essex 
£135 per person 

Safe environment lo explore 
relationships. Lively, humorous 
teaching, looking at resolving 
conflict, controllers and 
manipulators, people-pleasers, 
male/female relationships, 
assertiveness and lots more! 
(Bring your whole church!) 

The Power of 
Small Groups 

22-24 September 2000 
Brentwood, Essex 
£135 per person 

Dynamic weekend which 
explores the power and potential 
of the small group for personal 
growth. 

Includes dealing with difficult 
people, good and bad leadership, 
what makes a group ‘work’ and 
much more. Suitable for 
counsellors/churches/work. 

Call us for details on 

01277226121 
Dr Chris and 
Pauline Andrew 


What s On 


Concert Hall 



ACADEMY OF 
ANCIENT MUSIC 

Tues 30th May 7.30pm 

An evening of music by Bach and Handel 
Tickets £14.50 & £16.50 

DAVID SANGER 

Fri 2nd June 7.30pm 

Organ recital on the Father Willis Organ. A varied programme 
which includes works by Bach, Lizst, Franck and Vierne. 

Tickets £10.50 

LONDON MOZART 
PLAYERS 

Thurs 22nd June 7.30pm 

An evening of music by Strauss, 
Danzi and Schubert. 
Tickets £12.50 & £10 


BOX OFFICE 0118 960 6060 # Reading 



FRENCH 

TUITION 


Experienced Tutor 
Beginners/ 
Conversation/GCSE 

Tel. Sue 
01993 772828 


W E ST SOMERSET 

Self-catering accommodation. 
Cottage in Watchet to sleep 4, or 
flats in converted coach house in 
Sampford Brett sleeps 4-6. 
Secluded grounds with swimming 
pool. 

Brochure 01984 632301 

S OMERSET. HELWELL BAY 


Watchet Caravans and chalets 
overlooking the sea. Half price for 
senior citizens eariy/late season. 

Tel: 01984 631781 


Oxford Dance Centre 
& BizzKids Dance Comp any 


If you want to learn to dance we can help. 

Our Oxford Dance Centre based at Mortimer Hall 
Marston, Oxford, has classes for adults in all 
‘together’ dances as well as the very latest Street Jazz. 
Our BizzKids Dance Company runs classes for juniors 
in the ‘Freestyle’ Disco and RnR styles. We have 
BizzKids venues in Thame, Didcot, Grove, 
Kidlington Witney and of course Oxford. 

For any information on any of the dance classes we 
offer please phone us on 01865-556382 or mobile 
0860 590722 or e-mail us at AveryharrisJ@aol.com 


%\y> fexefs urn Bmpii 

Reading Road, 
UPTON 

★ Home Cooked Food 
* Families Welcome, Traditional Beers 
* We can cater for large parties upto 18 people 
* Accommodation 

Tel: 01235 850723 




am 

weeks 


Oxfordshire Visual 
Arts Festival 


Artweeks 2000 

The UK’s largest open studio festival, now 
in its 18th year 

Enjoy an inspiring day out 

270 sites across Oxfordshire 
Paintings, drawings, sculpture, crafts, 
jewellery, embroidery and much more 
OXFORD CITY: 13-21 May 
SOUTH OXFORDSHIRE: 20-28 May 
NORTH OXFORDSHIRE: 27 May-4 June 
For a FREE Festival guide - send 31 p SAE to: 
Artweeks, Electric Showroom, 

33 West St Helen Street, 

Abingdon OX14 5BL 
www.artweeks.org 


Planning a 

BARN DANCE 

for your church or community 
group? 

NATTERJACK 

Four-piece band and caller. 
Ring Andrew 01865 243266 
or John 01865 245751 
for details 


f77re f/orj/t 

Hare Lane, Little Kingshill 

The new licencees, Alan & Pam Sandell, welcome you to a pub with 


good food, good beer and good company. This English country pub. 

" igham countryside, is full of character. 

We offer a full selection of real ales. Bass. Adnams, Ringwood Best 


Bitter, Flowers Original and coming soon. Six X and Pedigree, a great 
food area and a real fire in Winter. An extensive range of home 
cooked dishes is available every day for lunch and dinner, including 
home-made soups, main courses, snacks, vegetarian and sweets at 
reasonable prices. 

OPENING HOURS 
MON-SAT 
12-3pm Ci 6-1 1pm 
SUN 

1 2-3pm Ci 7-1 Opm 


FOOD TIMES 
LUNCHTIME 12-2pm 
EVENING 6.30-9pm 
SUNDAY ROAD £5 
NO FOOD SUN/MON EVE 


QUIZ NIGHT ON TUESDAY 
SENIOR CITIZENS LUNCH 
EVERY WEDNESDAY 


0/^94 <9613497 aliUfbp 


Swimming 

lessons 

AT THE TEIKO FOUNDATION - 
FRAMEWOOD ROAD - 
WEXHAM/FULMER 


Adult lessons 

Saturday & Monday 


Private and relaxed location 
• Small, Personal classes 

• Short courses • 1 hour sessions 
• All abilities 


ChildrenOs lessons 

Saturday & Sunday 


FREE assessment lesson 

• Only 6 pupils per class 

• Beginners and improvers 

BOOK NOW! 

Call: 01494 677361 
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HARRIS MANCHESTER COLLEGE 

University of Oxford 

OPEN DAY 

SATURDAY JUNE 24 

Harris Manchester College is dedicated to offering Oxford degrees to mature 
students. If you are age 25 or over and are considering returning to full time 
education, hy not see what we have to offer? The College accepts students for a 
wide range of arts subjects and some science subjects. 

For further information or to book a place on our Open Day write to: 

Manchester College, Mansfield Road, Oxford OX1 3TD 
or telephone 01865 271006 or e-mail to college.office@. ox.ac.uk 


eoo 

w 

The University of Reading 
Faculty of Letters and Social Sciences 

Thinking of taking a BA degree 
by part-time study? 

Come to our Open Days on 
23 & 24 June 

Faculty of Letters & Social Sciences 

Evening Subjects Classical Studies, English, Philosophy (& 
Archaeology), History, History of Art, Latin at first-year level) 
Day-time Subjects: Ancient History, Archaeology, Classical Studies, 
French, German, History, History of Art, Italian, 

Latin, Linguistics, Music, Philosophy 

Telephone (0118) 931 6354/931 8063 for more details 



The Centre for 
Jewish-Christian 
Relations 

offers an 

MA degree in Jewish-Christian Relations 

by distance learning. 

The programme is intended to deepen the knowledge 
and awareness of students who possess a first degree or 
other qualifications in theology, Jewish studies, or a 
related field, or who have equivalent experience. 

The accessible and challenging programme 
includes: 

• Jewish-Christian Relations - Their Foundations 
and Relevance to Contemporary Society 

• Jewish and Christian Responses to the Holocaust 

• Jewish-Christian Relations in Europe in the 
20th Century 

• Jewish and Christian Biblical Interpretation 

Join our dynamic international student community 

For further information, please contact: 

Distance Learning Manager 
Centre for Jewish-Christian Relations 
Wesley House, Jesus Lane, 
Cambridge CB5 8BJ 
Telephone: 01223 741038 
e-mail: wesley-cjcr@lists.cam.ac.uk 
Website: www.cjcr.org.uk 


Education Review 


A successful correction method for 

Dyslexia 

ADD, Dysgraphia, Dyscalculia & Dyspraxia 

Succeed in Education - Be less frustrated - 
Achieve at work and play 
Experience less embarrassment 

For further details call NOW - Catherine Armstrong 

Authorised Davis Correction Facilitator 

01844 212419 - hhtp://www.dyslexia.telinco.co.uk 



The Abbey School, Kendrick Road, 
Reading RG1 5DZ 

Preparatory and Junior Departments 
girls aged 4-10 years. 

Senior Department, girls aged 11-18 years. 

Scholarships and Assisted Places available. 

First class examination results. 

Opportunities in science, information technology, language, music and sport. 

Telephone The Secretary now for further details: 0118 987 2256 

The Abbey School exists to educate academically able girls. 

Registered Charity No. 309115 


ACCOMMODATION 

WANTED 


URGENTLY 
REQUIRED FOR 
INTERNATIONAL 
STUDENTS 
£90 per week 
per student 

Please contact Clynis Beckett 
at Abingdon College, 
Northcourt Road, Abingdon, 
Oxon OX14 INN 

Or telephone 01 235 216263 
or 01235 555585 



THE MARIST CONVENT SCHOOL 

King’s Road, Sunninghill, Ascot, Berks SL5 7PS 
A leading GSA Catholic Independent Day School. Founded 1870 
Nursery (2V2-4), Junior School (4-11) & Senior School (11-18) 

A first-class education for 580 girls aged 2 1 /2-18 on a single campus. 

Beautiful landscaped grounds of around 60 acres with lake and extensive woodland, at 

the heart of Sunninghill village 

A Catholic school welcoming all Christians & those in sympathy with its ethos 
Happy, caring & dynamic learning environment, each girl challenged to reach her full 
potential 

Excellent exam results: typically 98% achieve 5+ GCSEs A-C (74% at 1*-B); 99% A 
Level success rate (62% at A-B) 

Small classes; generous staff/pupil ratio; small, friendly Nursery 

Broad academic curriculum: Junior School places strong emphasis on foundation skills; 
Senior School offers a wide choice of 21 GCSE & 26 A/AS Level subjects 

Flourishing Sixth form; excellent careers department; strong Oxbridge tradition 
Outstanding reputation for drama, music & creative arts 
Wide range of extra-curricular activities during and after school 
Provision for before and after school care 

Superb sporting achievements currently include: National Champions in Under 11 & 
Under 16 Gymnastics; Berkshire Champions in Senior Indoor/Outdoor Hockey 

Extensive Facilities include indoor pool; state-of-the-art ICT suite; refurbished library 
Served by network of school coaches 

Academic Scholarships, Bursaries & Sibling Discounts available 

OPEN DAYS 

Nursery & Junior School: 17 June 2000, 10am-4pm 
Senior School: 24 June 2000, 10am-2pm 

For further details or to arrange a visit please contact: 

Nursery & Junior School: the Headmistress. Tel 01344 626137; Fax 01344 621566 
Senior School: the Headteacher’s PA Tel: 01344 624291; Fax 01344 874963 

email pa2head @ maristsenior.windsor-maidenhead.sch.uk 
Registered Charity No. 225485 


£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 
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Telephone: 

1W M3 



Telephone: 



The Vacation Term for Biblical Study. 

A Residential Summer School for Critical Biblical Study ill Oxford. 
July 22 - August 5, 2000, at St. Anne's College. 

FIRST WEEK: JULY 24-28 


Course 1 - ISAIAH: ONE IN THREE OR THREE IN ONE? 

Prof. H.6.M. Williamson Regious Professor ol Hebrew, Oxford. 

Course 2 - THE APOCRYPHAL NEW TESTAMENT. 

Prof. K. Elliot. Professor of N. T. Textual Criticism. Leeds. 

Three Lectures on PSALMS EXEGISIS, THEOLOGY AND THE SCIENCE OF ALLEGORY IN 
THE MIDDLE AGES - Dr. J. Ginter. 

SECOND WEEK: JULY 31 -AUGUST 1 

Course 3 • THE HEBREW BOOK OF ESTHER. THE FEAST OF PURIM AND THEIR ASSYRIAN 
BACKGROUND. Or. S. Dailey. Somerville College. Oxford. 

Course 4 - VARIETIES OF EARLY CHRISTIAN PSEUOEPIGRAPHY. Or. J. Muddiman. 
Mansfield College, Oxford. 

Three Lecture on THREE NOVELISTS AND RELIGION • Dr. C. Rodd. 

Language classes in Biblical Hebrew and New Testament Greek at all levels. 

All courses and lectures open to non-residents. 

Further details from The VTBS Secretary. Mrs Elizabeth Lee, 13 Oxford Road. Dewsbury, 
West Yorkshire WF13 4LN. Phone/Fax 01924 467319 

Reg Charity no. 283554 R 



ST JOSEPH’S 
CONVENT SCHOOL 

READING, BERKSHIRE 

An independent day school for girls age3-18. 

PREPARATORY DEPARTMENT 
KINDERGARTEN TO YEAR 6 

with after school care facilities 

OPEN MORNING 

SATURDAY JUNE 10, 2000 

Applications are invited for entry at Kindergarten (both half- 
day and full-day attendance) and Reception levels. Vacancies 
arise occasionally at other levels. 

For further information and a prospectus, 
please contact: 

St. Josephs Convent School , 

Upper Redlands Road, Reading, Berkshire RG1 5JT 

Tel. 0118 966 1000 


St. Joseph’s Convent School is a registered charity, 
which exists to provide education for girls. 


FRIGHTENED 

OF 

COMPUTERS 



COME ON IN THE 
WATER S FINE 
Learn: 

WORD 

PROCESSING, 
SPREADSHEETS, 
DATABASES, 
INTERNET, 
WEBSITES, E-MAIL 
PRESENTATION. 
DESKTOP 
PUBUSHING, 
WINDOWS ’95 & ’98 



BEST 

TRAINING 

3 West Bar 
BANBURY 
Tel: 01295 271888 
Fax: 01295 271801 
Refreshments served 
START ANYTIME 
WORK AT YOUR 
OWN PACE 


The Independent Schools 
Information Service (ISIS) 
provides you with up to date 
information about independent 
fee paying schools. Phone for 
a tee regional ISIS handbook 
giving details of schools in the 
South and West. 


HIS is 

Imio.pendeni Schools 
Information Serv ice 


Tel: 01736 799250 

(quoting ref. D/05/00) 

ISIS (South and West) Ltd., Trevarrack House 
Lelant, St Ives, Cornwall TR26 3HA. 

i 



HEYTHROP COLLEGE 

University of London 

The specialist philosophy and theology 
College of the University of London 

TWO BRAND NEW DEGREES 

MA in Christianity and Inter-religious Dialogue - a unique 
initiative which seeks to explore three major dialogues in which 
Christianity finds itself engaged: that with Judaism; that with Islam; and 
that with Buddhism. This degree is designed for part-timers, and may be 
completed in two or three years. Students attend lectures/seminars on 
one evening a week, plus two Saturdays each term. 

BA in Philosophy, Religion and Ethics - a daytime degree, well 
suited to those who have studied philosophy of religion or ethics at A 
level. Courses available for this degree include philosophy of religion, 
Christianity and ethics, the human person in the Christian tradition, 
study of a particular philosopher from a choice of several, and 
environmental ethics. (UCAS code: VV87 BA/PRE) 

For further information about the above or any of our other undergraduate or 
postgraduate degrees and diplomas, contact: The Secretary and Registrar, Heythrop 
College, University of London, Kensington Square, London W8 5HQ. 

Tel: 020 7795 6600 FAX: 020 7795 4200. 

Email: a.clarkson@hevthrop.ac.uk 
http://www.heythrop.ac.uk 

Heythrop College is a Registered Charity No. 312923, and exists to give higher education in philosophy and theology. 
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CHOOSING A CARE HOME? 


Choosing a care home 
is like choosing a new 
house - but with the 
neighbours living in. 

Importantly it has to 
feel right for the 
resident and provide 
everything to suit the 
personality involved, 
especially when 
attempting to choose 
for someone else, here 
are some important 
questions to ask: 
Residential or Nursing? 
Some ‘non-nursing' 
homes can cope with 
less serious conditions. 
Some are dual- 
registered. Do you 
require the reassurance 
of qualified nursing care 
available round the 
clock? 

Personal Details 
Any disabilities? 

Special needs? Perhaps 
some chronic 
conditions? 
Allergies/aversions? 

Any problem with 
speaking, reading, 
writing, English? People 
from foreign countries 
can feel especially 
isolated. Maybe there is 
a home with others of 
the same ethnic origin 
or visits can be 
arranged from Church 
or Community groups. 


Advertisement Feature 


Individual Preferences 
Home or away? Many 
people have the dream 
to retire to the seaside 
or somewhere with a 
slower, more countrified 
lifestyle. Xhis kind of 
move needs more 
research and more 
effort from everybody. 
Remember, too, that 
resorts experienced for 
a fortnight every year 
may be less idyllic in 
midwinter or high 
summer. If you later 
become less mobile, 
then you may well wish 
that you should have 
stayed nearer the 
family. 


Do you prefer to keep 
your own doctor? If this 
is of primary 
importance, you should 
look for a home within 
his/her practice area. 

An established 
relationship with your 
own G P can be a 
comfort if health 
problems should 
develop. 

Near to shops, park, 
pub, social club? On bus 
route? If you can keep 
up contacts in the 
outside world, the 
transition can be almost 
seamless. Food. At set 
times or flexible? 
Possibility to make your 


FAST FACTS 

* Most residential and nursing homes in 
the UK are independent 

► Most residents in care homes have 
their fees (or part fees) paid by the 
local authority 

► 40,000 homes have to be sold every 
year to meet care costs. 

► The average lifespan of a man is 78 
years and a woman 82 years. 

* Anyone with assets less than £16,000 
can be helped with care costs 

► 1 in 3 women and 1 in 5 men will 
require nursing care 


own tea, snacks? Fixed 
rising/bedtimes or 
flexible? Single-sex or 
mixed? Like to help 
with chores? 

How to be addressed? 
Mr/Mrs/first name? If 
you dislike a particular 
form of address, make 
your wishes known from 
the start. Private room, 
with your own things 
around you or happy to 
share? Special 
interests? Playing 
chess, birdwatching, 
photography, knitting, 
patchwork. Shared 
interests with other 
residents can make 
home life most 
enjoyable. Special 
talents? Play the 
piano? Do conjuring 
tricks? These talents 
can be accommodated 
and welcomed. Maybe 
too, you have an 
interesting and inspiring 
history. This is the 
perfect time and place 
to work on the 
memoirs. 

Family Preferences 
Handy for family visits? 
If children, 
grandchildren and 
friends can just 'drop 
in', it is obviously nicer 
than formal visits. On 
bus/train route/with 


Arts Courses for all tastes 

Open College of the Am home -study courses arc created and tutored by practising 
artists/writers/ designers. We work to release your creativity and encourage standards of 
excellence (many courses are university accredited). Through open learning we provide 
a flexible framework in which you can work at your own pace. 

We guarantee you a tutor and offer a range of study methods; group, indiv idual or postal. 
Courses can be taken by complete beginners as well as by those with poor experience. 

We believe that everyone has artistic ability. Whatever your background and/or aspirations, 
you'll find something suitable in our new Guide to Courses. 

For your free *2000 Guide to Courses’ freephone: 0800 731 2116 (24hr) 

Open College of the Arts, Dept NT, lloundhill. 

Worsbrough. Barnsley, South Yorkshire, S70 6TU 
Fax: 01226 730X18 Mimcom; 01226 205 255 
Web: ww.oca-uk.com Email: open.arts@ukonline.co.uk 


Sculpture « Muse • Smgng • Cdkgraphy ■ Photography • Creatnre Wrmrvg > Dane* 




f Plater Cortege 



set me on the 
right track! 


Helen Jones, 28, is a second year under-graduate 
student reading Media Studies at University. After 
leaving school with few qualifications, she had a variety 
of jobs before a friend suggested she should go to 
Plater College. "I was very apprehensive at first," said 
Helen, "but when I got there, I soon realised that I had 
a lot in common with the other students. There were 
men and women of all ages, but none of us had done 
all that well at school, many of us had no money and 
we all thought we could do something better for 
ourselves and for the society in which we live." The 
College staff are used to helping adults return to study, 
and the government grant - it is not a loan - makes it 
affordable for most people. (Grant eligibility is subject to 
status - most students qualify). 

Courses in Legal Studies, Economics & 

Politics, Social Administration, Theology, 

Pastoral Studies 

Why not see if Plater College can get you on the 
right track? 

- Just give Monica a ring on Freephone 
0800 0830813, or write to: 


PLATER COLLEGE 

Catholic Adult Residential College 
Pullens Lane, 

Oxford OX3 ODT. 
e-mail: admissions @ plater.ac.uk 



Call now - Freephone 
0800 0830813 


• FREE personal survey (No obligation) 

• New or reconditioned straight and curved stairlifts 

• Servicing and maintenance 
•We purchase unwanted stairlifts 

• Branches nationwide 

• Mains or battery powered 

• local AUTHORITY APPROVED 

WE ALSO STOCK! 

• Scooters 

• Wheelchairs 
) Riser Recliner Chairs 

• Bath Lifts 

TOP QUALIT]/ 

REASONABLE PRICES! 

Approved suppliers for: 



M.L.S. 

Builders 


Offer a full range of services including: 

■ Brickwork ■ Stonework. 

■ Roofing ■ Joinery ■ Plastering 
■ Drives ■ Patios ■ Drainage 

■ Footings ■ Landscaping 

■ Fencing 

24 HOUR CALL OUT 
INSURANCE WORK UNDERTAKEN 

FREE ESTIMATES 
SPECIAL RATES FOR OAPs 

NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL 
FOR A FAST SERVICE PLEASE 

TELEPHONE 

01295 256164 

MOBILE 03780 65917 


parking? Is there 
somewhere to stay 
nearby? If they've 
chosen to retire to the 
countryside, is there a 
hotel, guest-house or 
caravan site nearby for 
your visits? 

Take Time 
What is vitally 
important is time. Many 
people are forced into 
making decisions at the 
last minute which can 
only reduce the choice 
of care homes with 
vacancies. So try to 
think months ahead of 
the situation rather than 
weeks. 
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We see individuals and couples 
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SENDING 

GOODS 

OVERSEAS 

including personal effects, 
books and full container 
loads. Enquire about our 
special rates for churches, 
charities and students. 
Freight Services 
International Ltd. 
telephone 01332 347478 

(24 hr onswerphooe) 

or email us at 
fsiltd@aol.com 


relate 


Oxfordshire 

With all the other challenges in life it is nol always easy to take 
time for your relationship or Find ways of sorting out problems. 
If it would help to talk things through 

please call 01865 242960 


THE “BUILDER CENTRE” FOR NEW HOMES & EXTENSIONS 
Better extensions built by Courtyard Homes Builders. 

We advertise in the press, all works being carried out for all 
customers to view and/or visit by appointment, making you feel 
more at ease when choosing your builder, 
from plans to completion. 

THE RIGHT 

“QUALIFICATIONS” 

IN BUILDING 


Site Address: 

16 GREENLANDS 
FLACKWELL HEATH 
HIGH WYCOMBE, 
BUCKS HP10 9PL 

(Double rear & Side Extension) 
Site Start Date 
24/01/2000 



COURTYARD HOMES PAY ALL YOUR PLANS 
& LA APPROVAL FEES FREE OF CHARGE 


Telephone: 01628 526375 or 
SITE: 07970 462063 


Twlaphona: 



G. HILL & SONS 


ROAD CONSTRUCTION & 
SURFACING 

DRIVEWAY & FORECOURT 
SURFACING 

Approved Contractors to 
Local Authority 

FREE ESTIMATES 


Tel: 01993 775568 
(Mobile): 0860 531958/0860 386352 
Fax: 01993 778848 
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Offering a 
| comprehensive range 

NHS 

Dental Treatment 
TO MAKE AN 
APPOINTMENT 
DON’T DELAY 
TEL: 

01865 242962 

We also offer a conscious 
sedation service for nervous 
patients. 

Dentistry for everyone 


IT'S ALL OVER FOR 
YOUR HOME PHONE! 



CALLS 
FROM ONLY 



per minute 

Line rental 50p per day 

CALL NOW 
0800 
083 0848 

hFMNA 

BUSINESS SOLUTIONS UP 




W 


FREE RHONE 

LATEST NK 402 


50 mins off peak 
calls everyday 


Leather carry 
case worth £9.99 


Car adaptor 
worth £9.99 


Hands free kit 
worth £19.99 


Itemised billing 


Delivery 


Limited offer subject to status and a new 12 month contract through the orange network (plus 30 days notice 
period), signed upon receipt of each phone. Payment by direct debit is mandatory. Connection charge £35. The 
free 50 minutes apply to off peak calls to standard UK iandlines. Off peak rate of Ip applies to standard local 
and national landline calls. Offer only available in mainland UK. Saturday delivery subject to surcharge. Peak 
times are monday-friday 7am-7pm. Written terms and conditions available on request FMN Business Solutions 
Limited, registered 3929141, Media House, Burrel Road, St. Ives, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire PE27 3LE. 
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The Bishop invites children (and 
adults) to a mega celebration 


The Bishop of Oxford has 
issued an invitation to all chil- 
dren around the Diocese to 
join him at Celebrating 
Together in High Wycombe 
on 16 July. This major all-age 
event organised by the 
Diocese of Oxford and the 
Bible Reading Fellowship will 
combine music, drama, story- 
telling and puppets and will 
be followed by a mega picnic 
in the park. In a message to 
children the Bishop said: ‘I 
am looking forward to joining 


children throughout the 
Diocese, and the other 
Bishops, at Celebrating 
Together. This is the first time 
such an ambitious gathering 
has been planned and I am 
sure that it will be great fun in 
all kinds of ways as well as 
providing an opportunity for 
us to grow in the knowledge 
of our faith. Do please join us 
and feel free to bring an adult 
with you.’ To find out details 
and to book ring Jenny Hyson 
on 01865 208255. 



The dome grows in St Ebbe’s, Oxford! 

St Ebbe’s CE First School Oxford have a growing millenni- 
um project: a dome of poplars and willows. It was designed 
by Year 4 children and planted by parents, staff and chil- 
dren. Inside the school is a millennium stained glass win- 
dow designed by the children and made by a parent. 



Preparing to walk in the footsteps of Jesus 


Sue Pells (left) is in training 
for a pilgrims’ walk around 
the Holy Land in September 
to raise money for the 
Children’s Society. Sue, who 
is married to Garry and has 
two grown-up children, is 
secretary to the Archdeacon 
of Buckingham. She had just 


finished an Open University 
degree when she saw the 
scheme advertised; ‘it totally 
captured my imagination’, 
she says. She has not been 
on a long-distance walk 
before, and has to raise 
£1,800 in sponsorship, but is 
conscious of ‘a lot of peo- 


ple’s faith and goodwill’. 
Support is coming from the 
Bishop of Buckingham and 
her benefice of Aston 
Clinton, Buckland and 
Drayton Beauchamp. If you 
would like to sponsor Sue, 
contact her on 01296 
423269 (daytime). 


Children worry 
about drugs 
and violence 

The Children’s Society survey 
in March, My Vote Counts 
Too , shows that children are 
particularly concerned about 
drugs, racism and robbery. 
They were asked to name ten 
things that would make their 
community a better place. 
Top of the list, named by 
40.4 per cent of the children, 
especially girls over 11, were 
worries about drugs, violence 
and racism. Next came stop- 
ping dog mess, particularly in 
play areas; 36.5 per cent 
chose this as a priority. The 
other things listed were, in 
order of priority, cleaner 
parks with more flowers and 
trees, more activities for dis- 
abled children, less pollution 
and more recycling, wider, 
cleaner footpaths, more and 
safer play areas, cheaper and 
friendlier bus services and 
more to do after school and 
in the holidays. 
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Little honey 
and raisin 
sponge buns 

by cookery writer Ann Way 



I really enjoy teaching chil- 
dren to cook. My own 
mother always encouraged 
me and I find that even 
children as young as four 
years can manage simple 
biscuits and cakes with 
suitable supervision. Their 
pride in their achievements 
is worth all the effort of 
teaching them and gives a 
good basis for an interest in 
cooking in later years. 

You will need 

125gm / 4oz self-raising flour 

1 level teaspn baking powder 
25gm / 1 oz caster sugar 
75gm / 3oz thick honey (the 
stronger the flavour, the better the 
taste) 

25gm / loz runny honey 
125gm / 4oz soft margarine 

2 large eggs 

125gm / 4oz ready-washed seed- 
less raisins ( or sultanas ) 

Method (for 14-16 buns) 

Preheat the oven to gas mark 
3/350 degrees F/ 180 
degrees C (fan oven about 
160-170 degrees C). 

In a large mixing bowl sift 
the flour and the baking 
powder. Add the caster 
sugar, thick honey, soft mar- 
garine and eggs. Whisk all 
these together with an elec- 
tric or rotary hand whisk 
until the mixture is creamy 
and lighter in colour. Stir in 
the raisins or sultanas until 
evenly mixed. Line some lit- 
tle patty tins with small cake 
cases. Put two teaspoonsful 
of the mixture in each of the 
paper cases and cook for 
about 15 minutes. When 
they are risen and golden all 
over; remove the tins from 
the oven carefully. While 
they are still hot spoon over 
a little runny honey to glaze 
the tops. Remove the cakes 
in the paper cases to a wire 
rack to cool. 



MAY 

HALF TERM" 
PROGRAMME 

Coaching and lots of fun 
available including: 

Wet & Wacky, Sporty fun Club, 
Fun Club, Tots Bounce, Roller 
Skating, Cycling Proficiency 

Plus lots more 
For more information please 
telephone 


,01865 

376368 




AUTO FINANCIAL SOLUTIONS 


Non-status Contract Hire 
Credit problems? CCJs? New Business? 
We can help! 
want a car or van! 
we can supply the widest choice! 

ORDER YOUR W REG CAR NOW! CAU. FOR MORE DETAILS 
Status contract Hire and lease Purchase also available 


AFS (Birmingham) Tel: 01527 62584 

Mobile: 07975 759340 (Quote Ref AFS4I 



Stephen P. Cockings 
Christian Advisor 

offering an 

Immigration Advice & Advocacy Service 

Also advice on Work Permit Issues 

PO Box 947, East Oxford 
Oxon OX4 1WH 
United Kingdom 

Tel & Fax: OXFORD 790694 
Pager No: 04325 585416 


DIRECT HOME 
CLEANING 

Let us take care of your home cleaning. 
Business, Home/Office, Churches and Schools. 
Give us a call for a FREE quote on:- 07899 828428 

Don ’t delay give us a call today 


If you’ve suffered a personal 
injury you might be owed 
more than just an apology 



Specialists in personal injury 
compensation 

Call now about our no win, no fee service. 
It's your right to claim 

Tel: 0800 0967078 
MANDATE LEGAL 


RESIDENTIAL 

HOUSEMRENTS 

REQUIRED 

For Christian Halfway 
House. For Christians in 
need. Based in Southport, 
Merseyside. ^ 
For a job description and 
further details write to: 
The Way, 

137 Eastbank Street 
Southport PR8 1 DQ 
Tel: 01704 548383 

A registered Charity 1 042935 providing 
respite for Christians in need 





STANTON liOUSE 

(Christian Retreat Centre) 

Oxford 

We provide day-time facilities for individuals and 
groups of up to 20 to set time aside to be with 
God- to pray and plan. Small prayer room and 
large lounge available. Pleasant walks in 
grounds and nearby village. Optional breaks 
and lunch provided. (£10 per person all 
inclusive) 

For details ring 01865 358807 
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Arts 



What’s so amazing 
about this book? 


Visual arts diplayed in 
abbeys and churches 


Meeting the 
intimate Merton 


So this year, I said to myself 
at the beginning of March; 
I'm definitely giving up Lent 
books for Lent. Like every 
year, I looked at the wide 
selection available in the 
bookshops (is it my imagina- 
tion, or are there more of 
them each year?) and 
frankly, I thought they 
looked singularly unappetis- 
ing. For a while 1 thought of 
re-reading one of those titles 
that have illuminated past 
Lents: Esther de Waal's 

Seeking God , Martin Smith's 
A Season for the Spirit , 
David Ford's The Shape of 
Living , or Benedict Reid's A 
Spirit Loose in the World 
(not really a Lent book, but 
one of my. all-time favour- 
ites that not many people 
seem to know). In the end, I 
decided to read one of those 
titles that people rave about 
but I missed when they first 
came out: Philip Yancey's 
What's So Amazing About 
Grace? 

Philip Yancey soon turned 
out to be a man I could do 
business with. He's a story- 
teller with a passion for 
words, who tells how he was 
such a misfit at Bible college, 
that his fellow-students kept 
offering to exorcise him. 
Basically, he's an Evangelical 
who feels alienated by many 
card-carrying party Evang- 
elicals, because so much 
of what they say and do and 
believe is so unattractive, so 
contrary to Scripture, and so 
untrue to the spirit of the 
Jesus we love. (There are lots 
of us out here, who feel the 
same way!) 

Yancey's theme is Grace. 
It's a little word that 
Christians take readily upon 
their lips, but often live very 
differently. We sing about 
the triumphs of his grace, 
but when it comes right 
down to it, we prefer to trust 
in the triumphs of our hard 
works of faith and devotion, 
to win God's favour. And 
when it comes to forgiving 
others as we have been for- 
given, forget it. It stands to 
reason that forgiveness only 
works when a person is real- 


ly sorry, and if they were 
really sorry, they wouldn't 
have offended in the first 
place, would they? 

That's just one example of 
the flashes of illustrative wit 
with which Yancey expands 
on his theme. He tells mem- 
^orable stories, and some- 
times reflects on them, some- 
times lets them speak for 
themselves. 

Who can forget the chapter 
where he describes how his 
entrenched views on homo- 
sexuality were challenged 
when one of his closest 
Christian friends revealed 
that he was gay, and spoke 
of how he had been treated 
by the churches? What does 
grace mean, in the context of 
this debate, where mostly it 
is not even mentioned? 

Again and again there are 
stories and illustrations 
which just cry out to be 
retold in sermons. If I have 
one criticism, it is that there 
is no thematic index to help 
me find them again! 

This is the kind of book 
that probably needs to be 
browsed in many times for 
its searching message about 
what God is really like to 
sink in to our thick heads 
and hearts. But don't take 
my word for it: try it for 
yourself. There's no need to 
wait for next Lent, even. 

Tony Price 

Area Dean of Cowley and 
Vicar of Marston with 


Elsfield 

PlffLIP 

YANCTY 

WHATS SO AMAZ- 

WH. \; SSO 

ING ABOUT 

GRACE? PHILIP 

AMAZING 
Atsot n 

YANCEY HARPER 

Grach? 

; .M: • , . 

COLLINS £7.99 


Jim Spence will be per- 
forming Mark’s Gospel on 
Thursday 11 May at 
Berinsfield Church at 
7.30pm and on Sunday 14 
May at Dorchester Abbey 
at 7pm. He writes about it 
on page 7. 



Rebecca Hind (above) of 
Dorchester-on-Thames is 
one of the artists featured in 
Artweeks, Oxfordshire’s 
annual arts festival. As the 
official artist for the Sacred 
Land Project, launched by 
the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury three years ago, she has 
completed many paintings of 
sacred sites. Dorchester 
Abbey is one of her favourite 
subjects for painting. Her 
work will be on display at 
'Dorchester Abbey Guest 
House, next to the Abbey. 

Not far from Dorchester is 
another beautiful location 
for an exhibition. Di Airey, 
Maiz Appleton and Gill 
Whitten will be showing 
their quilts, wall hangings 
and other stitched items in 
the ancient Newington 
Church between Stadhamp- 
ton and Warborough. A 
number of artists will be 
exhibiting their work in 
Great Coxwell, famous for 
its 12th century church and 
old barn, and Marie Darkins 
will be running workshops 


in her studio in the mediae- 
val Sutton Courtenay Abbey. 

In Oxford city Margaret 
Cullen’s exhibition of 
stained glass and prints will 
be in Bartlemas Chapel, off 
Cowley Road, and Brenda 
Gibbons’ church banners 
and murals inspired by the 
Book of Revelation will be 
displayed in Jericho. 

Artweeks, now in its 18th 
year, is the largest and 
longest running open studio 
festival in the country, when 
both amateur and profes- 
sional artists display their 
work to the public. This 
year there will be 270 sites 
all over Oxfordshire. 

Artweeks 2000 run from 13 May 
to 4 June: 13-21 May in Oxford 
City 20-28 May in South 
Oxfordshire and 28 May - 4 
June in North Oxfordshire. 

A 50-page guide is available by 
sending an A5 39p sae to: 
Artweeks 2000, The Electric 
Showroom, 33 West Helen St, 
Abingdon 0X14 5BL, tel. 01235 
538828, or see the web site 
www.artweeks.org. 



HeartofGod 


Ark-T Centre is running a 
four-day retreat for artists 
and creative people in 
Prague from 27-30 July, 
aiming to stimulate biblical 
and theological reflection on 
the importance of the arts 
and creativity in the life of 
the Church. Information 
from Ark-T, Crowell Rd, 
Cowley, Oxford OX4 3LN, 
tel. 01865 773499, e-mail 
ark-t@can-online.org.uk 


It remains a remarkable fact 
that over 30 years after his 
death every book which 
Thomas Merton wrote is 
still in print. Merton himself 
would take a sanguine view 
of this: the one time he did 
an analysis of his writings 
only one or two books made 
it in to the good category. 
Not a few he was quite dis- 
satisfied with, especially 
those of a pious nature. 

In his will Merton stipulat- 
ed that his private journals 
could not be released for 
publication until 25 years 
after his death and thus it 
was that HarperCollins 
launched the first of his 
seven private journals Run 
to the Mountain in 1993. 
The series was concluded 
with the publication of the 
final journal The Other Side 
of the Mountain. Lion 
Books are now making 
available this edited edition 
of the seven journals. 

Patrick Hart and Jonathan 
Montaldo are to be congrat- 
ulated on the marvellous 
work they have achieved 
together in what could have 
been a functional task. With 
great skill and discernment 
they have put together those 
elements from each of the 
seven journals which, in 
their view, best reflect the 



Jennie Rake, author of the 
musical Gospel Truth, with 
Gerald Thompson of Insight 
Productions. 


core of Merton’s writing at 
that time. When it is realised 
that this covers from 1939 
to 1968 this is no mean 
achievement. 

Very sensibly each chapter 
covers one of the journals in 
chronological order and 
thus the reader who might 
be meeting Merton for the 
first time or has not the time 
to read the journals in full 
will be well rewarded with a 
picture which is honest, 
engaging and intimate. Hart 
and Montaldo have done 
justice to Merton and his 
ideas and insights in this 
book, and to Merton’s own 
words in 1956: 

‘Perhaps the Book of Life, 
in the end, is the book one 
has lived. If one Has Lived 
nothing, one is not in the 
Book of Life.’ 

Danny Sullivan 

Editor of The Merton Journal; 
Head of Advisory Services, 
Diocesan Department ol 
Education 
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Jennie Rake has written 
musicals for St Mary’s 
Church, Haddenham for 
some years. Her fourth, 
Gospel Truth, has found a 
publisher, Insight Prod- 
uctions in association 
with Christian Publicity 
Organisation. It incorpo- 
rates a variety of styles 
from calypso and blues to 
straight choral. The back- 
ing CD includes the origi- 
nal recording made by the 
Haddenham cast. 

Gospel Truth book (script, 
songs & accompaniment) 

£9.50 single copy, £75 pack of 
ten; Gospel Truth CD £9.50 
from CP0, Garcia Estate, 
Canterbury Rd, Worthing 
BN13 1BW. 



rTBTHE SIMON COMMUNITY 

MISSION OF CARING ON SKIDR0W 

Ways of giving 

If you wish to contribute directly to our work, there are a number of ways 
of doing so. Single donations - cash, postal orders or cheque - may be 
sent to the office with the slip below. Alternatively, you may wish to make a 
covenant. Gift Aid donation or a bequest. 

If you are not on our mailing list and would like to receive this newsletter 
regularly please complete the slip below and return it to us at the usual 


Covenants are a commitment by yourself to donate monthly or 
annually for four years, a set amount (chosen by you) and on which we 
can dam back the income tax you paid. The minimum covenant is £20 
per annum. 

In the case of a Deposit Covenant you pay the whole sum initially so that 
we can use it straight away and we gradually dam back the income tax 
you paid on it over four years. The minimum Deposit Covenant is £80. 

Gift Aid donations are one off donations of £250 or more from an individ- 
ual or a company on which we can redaim the tax from the Inland 
Revenue. 

You may also leave money to the Simon Community as a bequest in you 
wil. This can either either be as part of a new wtl or as a codicil (addition) 
to an existing one. 

Please find enclosed £SO £10 □ £20 □ £50 □£.... as a donation 
Please add me to your mailing list □ 

Please change my address on the database J 
Please add my friend to the database J 
Please send me: ordinary Covenant _) 

Deposit covenant □ 

Form of word for a bequest □ 

Gift form tn*vidUe*Company □ 

Name : 

Address 


Postcode 

Please tick if an acknowledgement is required □ 

Please make cheques and postal orders payable to THE SIMON 

COMMUNITY and send to: The Simon Community SS80 

PO Box 1187 London NW5 4HW 

© Copyright of the Simon community 1999 

Written and published by The Simon Community. Reg charity No 283938 


ACCOMMODATION FOR 
HOUSEHOLD WORK 

Family house, near Wendover, Bucks. 

H needs housekeeper to assist the family 
in its upkeep! Would suit middle-aged 
U person, preferably with car, who likes a 
rural environment. 

Separate annex accommodation 

Contact 01494-758348 for more details 

ARE you 
HONEST Am 
TRUSTWORTHY 

HouseMinders Limited are looking for Mature readers 
(singles or couples) for short-term, live-in houseminding 
and animal care. 

Expenses paid together with supplementary income. 
H you are interested in a break from routine and a 
change of scenery, call Janet on 01923 858431 





"Leave 
Beiiird 
Peace of 
Mind" 


foster 

carers make a difference ... 

... have you got what it takes? 


First for Fostering is a non-profit making organisation working 
closely with all local authorities. 

We recruit people who show they have potential to provide 
children/young people with strong sensitive nurturing care. 

As part of our commitment to all foster carers we offer ongoing 
training and are on hand 365 days a year to give you all the 
professional support you need. 

Children need foster homes for all sorts of reasons, could you 
care for a child or teenager who needs a loving home? 



01296 

425675 




RAYNER ASSOCIATES 

MORTGAGES 


CHOOSE FROM OVER 1000 COMPUTER 
SOURCED. TAILORED TO YOUR INDIVIDUAL 
CIRCUMSTANCES. HIGH INCOME MULTIPLES. 
LOW INTEREST RATES. 

COUNCIL RIGHT TO BUY. 

100% AVAILABLE WITH LEGAL FEES ADDED. 
SELF-EMPLOYED WITH ONE YEAROSACCOUNTS 
TEL: FREEPHONE 0800 389 7045 


YOUR HOM? IS AT RISK if YOU DO NOT KEEP IT REMYTAEN75 ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON ri. 
Written quouoau of crab icnm <>n request A lilt imurnwc pota mil be requited. Rcprcsruuovr unk ol dr LrgJ & 
CencijJ Rurirtmp poop, members ol «kh ire repiUoi tn dr Ptnorul Immanent Authority jnd i.MRQ lor dr 

■gun jad riling fak jauriiwc & mresunen products haring Legal and Gencukk name. 


IDEAL for 
HOUSE GROUPS 

A 16 minute video 

Christianity as a transforming j 
experience for society. The message ; 
of Henry Drummond who wrote j 
the "Greatest Thing in the World". 
The pack contains copies of the 
script and six sets of stimulating 
discussion notes. OHPs also 
available. 

Stevenage Adventure 
Workpacks 
29 Lytton Fields, 
Knebworth, 

Herts SG3 2BA 
Telephone: (01438) 811644 
Fax/Ans: (01438) 817647 
Email: XUF47@dial.pipex.com 



World Church 


Hope for those on the 
breadline in Eastern Europe 



the Door 


A huge birthday card for Jesus 

Local children are joining an exciting national scheme, to make a giant millennium tapestry 


A SENIOR AIR Force officer 
has given up his secure 
career to be Development 
Director of the small 
Abingdon-based interde- 
nominational charity Bread- 
line, which works in partner- 
ship with the church in 
Eastern Europe to help the 
poor and needy. 

After becoming a Christian 
at 40, Wing Commander 
Brian Pile, a member of 
Christ Church, Abingdon, 
felt called to full-time 
Christian ministry and out- 
reach overseas: ‘The Gospel 
has changed my life, my atti- 
tudes and priorities.’ He is in 
the picture below showing 
kindergarten children in 
Moldova his squirrel puppet. 
In offering practical, educa- 
tional and spiritual support 
for poor families in Eastern 
Europe, such as the one 
shown in the right-hand pic- 
ture, Breadline aims to 
enable them to rebuild their 
lives and as a result to trans- 
form their communities. 

Projects in Romania 

Mircea and his wife Elena 
are managers of Breadline 
projects in Cluj, Romania. 
These include feeding pro- 
grammes for school children, 
provision of support for 
poor families, finding jobs in 
an agricultural research sta- 
tion for the heads of three 
large families and running a 
Sunday fellowship and disci- 
pleship training. The aim is 
that the local churches will 
eventually take over respon- 



r 


sibility for the projects and 
maintain their independence. 

Europe’s poorest country 

The Nichitenco family were 
living in damp, dilapidated 
conditions outside Chisinau, 
the capital of Europe’s poor- 



est country, Moldova. They 
were in despair through ill- 
health, debt and a shortage 
of food, shoes and clothes. 
Breadline helped them to 
make their home habitable, 
and as a result the family 
became Christians. They 
now host a growing church 
in their front room - the first 
one in the village. 

They are also turning away 
from their own problems to 
help others in the village. 
Now 40 families are coming 
together to discuss the needs 
of the community. This idea 
of community development 
is a new one, and is breaking 
through centuries of suspi- 
cion, replacing it with self- 
esteem and dignity. 

The Breadline team leader in 
Moldova, Nicu Bocaneala, is 
sharing the vision with other 
Church leaders, offering 
training for them to establish 
social action ministry in their 
churches. Tearfund is giving 
a grant for Breadline’s three- 
year family support pro- 
gramme in Moldova, and is 
helping with training. 
‘Through this sharing of 
God’s love in Jesus Christ 
many people have come to 
the Lord and new churches 
are being planted’, says 
Brian Pile. 


A giant tapestry showing life 
at the turn of the 21st centu- 
ry through the eyes of chil- 
dren is being created in pri- 
mary and special needs 
schools all over the country. 
Each school taking part in 
the scheme (1,700 of them so 
far) produces one metre 
square on a choice of themes. 

The idea came from Lizzie 
Owen, an artist in Bloxham. 
She was anxious that the 
Christian dimension of the 
millennium should be cele- 
brated, and felt that the new 
millennium was an ideal time 
to reflect our Creator 
through an imaginative joint 
scheme. ‘It is a huge birthday 
card for Jesus,’ she says. As a 
volunteer in Banbury 
schools, she knew the 
tremendous creativity of chil- 
dren: it just needed to be 
channelled. She is thrilled 
with the variety of the 1,200 
squares so far completed. 

Schools in North Oxford- 
shire joined a pilot scheme 
two years ago, which formed 
the basis of a video sent to 
schools wanting to partici- 
pate. The tapestry they com- 
pleted was on show in 
Banbury Town Hall in 
October 1998. 

It was hoped that the tapes- 
try would be displayed in the 
Dome, but so far funding for 
it has not been forthcoming. 
Other means of exhibiting it 
are being found, however. It 
featured in the BBC’s largest 
ever ‘Songs of Praise’ from 
Cardiff in January, and 526 
square metres were at 



Central Hall, Westminster in 
January when the Archbish- 
op of Canterbury and 
London clergy saw part of it 
at an ecumenical service. It 
is hoped that; a major display 
will be put on at the 
Warrington Peace Centre in 
Lancashire in May. 


The whole tapestry is being 
photographed, and a virtual 
tapestry will be on an inter- 
active web site later this year. 
Schools will be able to plot 



the progress of their own 
square from exhibition to 
exhibition. 

Lizzie Owen’s small Millen- 
nium Tapestry Company 
operates from a warehouse 
in Upper Heyford near 
Bicester, thanks to support 
from the North Oxfordshire 


Consortium. The British 
Hand Knitting Confeder- 
ation has donated wool 
worth thousands of pounds, 
and Tescos of Banbury pro- 



vided warehouse space. 
Schools contribute £58 each, 
but commercial sponsorship 
is essential to meet high exhi- 
bition and transport costs. 

‘A compulsive and enjoy- 
able project’ was the verdict 
of Oakley C of E Combined 
School near Aylesbury. Their 
theme was ‘transactions’ 
(centre); around the church 
as a centre-piece they includ- 
ed the village store and post 
office, local farms, and 
school activities including 
the nativity play performed 
by the school in church each 
year. All the children con- 
tributed something. 

Maids Moreton CE First 
School near Buckingham had 
Holidays and Living Island 
as their subjects. All the chil- 
dren took part, and each 
class had a specific project. 
Anne O’Brien, the Head- 
teacher, says, ‘It has given the 
children a real sense of the 
wider community and the 
importance of each individ- 
ual’s contribution to project 
like this. Together we can 
make a huge impact; perhaps 
together we can care for our 
world.’ 

Around 370,000 children 
have taken part in the project 
so far and more schools are 
getting involved, from as far 
away as the Falkland Islands. 
Schools and children’s 
groups are still welcome to 
join in. Anyone interested 
should contact Lizzie Owen 
on 01869 233165. A starter 
kit and instructions will be 
sent. 




The pictures show some of the 1,200 tapestries so far complet- 
ed. Centre: Oakley C of E Combined School, Aylesbury illustrated 
‘Transactions’ with local scenes. Bottom, left to right: Millbrook 
Primary School, Wantage depicted ‘Where we live’ with King 
Alfred and the White Horse; St Paul’s C of E Combined School, 
Wooburn Green, had ‘Food’ and ‘Leisure’ as their themes; Rupert 
House School, Henley-on-Thames, put the Royal Regatta at the 
centre of ‘Sports and Games’; Bloxham C of E Primary School 
featured ‘Holidays’ and ‘Mind’. 





S&imothy 


MASTER WOODCARVER 

WOODCARVING • GILDING • RESTORATION 
MEMORIALS & INSCRIPTIONS 
PERIOD REPRODUCTION 
COMMISSIONS 

T1IE SKILLS TO MATCH YOUR IDEAS 

T imothy Aze is one of a select band 
of master craftsmen continuing the 
tradition of fine English woodworking. 

The Aze family has a long history in 
woodcarving and stone masonry. 

Timothy has gained a wealth of 
experience from over fifteen years 
as a woodcarver and has devel- 
oped a reputation for combining 
meticulous precision with depth 
and feeling in his work. 





T imothy is familiar with the 

woodcarving and gilding techniques of 
the 17th century to the present day and can provide 
reproduction and original carving. The quality and char- 
acter of his workmanship is attested by tire prestigious 
list 

of those who have bought examples of his work, includ- 
ing the National Trust, Harrods and celebrities from the 
world of entertainment. 



C ontact Timothy Aze for a free initial consultation to 
discuss your ideas and to view his portfolio. 


TEL/FAX: 


01494 523862 
17 TANCRED ROAD 
HIGH WYCOMBE 


BUCKS HP13 5EQ 


GENESIS CARS 

( Executive Car Travel ) 

“ We're fare and we care " 

• Reliable clean cars • Any distance travelled 
Company contracts welcome • Very competitive rates 
• OAPs very welcome 

Tel: Bicester 600800 



Giurch Housing Trust is a charity offering security, 
independence, rehabilitation and support for 
homeless people of all ages. Your true Christian 
friendship can transform the lives of homeless people. 

Please pray for our work and help 
with a donation so this work can 
grow. Please give your support, 
now, by returning the coupon to: 
CHURCH HOUSING TRUST 
Sutherland House, 70-78 
West Hendon Broadway, 
London NW9 7BT 

— — — — ————————————————————————— — -i 

I would like to become ‘a Friend to Homeless People’. 

□ Please accept my donation of £ 

□ Please send me details of your work 

Name and Title 



Registered Charity 
Number: 802801 
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The Grace of Waiting 

'But stay in the city until you have 
been clothed with power from on 
high' Luke 24:49 

Most of us are not very good at 
waiting. Do you remember that 
pernicious credit card advertise- 
ment which promised that 
‘Access takes the waiting out of 
wanting’? 

We laugh at children who fret 
and fume because Christmas or 
a birthday seems so long arriv- 
ing, while knowing that we, in 
slightly more sophisticated 
ways, are prone to exacdy the 
same feelings. We accept, and 
have been told from our moth- 
ers’ knees, that ‘patience is a 
virtue’, but in practice we find it 
an elusive one. 

During this period of ‘waiting’ 
in the Christian year between 
Easter and Pentecost we can 


by David Winter 


THOUGHT FOR 
THE MONTH 


with imagination share in the 
feelings of the first disciples as 
they followed instructions and 
‘waited’ in that Upper Room. 

It must have been irksome, to 
say the least. Here they were, 
sole possessors of the most 
astonishing news the world had 
ever known - a man risen from 
the dead, no less - and they 
weren’t to tell anyone yet! Not 


Canon David Winter, who is 

retired and living near Oxford, is the 
Editor of the New Daylight notes of 
the Bible Reading Fellowship 


until they were ‘clothed with 
power’, whatever and whenev- 
er that might be. But obediently 
they waited, 125 of them, the 
eleven surviving apostles and 
other men and women who 
had remained faithful to Jesus, 
including his mother Mary. 
And what did they do while 
they waited? 

Mostly it seems they spent the 
time in prayer: ‘all these were 
constandy devoting themselves 
to prayer’. They also completed 
a piece of necessary ‘business’, 
filling the vacancy in the apos- 
tolic ranks caused by the 
defection and death of Judas 
Iscariot. Perhaps that’s a mes- 
sage for us, in our impatient, 
restless generation. While we’re 
waiting for the next ‘big thing’ 
in our lives, let’s get on with the 
necessary ones . . . and let’s learn 
that ‘prayer takes the worry out 
of waiting’. 








